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Syria's crowded 
battlefield puts 
US, Russia on 
collision course 

By Robert Burns 
and Vladimir Isachenkov 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It’s a scenario many 
feared in the fog of Syria’s multi-front 
war: a confrontation in which U.S. forces, 
responding to a provocation, kill Russian 
soldiers or mercenaries on a crowded 
battlefield. 

Russian news reports Tuesday described 
such a scenario, with an unknown number 
of Russian military contractors killed in a 
ferocious U.S. coun¬ 
terattack last week. 
Secretary of Defense 
Jim Mattis and other 
U.S. officials said 
they had no such in¬ 
formation on casual¬ 
ties, and the Kremlin 
did not confirm any 
Russian deaths. U.S. 
officials also said the 
Russian government 
had lodged no com¬ 
plaint about its citi¬ 
zens being killed. 

What is not disput¬ 
ed is the fast-chang¬ 
ing, often confusing 
nature of a battlefield 
on which forces of 
multiple countries 
are bumping against 
one another, increas¬ 
ing the prospect of 
violent collisions. 
Whether by accident or intention, such 
clashes risk plunging Washington and 
Moscow into a situation they studiously 
avoided even during some of the darkest 
hours of their relationship: their forces di¬ 
rectly warring with each other. 


Without 

mentioning 

the U.S. 

strike (that 

reportedly 

killed dozens 

of Russian 

contractors), 

Russian 

Foreign 

Minister 

Sergey 

Lavrov said 

Tuesday that 

“Americans 

have taken 

dangerous 

unilateral 

steps.” 


Flight maneuvers 

Coalition ramps down air support in Iraq, shifts to training ' page 6 

► mm 




An Iraqi pilot inspects 
a U.S.-made Iraqi air force 
F-16 at Balad Air Base, 45 miles 
north of Baghdad on Tuesday. 

Now that victory over Islamic State 
has been declared, Iraq’s air force 
will take the lead in defending 
its country against militants. 


Khalid Mohammed/AP 


SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 6 
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PACOM head: Diplomacy critical to US security 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The outgo¬ 
ing head of Pacific Command 
told a panel of House lawmakers 
Wednesday that the State Depart¬ 
ment and U.S. diplomatic efforts 
are critical to national security. 

The comments were part of a 
House Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee hearing examining military 
posture and security challenges 
in the Pacific region. 

On Monday, the Trump admin¬ 
istration unveiled its 2019 budget 
plan, which includes controver¬ 


sial cuts to the State Department 
and other diplomacy efforts. 

“A weak State Department 
means you are going to have to 
have a much stronger Defense 
Department,” said Navy Adm. 
Harry Harris. “Diplomacy and 
military capabilities and defense 
go hand in hand.” 

Harris, who is slated to retire 
this year and is President Donald 
Trump’s pick to be the next am¬ 
bassador to Australia, suggested 
the diplomacy efforts will be 
critical as the U.S. faces growing 
threats in the Pacific. 

In recent days, more than 1,200 


veterans and 150 retired generals 
wrote congressional leaders re¬ 
jecting the proposed cuts to the in¬ 
ternational affairs budget, which 
includes the State Department 
and other diplomacy efforts. 

This comes as Trump adminis¬ 
tration officials have sent mixed 
messages on diplomacy, leading 
some congressional members to 
worry that escalated U.S. rhetoric 
with North Korea could inadver¬ 
tently lead to a costly and deadly 
war. 

“I’m really concerned about 
this new budget and its significant 
cuts to the State Department,” 


said Rep. Jacky Rosen, D-Nev., 
who raised the questions with 
Harris. “Combating the threat of 
North Korea, it’s going to require 
a lot of strong cooperation ... just 
like we are heading off China’s 
attempts to become the world’s 
leading military and economic 
power. It’s going to necessitate us 
strengthening our alliances.” 

Wednesday’s hearing covered 
a wide scope of issues facing the 
military in the Pacific region, 
from speculation on North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un’s mo¬ 
tivations to a more crucial need 
for ground-based interceptors in 


Hawaii to increased threats in 
the area. 

Harris, who submitted 58 pages 
of prepared testimony, said he be¬ 
lieves Kim is angling for a unified 
Korean Peninsula. He agreed the 
U.S. will need to do more to head 
off China’s efforts to take over as 
a dominant power. 

“U.S. interests in the Indo-Pa- 
cific are real and enduring, while 
the growing challenges to our in¬ 
terests are daunting and cannot 
be overstated,” Harris said in his 
prepared remarks. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Soldier charged in 2013 


By Robert Downen 
Houston Chronicle 

A U.S. Army soldier who was 
under investigation in a sexual as¬ 
sault at Fort Bragg, N.C., has been 
charged in a brutal 2013 rape and 
kidnapping during which a Cypress 
teenager was attacked with an ax 
and left for dead in a field. 

Levi Austin Goss, 24, was charged 
last week with aggravated kidnap¬ 
ping and aggravated sexual assault 
of a child. Goss was arrested after 
Harris County Sheriff’s Office in¬ 
vestigators matched his DNA to 
forensics samples from the U.S. 
Army’s Criminal Investigation 
Laboratory. 

Goss, who joined the Army in 
2016, was arrested on a fugitive 
warrant last week in Cumberland 
County, N.C., where he is also under 
investigation in a 2017 sexual as¬ 
sault at the Fort Bragg Army base, 
investigators said at a Tuesday news 


conference. 

In the Harris County case, Goss is 
alleged to have viciously beaten and 
raped the girl before leaving her for 
dead in a grassy area outside a Cy¬ 
press movie theater on Feb. 5, 2013. 
The Associated Press reported that 
the naked victim walked to a movie 
theater for help. 

The then-16-year-old girl later 
told investigators she’d left her 
home after getting into an argument 
with her foster mother earlier in the 
night. 

About 30 minutes later, the girl 
was struck with the blunt side of 
an ax as she walked near Cypress 
Woods High School, court records 
show. 

The attacker wore a “ninja” mask, 
and dragged the girl into a nearby 
field where he raped her, court re¬ 
cords show. 

The teen told investigators that 
her attacker then pulled her to her 
feet and hit her in the back of the 


rape 

head with the 
ax. 

Bloodied and 
naked, she then 
played dead for 
a few minutes 
as the man 
stood over her, 
according to court records. 

Late last year, Harris County in¬ 
vestigators were contacted by the 
Department of Defense regarding a 
DNAmatch, after which Goss agreed 
to be interviewed by deputies. 

The U.S. Army did not immedi¬ 
ately provide details Tuesday of 
Goss’ alleged crime during his time 
of service. 

However, Harris County investi¬ 
gators said that the charge against 
him in that assault was not particu¬ 
larly strong. 

Goss is being held on $1 million 
bail at the Cumberland County Jail 
and is awaiting transfer to Harris 
County. 



Report: Civilian at Army 
IG office harassed women 

By Tom Vanden Brook 

USA Today 

WASHINGTON — A senior civilian in the Army Inspector 
General’s office sexually harassed subordinate employees, in¬ 
cluding forcing a kiss on one and touching another employee’s 
buttocks, made racially-charged comments and talked about 
the “belly fat” of other women in the office, according to a 
Pentagon report released Wednesday that called for him to be 
disciplined. 

Joseph Guzowski, the principal director for the Army Inspec¬ 
tor for Inspection, the Army’s internal watchdog, denied all the 
allegations, according to the report by the Defense Department’s 
inspector general. But the report sides with the four women who 
complained about his sexist, racist and boorish behavior. 

The Pentagon inspector general concluded that it stands “by 
our conclusion that his overall course of conduct toward employ¬ 
ees discussed in this report exhibited his failure to treat them 
with dignity and respect. We recommended that the Army take 
appropriate action regarding Mr. Guzowski.” 

The report was released one week after inspectors general 
for the armed services and the Pentagon along with top mili¬ 
tary brass appeared before a panel of the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee to discuss misconduct among senior civilians 
and officers. 
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PACIFIC 



Kelcey SEYMOUR/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Lance CpI. Jarrid Young donates blood at Camp Foster, Okinawa, on Jan. 11 during a blood drive ahead 
of Cobra Gold drills in Thailand. 


Troops give blood for Cobra Gold 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

American servicemembers stationed around Oki¬ 
nawa have donated 55 pints of blood and 15 pints 
of blood plasma for Cobra Gold drills underway in 
Thailand. 

The vital body fluids — collected during recent 
donation drives at bases on Japan’s southern island 
prefecture — are intended for U.S. troops in case of 
emergencies during the largest multinational mili¬ 
tary exercise in Southeast Asia, which kicked off 
Tuesday and runs through Feb. 23. 

“Blood is the same as any other medical supplies,” 
Navy Lt. Nii Adjei Oninku, a III Marine Expedition¬ 
ary Force health service support officer, said in a 
Marine Corps statement. “We bring our own ban¬ 
dages, gauze, and tongue suppressors. So, we bring 
our own blood too.” 

The Armed Services Blood Program is storing 
the fluids at two civilian hospitals in Bangkok for 
the duration of the exercise. Any unused blood or 
plasma will be donated to the facilities. 

“Every time there is a blood drive I try to donate,” 
Marine Corps Pfc. Melvin Barnard, a defense clerk 
with Legal Services Support Section at Camp Fos¬ 


ter, Okinawa, said in the statement. “I started donat¬ 
ing because I figured it could help someone. So, why 
not do it?” 

Now in its 37th iteration, Cobra Gold is aimed at 
improving coordination between U.S. forces and 
key allies in the region. More than 11,000 service- 
members from 29 nations are participating in the 
exercise, which will include evacuation drills, di¬ 
saster-relief missions and traditional military drills 
such as amphibious landings. Participants include 
host Thailand, the United States, Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia and repre¬ 
sentatives from 22 other nations either observing or 
participating in a limited manner. 

The exercise spurred controversy Tuesday after 
an officer from Myanmar was present at the open¬ 
ing ceremony at U-Tapao Air Base, Thailand. Myan¬ 
mar, accused of human rights violations against its 
Rohingya Muslim population, is not participating 
in this year’s drills, although observers were origi¬ 
nally invited to view humanitarian assistance and 
disaster-relief drills, a Pentagon spokesman said 
last week. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 


Navy: Actor-based 
training to battle 
assault is effective 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Theater-based training 
that reinforces positive behaviors 
and encourages discussion re¬ 
mains one of the Navy’s top tools 
for battling sexual assault, a Navy 
official said Wednesday. 

Jill Loftus, director of the Na¬ 
vy’s Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response Office, said the ser¬ 
vice has seen a substantial drop in 
sexual assaults over the past few 
years. She credits some of that 
to Pure Praxis, a Department of 
Navy-contracted theater group 
whose performances address 
themes such as victim retaliation 
and male-on-male sexual assault. 

“From 2014 to 2016, the Navy 
reduced their sexual incidents 
by 30 percent,” Loftus said. “Re¬ 
porting went up 114 percent at 
the same time. So, both numbers 
in the right direction. 

“What that tells me is people 
are getting the training. People 
understand what is acceptable 
behavior and what is not. People 
understand they can report unac¬ 
ceptable behavior.” 

The California-based theater 
group, which performs regu¬ 
larly at Navy and Marine Corps 
bases worldwide, is at Yokosuka 
this week for a series of shows 
addressing sexual assault and 
harassment. Scenarios include a 
sailor being ostracized by friends 
and peers for reporting a rape and 
a sailor struggling to reconcile a 
childhood sexual assault with his 
ideas of traditional masculinity. 

Half of the performances cen¬ 


ter on victim retaliation, with 
servicemembers being asked to 
analyze the scenarios acted out in 
front of them. 

Loftus said 130,000 sailors 
and Marines have attended a 
Pure Praxis event and that the 
training is effective because the 
performances center on group 
discussion and reinforcing posi¬ 
tive behaviors. 

“We are convinced that small- 
groups, interactive training that’s 
innovative and new is what you 
need to teach a subject like this,” 
she said. “We’re trying to shift 
our training to emphasize the 
positive behaviors and what’s the 
positive thing to do rather than 
harping on the negative. I’m not 
convinced that telling people not 
to do something will ever solve 
any problem.” 

Chief Miguel Garcia, a crypto¬ 
logic technician with Task Force 
70, attended a performance 
Wednesday and participated in a 
skit onstage. He said the Navy’s 
approach to sexual assault train¬ 
ing has changed during his 13 
years in the service and that Pure 
Praxis effectively targets junior 
sailors. 

“[The actors’] attitude and de¬ 
meanor onstage is really on point 
with what’s going on,” he said. 
“Definitely over the past three or 
four years it’s really changed to 
be more interactive. Before it was 
always PowerPoints. Now it’s sce¬ 
narios and things people can take 
more from.” 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 


Okinawans take concerns about falling aircraft parts to Tokyo 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Okinawans angry about 
parts falling from U.S. military aircraft 
have taken their concerns to their nation’s 
capital. 

In December, workers discovered a 
small part from a Marine Corps CH-53E 
Super Stallion helicopter on the roof of 
Midorigaoka nursery school, about 300 
meters from Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma. A week later, a Super Stallion’s 
window dropped onto a sports field at near¬ 
by elementary school, where more than 50 
schoolchildren were playing. 

The nursery school’s headmaster, Take- 
hiro Kamiya, told reporters Wednesday at 
the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
that 20 to 30 children were playing outside 
when the cylindrical, 4-inch-long part fell 
onto their roof. 

“It was fortunate that no child was hurt 
but... it could have been a major catastro¬ 
phe with a slight difference,” he said. 

Kamiya showed a photo of the object 
and held up a map displaying official flight 


paths for Futenma aircraft and the location 
of his school, which he said is supposed to 
be outside those paths. 

“Every day, U.S. military helicopters 
and Ospreys fly over 
our nursery school,” 
he said. “There have 
been no apologies 
and no explanations 
of any kind to date.” 

The Marine Corps 
takes the report of 
the falling object 
seriously and is ac¬ 
tively investigating 
the incident working 
closely with local au¬ 
thorities, Marine 1st 
Lt. Karoline Foote, a 
v -i . spokeswoman from 
Yukiko Chinen the lst Marine Air- 
parent cra f t wing, said in 


It seems 
to us 
that our 
country is 
protecting 
U.S. forces 
rather than 
the schools 
and our 
children. * 


an email to Stars and 
Stripes after the incident was reported. 

“We care deeply about the safety of our 
friends and neighbors in the communities 
around which we live and operate,” she 


said. 

Last month, Defense Secretary Jim Mat- 
tis apologized to his Japanese counterpart, 
Itsunori Onodera, for a string of recent 
aircraft mishaps, including the emergency 
landings of Okinawa-based Marine Corps 
helicopters. He also vowed to address the 
“important” issue of aircraft safety. 

During their call, Onodera reportedly 
asked Mattis — a retired Marine four-star 
general — to take additional measures to 
prevent future mishaps. 

The nursery school and parents want the 
Marines to halt flight operations until they 
find out what happened. 

Tomoko Miyagi, president of the facility’s 
parents’ association, also spoke at Wednes¬ 
day’s press conference. She said her group 
has submitted to Japanese government of¬ 
ficials a petition signed by 126,000 people 
calling for the suspension of military air¬ 
craft flights over the school. 

Another parent, Yukiko Chinen, said of¬ 
ficials in Tokyo didn’t seem serious about 
responding to their concerns. 

“It seems to us that our country is pro¬ 
tecting U.S. forces rather than the schools 


and our children,” she said while wiping 
away tears. 

The nursery school was built in 1964, 
two decades after U.S. forces liberated 
Okinawa during World War II and built 
Futenma. 

The American and Japanese govern¬ 
ments are engaged in a complex process to 
move some U.S. forces off the island and 
relocate others away from heavily popu¬ 
lated areas such as Ginowan, the city sur¬ 
rounding Futenma. 

The southern island prefecture is strate¬ 
gically important to stability in the region 
and deterring aggression from China and 
North Korea. 

However, Kamiya said North Korea’s 
nuclear and ballistic missile threats are 
less of a risk than the U.S. military pres¬ 
ence on Okinawa. 

“Nothing would fall from North Korea 
on top of Okinawa,” he said. “Is it OK that 
our children are being sacrificed because 
U.S. forces are protecting Japan from 
North Korea?” 


robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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S. Korea to foot $2.6M bill for North at Olympics 



Christophe Ena/AP 


A member of the North Korean delegation waits for the start of 
Wednesday’s women’s slalom during the 2018 Winter Olympics in 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea agreed Wednesday to pay 
$2.6 million for North Korea’s 
participation in the Olympics, 
saying the money was well spent 
as a way to ease tensions and 
“open the door for peace on the 
Korean Peninsula.” 

The Unification Ministry said 
the funds will come from the 
government budget for inter-Ko¬ 
rean cooperation and will cover 
housing and food for the cheering 
squad, orchestra, taekwondo ath¬ 
letes, journalists and other mem¬ 
bers of the more than 400-strong 
delegation. 

The cost for hosting Kim Yo 
Jong—North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un’s sister—and other high- 
level delegates was paid separate¬ 
ly from the government budget 
because their visit was seen as 
part of inter-Korean talks, min¬ 
istry spokesman Baik Tae-hyun 
said during a press briefing. 

The International Olympic 
Committee has agreed to pay for 
the 22 North Korean athletes who 
were competing in the Feb. 9-25 
Winter Games. 

President Moon Jae-in invited 
the North to join the Olympics 
in hopes it would tamp down se¬ 
curity concerns and provide an 


Pyeongchang, South Korea. 

opportunity for dialogue after 
months of saber rattling as the 
communist state traded threats 
with the United States over its 
nuclear weapons program. 

The sight of athletes from both 
countries marching together 
in the opening ceremony drew 
thunderous applause in the sta¬ 
dium, and North Korean artists 
charmed many with their perfor¬ 
mances and synchronized cheers 
in several appearances in Seoul 


and the cities hosting the games. 

But the government has had to 
fight critics and protesters who 
argued that it was giving the com¬ 
munist state a propaganda victo¬ 
ry despite its military threats and 
record of human rights abuses. 

South Korea and organizers 
also have had to perform diplo¬ 
matic acrobatics of their own to 
accommodate the visitors with¬ 
out violating economic sanctions 
aimed at punishing the North for 


its nuclear and missile develop¬ 
ment in defiance of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

Concerns ranged from hockey 
sticks to smartphones and uni¬ 
forms made by American com¬ 
panies. The IOC, for example, 
agreed to provide Samsung 
smartphones to all athletes but 
asked the North Koreans not to 
take theirs home with them. 

The South and North Exchange 
and Cooperation Promotion 
Council on Wednesday approved 
the decision to pay for the art¬ 
ists and others who performed in 
cultural events on the sidelines of 
the Winter Games. 

Unification Minister Cho My- 
oung-gyon told the council it 
provided an opportunity for the 
usually isolated North to com¬ 
municate with the international 
community. He stressed that 
Seoul is keeping U.N. sanctions 
and other international restric¬ 
tions in mind, according to the 
Yonhap News Agency. 

“The North Korean delegation’s 
participation in various forms is 
... becoming an important chance 
for harmony that improves the 
inter-Korean relationship and 
opens the door for peace on the 
Korean Peninsula,” Cho was 
quoted as saying. 

The ministry spokesman said 


that $2.6 million was allocated for 
food and lodging, stadium admis¬ 
sion fees and transportation, but 
the actual sum would be calcu¬ 
lated after the North Koreans re¬ 
turn home. 

He also said the council would 
decide later whether to bankroll 
the North’s participation in the 
March 8-18 Paralympics, which 
are also being held in the north¬ 
eastern alpine area. 

Moon enjoyed a diplomatic vic¬ 
tory during the games after Kim 
Yo Jong delivered an invitation 
from her brother to hold the first 
inter-Korean summit in more 
than a decade in Pyongyang. 
Moon didn’t immediately accept, 
saying the conditions need to be 
right and the North needs to en¬ 
gage with the U.S. as well. 

The North Korean leader later 
expressed satisfaction with the 
visit and said it’s important to 
continue dialogue. 

The U.S. administration also 
has signaled it may be willing to 
talk to the North despite the lack 
of engagement between visiting 
Vice President Mike Pence and 
the North Korean delegation at 
the opening ceremony. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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VETERANS _ 

IG criticizes Shulkin, staffer on London trip 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Department 
of Veterans Affairs Secretary 
David Shulkin improperly accept¬ 
ed two tickets to the Wimbledon 
tennis tournament for himself 
and his wife in July during an of¬ 
ficial trip to London, a VA watch¬ 
dog said Wednesday in a 97-page 
report that also listed misconduct 
by the VA chief of staff. 

The VA inspector general’s of¬ 
fice released the report Wednes¬ 
day — the result of five months 
of investigation into Shulkin’s 
10-day European trip. The in¬ 
vestigation was prompted by a 
Washington Post report in Sep¬ 
tember that Shulkin and his wife 
spent much of the trip on leisure 
activities. The inspector general 
found “serious derelictions by VA 
personnel” and outlined five in¬ 
stances of poor judgment or mis¬ 
conduct by Shulkin and VA Chief 
of Staff Vivieca Wright Simpson. 

Simpson doctored an email and 
sent it to Tammy Kennedy, the 
designated VA ethics official, as 
the basis for having the VA pay 
travel expenses for Shulkin’s 
wife, Merle Bari, the report 
stated. Simpson made it appear 
Shulkin would receive an award 
in Denmark — the pretext need¬ 


ed for Bari’s travel expenses to be 
approved. The VA paid more than 
$4,000 for Bari’s airline ticket 
— an expense that Kennedy said 
she wouldn’t have approved if she 
knew Shulkin was not receiving 
an award. 

The inspector general shared 
the finding with the Department 
of Justice, which decided not 
to pursue criminal prosecution 
against Simpson “at this time,” 
the report states. 

Investigators didn’t find any 
evidence that Shulkin knew about 
the altered email. 

While in Europe, Victoria Gos¬ 
ling, who served as CEO of the 
2016 Invictus Games in Orlando, 
Fla., gifted two tickets to Shulkin 
and his wife for the women’s final 
match at Wimbledon, and hosted 
them and their adult son for lunch, 
the report stated. The inspector 
general and the ethics counsel de¬ 
termined Shulkin shouldn’t have 
accepted the tickets. 

The inspector general also 
found that Shulkin ordered a VA 
employee to spend official time 
doing “extensive” planning of the 
nonofficial portions of Shulkin’s 
trip. 

Shulkin made an “inaccurate 
statement” about the trip dur¬ 
ing a public interview with The 
Washington Post in November, 


the report states. During the in¬ 
terview, Shulkin said he bought 
the Wimbledon tickets and as¬ 
serted they were not a gift from 
anyone associated with the In¬ 
victus Games. He criticized Post 
reporters, stating they “didn’t do 
their homework.” 

“The last time I checked, 
there’s nothing illegal about going 
to enjoy sporting events,” Shulkin 
said during the interview. 

The European trip cost 
$122,334, and the report shows 
that full days of the 10-day trip 
were spent on leisure activities. 
The inspector general wrote they 
were unable to determine wheth¬ 
er the cost of the trip was appro¬ 
priate because of discrepancies 
in VA documentation. The issue 
will get a closer look by VA audi¬ 
tors, the report states. 

Shulkin is expected to face law¬ 
makers Thursday morning at a 
hearing of the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. The hearing 
was scheduled to discuss the VA’s 
proposed budget for fiscal 2019. 

In a statement later Wednes¬ 
day, leaders of the House and 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs commit¬ 
tees said they were “disappointed 
by the details described in the IG 
report.” The statement was is¬ 
sued jointly by Rep. Phil Roe, R- 
Tenn.; Rep. Tim Walz, D-Minn.; 


Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga.; and 
Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont. 

“We believe that public officials 
must be held to a higher standard, 
and whether intentional or not, 
misusing taxpayer dollars is un¬ 
acceptable,” the statement reads. 
“We need to continue the progress 
we have made and not allow dis¬ 
tractions to get in the way of help¬ 
ing our veterans. We’re counting 
on Dr. Shulkin to actively address 
all of the allegations outlined in 
this report. Our veterans deserve 
no less.” 

In a statement Wednesday, 
Shulkin denied the allegations, 
stating simply: “I have done noth¬ 
ing wrong.” 

“The report is neither accurate 
nor objective,” he said. “It is a 
direct assault on my spouse, my 
character and my unblemished 
record of service to veterans.” 

In September, the VA pre-empt¬ 
ed the Washington Post report 
about the European trip by post¬ 
ing Shulkin’s travel details online 
as an act of transparency. The 
itineraries show Shulkin hasn’t 
used private charter planes, as 
some of Trump’s other Cabinet 
members have. 

Former Health and Human 
Services Secretary Tom Price 
resigned amid controversy last 
fall after spending hundreds of 


thousands of taxpayer dollars on 
private chartered flights. Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke, Treasury 
Secretary Steve Mnuchin and 
Scott Pruitt, administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agen¬ 
cy, have also been scrutinized 
for their use of noncommercial 
flights. 

Until recently, Shulkin — a 
holdover from former President 
Barack Obama’s administration 
who was confirmed with unani¬ 
mous support from the Senate 
— has mostly stayed clear of the 
political discord that’s plagued 
other Cabinet members. But over 
the last few months, he’s faced an 
escalating level of controversy. 

During a public hearing in 
December, Sen. Jerry Moran, R- 
Kan., called Shulkin a liar and 
blamed him for a rift between 
committee members that led to 
delays in Congress tackling re¬ 
form to the VA Choice program, 
which allows veterans to seek 
private-sector medical care. 
Last week, The Washington Post 
reported that some in the White 
House wanted to remove Shulkin’s 
new deputy, Tom Bowman, as a 
“warning shot” to Shulkin for de¬ 
viating from the administration’s 
plans on Choice reform. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Coalition shifts focus to training Iraqi airmen 


By Khalid Mohammed 
AND ALI ABDUL-HASSAN 

Associated Press 

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq — Now that 
Iraq has claimed victory over Islamic State 
after a bloody 3%-year war, the U.S.-led 
coalition is decreasing air support in the 
country — the latest indication of the co¬ 
alition’s shrinking presence amid a draw¬ 
down of U.S. forces announced earlier this 
month. 

American and Iraqi air force command¬ 
ers say the coalition will launch fewer 
airstrikes in support of Iraqi forces and 
instead focus more on training Iraqi air¬ 
men. Iraq’s air force will assume more 
of the “missions, duties and responsibili¬ 
ties” to maintain the country’s hard-fought 
victories over ISIS, according to a state¬ 
ment released by U.S. Air Forces Central 
Command. 

However, Iraq is struggling to fund the 
Air Force’s $1 billion budget as the country 
is faced with the enormous task of rebuild¬ 
ing in the wake of its military victories. 
At a conference in Kuwait this week, Iraq 
asked the international community for 
$88.2 billion dollars to fund post-ISIS re¬ 
construction but was able to raise only a 
portion of that. 

“Training a fighter pilot takes years,” 
U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Andrew Croft 
said at a meeting with the commander 
of the Iraqi air force, Gen. Anwar Hama 
Ameen. “So this is not a short-term invest¬ 
ment; this is something for the long term.” 

Up until now the U.S. Air Force had 
largely been supporting Iraq’s security 
forces by launching airstrikes against ISIS 
targets and supporting the country’s F-16 
program. Currently, Iraqi F-16 pilots are 
trained in the U.S., and the maintenance 
and security of Iraq’s F-16s is largely car¬ 
ried out by American contractors. 

The announcement from the Air Force 
follows the announcement of a “shift in 


focus from the U.S.-led coalition earlier 
this month after the Iraqi government said 
the U.S. had begun to reduce the number 
of American forces in Iraq. The U.S. is re¬ 
ducing the number of its troops in Iraq, but 
Iraqi and coalition officials say an agree¬ 
ment on the size of the force that will re- 



This is not 
a short-term 
investment; 
this is 
something 
for the long 
term/ 


main in the country 
has not yet been 
reached. 

The coalition will 
now focus on “po¬ 
licing, border con¬ 
trol and military 
capacity building,” 
Brig. Gen. Jonathan 
Braga said in a writ¬ 
ten statement last 
week. 

“We will sustain 
the successful mo¬ 
mentum and en¬ 
hance the capacities 
of the Iraqi Security 
Forces in pursu¬ 
ing Daesh, now 
and in the future,” 
he added, using an 
Arabic acronym for 


„ - r ISIS. 

Coalition air- 

U.S. Air Force ® trl ^ es . , prove( ? t0 
be decisive early on 
in the fight against 
ISIS and fueled Iraqi military victories 
throughout the more than three-year-long 
campaign. 

Before the U.S. began a campaign of 
airstrikes against ISIS in August 2014, the 
extremists could easily travel across the 
vast swaths of territory — much of it open 
desert — under their control in Iraq and 
neighboring Syria. Just weeks after over¬ 
running Mosul, ISIS fighters launched a 
push on the city of Irbil in Iraq’s Kurdish 
region that was largely repelled by coali- 



Khalid Mohammed/AP 


U.S. and Iraqi engineers do engine maintenance on a U.S.-made Iraqi air force F-16 
fighter jet at Balad Air Base, 45 miles north of Baghdad, on Tuesday. 


tion air power. 

In the months that followed, the extrem¬ 
ists’ territorial gains were largely halted, 
and over the next three years Iraqi ground 
forces with close coalition air support 
pushed ISIS out of towns, villages and cit¬ 
ies across the country. In December, Iraq’s 
prime minister declared victory over the 
group. 

Croft said a well-trained and -equipped 
Iraqi air force could have prevented the 
fall of Mosul. 

“If Iraq had a couple of airplanes and 
a couple of controllers, that would never 
have happened,” he said, referring to ISIS’ 
blitz across Iraq in the summer of 2014. 

However, maintaining a modern air 
force has been prohibitively expensive for 


Iraq. Last month, contracting firm Sally¬ 
port Global Holdings was awarded a $400 
million contract for base operations and 
security for Iraq’s F-16 program by the 
U.S. Air Force. 

By training Iraqis to maintain and se¬ 
cure their own equipment, Iraqi air force 
commander Ameen said he hopes to bring 
down costs. “The big challenge for us right 
now is the budget,” he said. 

Iraq continues to struggle with a bud¬ 
get crisis sparked by a downturn in global 
oil prices and years of mismanagement of 
natural resource revenues. The enormous 
cost of rebuilding thousands of homes and 
swaths of infrastructure destroyed in the 
fight against ISIS is compounding Iraq’s 
economies woes. 


Syria: US, Russian officials maintain contact to avoid mishaps on battlefield 


Russia seeks to regulate military contractors 

Associated Press 


MOSCOW — The Russian parliament is work¬ 
ing on a bill to regulate private military compa¬ 
nies, a senior lawmaker said Wednesday after 
reports that an unknown number of Russian 
military contractors were killed in a U.S. strike 
in Syria. 

Retired Gen. Vladimir Shamanov, head of the 
defense committee in the lower house of Russia’s 
parliament, said the government needs to over¬ 
see private military contractors. 

“The state must be directly involved in issues 


related to the life and health of our citizens,” 
he said in remarks carried by Russian news 
agencies. 

Along with the Russian military, which has 
waged a military campaign in Syria backing 
the government since 2015, thousands of Rus¬ 
sians have also reportedly fought there as private 
contractors. The private fighters allowed the 
Kremlin to keep the official death toll from its 
campaign in Syria low, helping to avoid negative 
publicity about Russia’s involvement in Syria as 
President Vladimir Putin runs for re-election in 
the country’s March 18 presidential vote. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Russian forces are supporting 
the Syrian government in its war 
with opposition groups, some of 
which are backed by the U.S. El¬ 
ements of both sides are fighting 
the last remnants of Islamic State 
in Syria. U.S. and Russian mili¬ 
tary officials maintain daily con¬ 
tact to avoid battlefield mishaps. 

Beyond doubt is the ferocious 
scale of the U.S. attack on Feb. 7, 
in response to what the Pentagon 
called a barrage of artillery and 
tank fire from several hundred 
“pro-regime” fighters in Deir el- 
Zour province, an area in eastern 
Syria where the last ISIS fighters 
have converged among oil fields. 
Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Harrigian, com¬ 
mander of U.S. air forces in the 
Middle East, told reporters a 
broad range of U.S. air power was 
unleashed. 

For more than three hours, 
American F-15E attack planes, 
B-52 strategic bombers, AC-130 
gunships, Apache attack helicop¬ 
ters and Reaper drones fired on 
the attacking ground force, which 
Harrigian said was advancing 
under covering fire from artillery, 
mortars, rockets and tank rounds. 
The air power stopped the attack¬ 
ers’ advance and destroyed an 
unspecified number of artillery 


guns and battle tanks, he said, but 
he gave no estimate of casualties 
or full picture of the assailants. 

“As the hostile forces turned 
west and retreated, we ceased 
fire,” Harrigian, speaking from 
his headquarters in Qatar, said 
in a video teleconference with re¬ 
porters at the Pentagon. 

In a second episode, the U.S. 
struck a Russian-made T-72 battle 
tank Saturday after it “took a shot 
at us” in the same general area of 
Deir el-Zour province, Harrigian 
said, adding that he did not know 
who was operating the tank. 


Russian media said Russian 
private contractors were part of 
pro-Syrian government forces 
that advanced on oil fields in the 
Deir el-Zour province and were 
targeted by the U.S. The reports 
cited activists who said at least 
four Russian citizens were killed 
in Syria on Feb. 7. 

Without mentioning the U.S. 
strike, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday that 
“Americans have taken danger¬ 
ous unilateral steps.” 

“Those steps look increasingly 
like part of efforts to create a 


quasi-state on a large part of Syr¬ 
ian territory — from the eastern 
bank of the Euphrates River all 
the way to the border with Iraq,” 
he said. 

The state news agency Tass on 
Tuesday cited Natalya Krylova, a 
municipal lawmaker in the town 
of Asbestos in the Urals, saying 
local residents Igor Kosoturov 
and Stanislav Matveyev were 
killed in Syria on Feb. 7. The In¬ 
terfax news agency reported that 
a Cossack group in the western¬ 
most Kalningrad region said a 
member named Vladimir Loginov 


was killed in combat in the Deir 
el-Zour province. It also quoted 
Alexander Averin, the leader of 
extreme leftist group Another 
Russia, saying that one of its ac¬ 
tivists, Kirill Ananyev, was killed 
by the U.S. strike near Khusham, 
where the U.S. said its counterat¬ 
tack occurred. 

Asked at a Senate Intelligence 
Committee hearing about Rus¬ 
sian deaths, CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo said, “From an intelli¬ 
gence perspective, we have seen 
in multiple instances foreign forc¬ 
es using mercenaries in battles 
that will begin to approach the 
United States.” He deferred to the 
Pentagon on the specifics on the 
incident. 

Mattis, speaking to reporters 
Tuesday while traveling in Eu¬ 
rope, was adamant he knew of no 
Russian contractors killed in the 
fighting, which he attributed to a 
surprising assault in light of ob¬ 
vious U.S. advantages, including 
overwhelming air power. 

“I don’t have any reporting” 
about Russians being among the 
casualties, Mattis said. 

President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
wouldn’t comment on the reports 
either, saying they needed to be 
verified. 
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Defense alliance to launch 
new Iraq training mission 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

NATO will plan for a new training mission in Iraq 
which comes after a request for more alliance sup¬ 
port from the Iraqi government and the U.S.-led co¬ 
alition fighting there. 

“This will put our presence (in Iraq) on a firmer 
footing,” NATO Secretary-General Jens Stolten- 
berg said at a defense minis¬ 
terial meeting in Brussels on 
Wednesday. 

The aim is to launch the mis¬ 
sion in July. 

Last year, NATO formally 
joined the U.S.-led coalition 
battling Islamic State, but the 
move was largely symbolic and 
followed intense pressure from 
the Trump administration for 
allies to do more in the coun¬ 
terterrorism fight. 

The newly announced effort 
will allow NATO to tap into the alliance for generat¬ 
ing procedures and funding, Stoltenberg said. 

Allies have not said how many troops will be 
needed for the expanded training mission, and it is 
unclear how many of the alliance’s 29 members will 
be eager to venture deeper into Iraq. There are no 
plans for a NATO-led combat role in Iraq, where ISIS 
has been forced out of all its former strongholds. 

The new mission will allow for a larger, more co¬ 
ordinated effort to build Iraqi defense institutions 


and add support in tactical areas, such as counter¬ 
ing roadside bombs, Stoltenberg said. “This will 
help make Iraq safer. And us more secure,” he said. 

NATO operated a small training mission in Iraq 
from 2004 until 2011, when its 130 personnel were 
withdrawn after disagreement with Baghdad over 
the legal status of foreign troops in the country. The 
U.S. cited the same reasons when it withdrew most 
of its forces in 2011. 

Baghdad insisted that all such forces be subject 
to its laws and judicial system, while NATO sought 
legal immunity for its trainers. The previous im¬ 
passe hasn’t emerged as a point of contention this 
time around. 

NATO defense ministers are meeting for two days 
of talks in Brussels, where members also will dis¬ 
cuss a pending agreement to launch two new alli¬ 
ance headquarters in response to concerns about a 
more assertive Russia. 

One command will focus on ensuring that U.S. 
troops and equipment can maneuver safely across 
the Atlantic Ocean in a crisis, while the other head¬ 
quarters will focus on ground movement in Europe. 

Locations for the headquarters haven’t been an¬ 
nounced, but Germany is a top contender for hosting 
one unit while the United States is the likely destina¬ 
tion for the Atlantic command. 

Defense ministers are expected to finalize plans 
for the new commands when members convene a 
summit of heads of state in July. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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US boosts aid to Jordan despite its 
break with Trump over Jerusalem 


By Carol Morello 

The Washington Post 

AMMAN, Jordan — The Unit¬ 
ed States agreed Wednesday 
to further expand assistance to 
Jordan despite steep cuts pro¬ 
posed in foreign aid overall and 
disagreements over the U.S. de¬ 
cision to recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. 

Secretary of State Rex Tiller- 
son and his Jordanian counter¬ 
part, Foreign Minister Ayman 
al-Safadi, signed a memo of un¬ 
derstanding to give Jordan at 
least $1,275 billion a year annu¬ 
ally over the next five years. That 
replaces a previous three-year 
commitment of $1 billion annu¬ 
ally, boosting total U.S. assistance 
by more than $1.3 billion over the 
five-year period. 

The new agreement further ce¬ 
ments Jordan’s status as one of 
the largest recipients of U.S. aid, 
along with Israel and Egypt. 


The increase comes two months 
after Jordan was one of 128 coun¬ 
tries in the United Nations that 
urged Washington to withdraw 
its recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. Later, the Trump 
administration said it planned 
to move the U.S. Embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem as early as 
next year. 

After the lopsided vote against 
the administration’s decision, 
President Donald Trump vowed 
to cut foreign aid to countries that 
do not back U.S. priorities, and 
U.S. Ambassador Nikki Haley 
threatened to “take names.” 

Wednesday’s agreement with 
Jordan, however, underscores 
how practical considerations of 
proximity and politics can over¬ 
ride domestic political calcula¬ 
tions, making it difficult for the 
administration to live up to its 
America First rhetoric. 

“We have differences, as any 


countries may have from time to 
time, over tactics, I think more 
than final objectives,” Tillerson 
said at a joint conference in which 
both diplomats were asked about 
the gap in positions over Jeru¬ 
salem. “I think our final objec¬ 
tives are quite clear and they’re 
shared.” 

Safadi was more succinct, 
saying: “We’re partners. We’re 
friends. We’re committed to 
working together.” 

Tillerson said the new aid pack¬ 
age will support political and eco¬ 
nomic programs in Jordan and 
ease the effects of regional crises, 
most recently the influx of hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of refugees 
from Syria and Iraq. At least $750 
million annually will be econom¬ 
ic aid, and at least $350 million is 
military assistance. 

The commitment is just a base¬ 
line, and in practice it can be 
much more. 


Donors pledge $30B for 
reconstruction in Iraq 


Associated Press 

KUWAIT CITY — A total $30 
billion in pledges were made 
Wednesday at a donor conference 
for Iraq’s reconstruction after the 
country’s devastating war with 
Islamic State, falling well short 
of the $88.2 billion Baghdad is 
seeking. 

The biggest pledge at the gath¬ 
ering in Kuwait came from Tur¬ 
key, which announced $5 billion 
in credit to Iraq, while Kuwait’s 
ruling emir said his oil-rich nation 
will give $1 billion in loans and $1 
billion in direct investments. 

Saudi Arabia pledged $1.5 bil¬ 
lion, while the Kuwait-based Arab 
Fund says Iraq will receive $1.5 
billion in infrastructure aid in 
coming years. 

Qatar, which is embroiled in a 
diplomatic crisis with a quartet 
of Arab nations led by Riyadh, 
pledged $1 billion. The United 
Arab Emirates pledged $500 mil¬ 
lion, as did the Islamic Develop¬ 
ment Bank. Germany pledged 
$617 million and the European 
Union $494 million. 

The United States, which has 
been embroiled in Iraq since its 
2003 invasion that toppled dictator 
Saddam Hussein, did not directly 
give at the conference Wednesday 


in Kuwait City. However, it plans 
to offer more than $3 billion in 
loans and other financing to help 
American firms invest in Iraq. 

Kuwait’s donation particularly 
was in many ways stunning as only 
a generation ago Saddam Hussein 
invaded the small, oil-rich nation. 

The donation by Kuwait’s ruling 
emir, Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah, 88, showed the deep inter¬ 
est his nation has in making sure 
Iraq becomes a peaceful, stable 
country after the war against 
ISIS. Iraq also still owes Kuwait 
reparations from Saddam’s 1990 
invasion that sparked the 1991 
U.S.-led Gulf War. 

“This large assembly of interna¬ 
tional communities that are here 
today is reflective of the large loss 
that Iraq withstood in facing ter¬ 
rorism,” Sheikh Sabah said. “Iraq 
cannot commence the mission of 
rebuilding itself without support, 
which is why we are all here today 
from all around the world, to stand 
by Iraq’s side.” 

Wednesday is the last day for 
the funding to come forward at 
the summit held in Bayan Palace 
in Kuwait City. 

Iraq, however, still needs far 
more donations. 
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GOP women 
frustrated 
by handling 
of charges 

By Laurie Kellman 
and Steve Peoples 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump White 
House’s handling of abuse charges against 
men in its midst is frustrating prominent 
Republican women as the party’s yearslong 
struggle to attract female voters stretches 
into the 2018 midterm elections. 

“It’s the mixed signals. They’ve just got 
to be stronger, more consistent, clearer 
in the message” to women, Sen. Shelley 
Moore Capita, R-W.Va., said Tuesday. “It’s 
difficult being a Republican woman to have 
to fight through that all the time.” 

Trump added a new chapter to his dif¬ 
ficult history with female voters in the past 
week by refusing to offer public words of 
support to the ex-wives of two senior presi¬ 
dential aides. 

Rob Porter, the president’s staff secre¬ 
tary, resigned last week after ex-wives Col- 
bie Holderness and Jennifer Willoughby 
came forward with allegations of abuse. 
DailyMail.com published photos of Hol¬ 
derness with a black eye. Porter denied 
harming either of them. 

A second White House official, Trump 
speechwriter David Sorensen, left the 
White House last Friday after his ex-wife, 
Jessica Corbett, described physical abuse 
that included being thrown into a wall and 
burned by a cigarette. He too denied the 
allegations. 

But Trump has had only good things to 
say about Porter and voiced sympathy for 
him. The president has refused to express 
support for the women involved or person¬ 
ally condemn domestic abuse. 

“Peoples lives are being shattered and 
destroyed by a mere allegation. Some are 
true and some are false. Some are old and 
some are new,” Trump said in a tweet Sat- 



Sen. Shelly Moore Capito, R-W.Va., accompanied by Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, right, and Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn, speaks in Washington in 
March 2015. Moore Capito is among prominent Republican women frustrated by 
President Donald Trump’s handling of abuse charges against men in the White House. 


P 


Ernst 


urday. “There is no 
recovery for someone 
falsely accused - life 
and career are gone. 
Is there no such thing 
any longer as Due 
Process?” 

The tweet espe- 
I daily frustrated 
| Republicans. 

“I’m extremely dis¬ 
appointed in this situ¬ 
ation. Abuse is never 
OK,” Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, said on CNN 
Tuesday. 

The president still hammers at his van¬ 
quished 2016 rival, Democratic nominee 
Hillary Clinton, whom he once threatened 
to throw in prison. His support among 
Republicans wavered just before Election 
Day with the release of an “Access Hol¬ 
lywood” recording in which Trump can 
be heard bragging about grabbing women 
by their genitals. And more than a dozen 
women have accused Trump of harassing 
or assaulting them. Trump called them 
liars and said he’d sue them — though that 
hasn’t happened. 

The White House says Americans is¬ 
sued their verdict on all of that when they 
elected Trump. Some 42 percent of women 


voted for Trump, while 56 percent went for 
Clinton. That’s similar to the gender gap for 
Bill Clinton in 1996 and Barack Obama in 
2012. Among registered voters, more than 
half of women — 54 percent — identify as 
Democrats or lean Democratic, compared 
with 38 percent who say they align with 
Republicans, according to 2016 Pew Re¬ 
search Center statistics. 

But winning over women has long been 
an uphill battle for the GOP, and there are 
signs in recent polling that Trump is mak¬ 
ing it more difficult. 

Some GOP activists said Trump’s ap¬ 
proach risks alienating moderate Republi¬ 
can women. 

“The party and party leadership has 
had so many opportunities to try to right 
its wrongs, and Donald Trump’s wrongs, 
with women, to take a stand ... and they 
haven’t,” said Meghan Milloy, co-founder 
of Republican Women for Progress, previ¬ 
ously called Republicans for Hillary. The 
GOP, she said, “is going to start losing 
women.” 

Jennifer Horn, former New Hampshire 
Republican chairwoman, added, “Every 
single time the president tries to excuse a 
man who has assaulted women, it makes 
it harder and harder for our candidates to 
run credible campaigns.” 


House panel to probe Porter security clearance 


By Deb Riechmann 
and Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers on Capi¬ 
tol Hill want to know how former presiden¬ 
tial aide Rob Porter was allowed to work at 
the White House under an interim security 
clearance despite allegations of spousal 
abuse. 

Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., chairman of 
the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, told CNN on Wednes¬ 
day that the panel decided Tuesday night 
to launch an investigation. 

Word of the probe comes a day after the 
FBI publicly contradicted the White House 
over Porter, who has been accused of do¬ 
mestic abuse by his two ex-wives. The FBI 
said it gave the Trump administration in¬ 
formation on multiple occasions last year 
about Porter and that the investigation 
wrapped up in January. 

That account by FBI Director Christo¬ 
pher Wray challenged the White House 
assertion that Porter’s background “inves¬ 


tigation was ongoing” and officials first 
learned the extent of accusations against 
him only last week, just before he abruptly 
resigned. 

Wray’s testimony on Tuesday marked 
the latest development in a scandal that 
has called into question the judgment of se¬ 
nior members of the White House staff, put 
new stress on the administration’s already 
strained credibility with the public and 
drawn accusations of tone-deaf handling 
of abuse allegations. 

The weeklong fallout from the allegations 
against Porter, President Donald Trump’s 
staff secretary, has thrown the West Wing 
into chaos and has sparked new rounds of 
recriminations inside the White House. 

Privately, officials acknowledge that the 
public timeline offered last week — that 
the administration first learned of the ex- 
wives’ charges against Porter last Tuesday 
— was flawed at best. 

Several senior officials, including chief 
of staff John Kelly and White House coun¬ 
sel Don McGahn, were aware of the broad 


allegations against Porter for months, of¬ 
ficials said. 

Kelly found out after requesting an up¬ 
date on the large number of senior staffers 
operating without full security clearances, 
according to a senior administration offi¬ 
cial who spoke on condition of anonymity 
to discuss internal discussions. McGahn 
told Kelly last fall there was concern about 
information in the background investiga¬ 
tion involving Porter’s ex-wives, the of¬ 
ficial said, and Kelly expressed surprise 
that Porter had previously been married. 

Despite that, Porter took on an increas¬ 
ingly central role in the West Wing and was 
under consideration to serve as Trump’s 
deputy chief of staff, two officials said. 

White House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders told reporters Monday, 
“The White House had not received any 
specific papers regarding the completion 
of that background check.” Yet Wray testi¬ 
fied that the FBI sent the White House its 
preliminary report in March 2017 and its 
completed investigation in late July. 


Lawyer says 
porn actress 
paid by him 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s personal attorney said Tuesday 
he paid $130,000 out of his own pocket to 
a porn actress who allegedly had a sexual 
relationship with Trump in 2006. 

Michael Cohen said in a statement to 
The New York Times that he was not re¬ 
imbursed by the Trump Organization or 
the Trump campaign for the payment to 
Stormy Daniels, whose real name is Steph¬ 
anie Clifford. 

Cohen wrote, “The payment to Ms. Clif¬ 
ford was lawful, and was not a campaign 
contribution or a campaign expenditure by 
anyone.” 

Cohen told the Times he had delivered a 
similar statement to the Federal Election 
Commission in response to a complaint 
filed by Common Cause, a government 
watchdog group. 

Common Cause had asked the FEC to 
investigate the source of the $130,000 pay¬ 
ment and determine whether it represent¬ 
ed an excessive campaign contribution. 
Cohen told the Times, “The allegations in 
the complaint are factually unsupported 
and without legal merit.” 

The Wall Street Journal reported in 
January that Cohen had arranged the pay¬ 
ment to Clifford in October 2016 to keep 
her from publicly discussing the alleged 
sexual encounter during the presidential 
campaign. 

A week later, In Touch magazine pub¬ 
lished a 2011 interview with Clifford in 
which she claimed she and Trump had a 
sexual encounter after meeting at a golf 
tournament in Lake Tahoe, Nev., a year 
after Trump’s marriage to his third wife, 
Melania. 

At the end of January, Daniels said in a 
statement that the alleged affair never oc¬ 
curred. But in a TV appearance the same 
day, Daniels appeared to disown the state¬ 
ment, saying she didn’t know where it 
came from and the signature didn’t look 
like hers. 



Porn actress Stormy Daniels appears at 
the Grammys in 2007. President Donald 
Trump’s personal lawyer, Michael Cohen, 
says he, not the Trump campaign, paid 
$130,000 to the actress, who allegedly 
had a sexual relationship with Trump in 
2006. 












Thursday, February 15,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 9 


NATION 


Army vet among 
group challenging 
federal pot laws 



Mark Lennihan/AP 


Iraq War veteran Jose Belen, who uses marijuana to treat post-traumatic stress disorder, is one of five 
plaintiffs challenging federal marijuana laws who went before a federal court Tuesday in New York. 


By Karen Matthews 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Army veteran 
Jose Belen says the horrors of the 
Iraq War left him with post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder, and the drug 
that helped him cope best with the 
symptoms was one his Veterans 
Affairs doctors could not legally 
prescribe: marijuana. 

“Once I did use cannabis, im¬ 
mediately I felt the relief,” said 
Belen, who is now working with 
other medical marijuana users to 
mount a long-shot court challenge 
to federal laws criminalizing the 
drug. 

The 35-year-old, married father 
of two is one of five plaintiffs in a 
lawsuit claiming that the govern¬ 
ment’s decision to classify mari¬ 
juana as dangerous is irrational, 
unconstitutional and motivated by 
politics, not hard science. 

Government lawyers planned 
to argue Wednesday before U.S. 
District Judge Alvin Hellerstein 
in New York that the law is well- 
grounded and the case should be 
dismissed. 

The suit originally was filed in 


July as a growing number of states 
have broken with the federal gov¬ 
ernment and declared marijuana 
to be legal. 

Thirty have now legalized it in 
some fashion, including six for 
recreational use. 

The lawsuit challenges the list¬ 
ing of marijuana as a Schedule 
I drug, a category that includes 
heroin and LSD. The federal gov¬ 
ernment says drugs under the 
classification have no accepted 
medical use and cannot legally be 
prescribed. 

The lawsuit names the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice, Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Jeff Sessions and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration as 
defendants. 

The other plaintiffs include: 

■ Former NFL player Marvin 
Washington, the co-founder of a 
company that sells hemp-based 
sports performance products. 

■ A nonprofit organization 
called the Cannabis Cultural As¬ 
sociation that helps minorities 
benefit from the marijuana indus¬ 
try in states where it is legal. 

■ Alexis Bortell, 12, who takes 
marijuana to control epilepsy, and 


Jagger Cotte, 7, who uses marijua¬ 
na to treat a severe neurological 
disorder called Leigh’s syndrome. 

Poised and outwardly calm, 
Belen, who lives in Orlando, Fla., 
said he left a post-military career 
in insurance to found an organiza¬ 
tion called Mission Zero that works 
to end suicide among veterans. 

Medical research on marijua¬ 
na has been sharply constrained 
by federal law, but Belen said he 
found it effective for taming PTSD 
symptoms while other medica¬ 
tions pushed him closer to depres¬ 
sion and possibly suicide. 

The plaintiffs have asked the 


court for the broadest of remedies: 
a permanent injunction prevent¬ 
ing the government from enforc¬ 
ing the Controlled Substances Act 
as it pertains to cannabis. It isn’t 
clear what the practical effect of 
such a ruling would be. 

The government argued in its 
motion to dismiss the lawsuit that 
if the plaintiffs want the drug re¬ 
classified, there are other options, 
including an administrative peti¬ 
tion to have marijuana resched¬ 
uled or asking Congress to change 
the law. 

In a court filing, government 
attorneys said the administration 


“uniformly rejects the notion that 
there is a fundamental right to use 
marijuana, including for medical 
purposes.” 

Marijuana got its Schedule I 
designation as part of the ranking 
or “scheduling” of drugs under the 
1970 Controlled Substances Act. 

According to the lawsuit, Re¬ 
publican President Richard Nixon 
ignored an expert panel’s rec¬ 
ommendation that possession of 
cannabis for personal use be de¬ 
criminalized because he wanted 
to use drug policy to target anti¬ 
war protesters and black people. 


Federal election security help beset by delays 


Associated Press 

With the first primaries of the 
2018 elections less than a month 
away, you might expect federal of¬ 
ficials to be wrapping up efforts to 
safeguard the vote against expected 
Russian interference. 

You’d be wrong. 

Federal efforts to help states but¬ 
ton down elections systems have 
crawled, hamstrung in part by wari¬ 
ness of federal meddling. Just 14 
states and three local election agen¬ 
cies have so far asked for detailed 
vulnerability assessments offered 
by the Department of Homeland 
Security — and only five of the two- 
week examinations are complete. 

Illinois, for instance — where 
primary voters go to the polls on 
March 20 — requested an assess¬ 
ment in January. The state is still 
waiting, and its officials can’t say 
whether it will happen before the 
primary election. The DHS says 


the assessments should be finished 
by mid-April. 

Meantime, fewer than half of the 
estimated 50 senior state elections 
officials who requested federal se¬ 
curity clearances have received 
them, the DHS says. That can hin¬ 
der information sharing designed 
to help states deal with election dis¬ 
ruptions. Congress is still sitting on 
three bipartisan bills that address 
election integrity issues, includ¬ 
ing funding to upgrade antiquated 
equipment. 

Overall, experts say far too little 
has been done to shore up a vulner¬ 
able mishmash of 10,000 U.S. vot¬ 
ing jurisdictions that mostly run on 
obsolete and imperfectly secured 
technology. Russian agents targeted 
election systems in 21 states ahead 
of the 2016 general election, the 
DHS says, and separately launched 
a social media blitz aimed at in¬ 
flaming social tensions and sowing 
confusion. 


The heads of the CIA and the 
State Department have recently 
said they already see indications 
Russian agents are preparing a new 
round of election subterfuge. Texas 
will hold the first primary of 2018 
on March 6; Illinois follows two 
weeks later. 

That makes local election officials 
“the front lines of the information 
age,” said Eric Rosenbach, co-di- 
rector of Harvard’s Belfer Center 
and a former Defense Department 
chief of staff in the Obama admin¬ 
istration. “After what the Russians 
did, every other bad guy is going to 
come after our democracy now.” 

Since last July, a bipartisan team 
at Harvard has been trying to shore 
up that local line. The group, which 
calls itself the Defending Digi¬ 
tal Democracy initiative, has just 
drafted its latest protect-the-vote 
election “playbooks” intended to 
prepare state and local officials for 
the worst. 
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Chelsea bomber is sentenced to life in prison 


By Mark Berman 

The Washington Post 

The man convicted of setting off explo¬ 
sives in Manhattan in 2016, injuring doz¬ 
ens and sparking a sprawling manhunt 
that ended with a violent shootout with po¬ 
lice, was sentenced Tuesday to spend the 
rest of his life in prison. 

The bomber, Ahmad Khan Rahimi, was 
convicted last fall on all eight counts he 
faced for planting explosives in the Chel¬ 
sea neighborhood. One of the bombs deto¬ 
nated on Sept. 17, 2016, injuring 31 people, 
while another was found on a sidewalk and 
did not explode. He was also accused of 
planting or setting off other explosives in 
New Jersey in the hours and days before 
and after the Chelsea bombing. 

“Inspired by ISIS and al Qaeda, Ahmad 
Khan Rahimi planted and detonated bombs 
on the streets of Chelsea, and in New Jer¬ 


sey, intending to kill and maim as many 
innocent people as possible,” Geoffrey S. 
Berman, the acting U.S. attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, said in a 
statement. “Less than a year-and-a-half 
after his attacks, Rahimi has now been 
tried, convicted, and sentenced to life in 
prison. Rahimi’s conviction and sentenc¬ 
ing are victories for New York City and our 
nation in the fight against terror.” 

During his two-week trial in October, 
Rahimi, whose name is sometimes spelled 
in documents as Rahami, did not testify in 
his defense, and during closing arguments 
his attorneys disputed only the charges 
that had convictions that carried life sen¬ 
tences. One of his attorneys did not imme¬ 
diately respond to a request for comment 
about the sentencing on Tuesday. 

According to prosecutors, Rahimi “failed 
to show remorse for his crimes” and in¬ 


stead actively tried to radicalize other in¬ 
mates he met behind bars. That began at 
least as far back as October — the same 
month he was tried and convicted — and 
involved “distributing extremist materi¬ 
als” to other inmates, prosecutors wrote 
in a sentencing memo last month. Those 
materials included bomb-making instruc¬ 
tions along with speeches and lectures by 
the late Anwar al-Awlaki, the U.S.-born 
imam who inspired numerous attacks, and 
the late al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden. 

Rahimi, 30, was born in Afghanistan be¬ 
fore his family moved to the United States 
in 1995. He became a naturalized U.S. citi¬ 
zen in 2011, a little more than five years 
before the bombing. Federal prosecutors 
said he began researching terrorist ide¬ 
ologies the following year, looking at jihadi 
material online and eventually searching 
for material relating to building bombs. 


Authorities said Rahimi was responsi¬ 
ble for more than just the Chelsea attack, 
which targeted New Yorkers on a Saturday 
night just days after the 15th anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

Hours before the Chelsea bombing, of¬ 
ficials said Rahimi also set off explosives 
along the route for a 5K charity race ben¬ 
efiting Marines. The race’s start was de¬ 
layed, so there were no crowds around 
when the bomb detonated. The following 
day, as law enforcement officials hunted 
for Rahimi, they found a half-dozen ex¬ 
plosive devices inside a backpack at a New 
Jersey Transit station. 

Police officers in New Jersey found 
Rahimi the next morning sleeping in the 
doorway of a bar. Officials said he began 
firing at the officers who approached him, 
ending in a shootout that badly wounded 
him. 



Project targets Mardi Gras trash 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


Workers sort Mardi Gras beads to recycle at the Arc of Greater New 
Orleans on Feb. 8. 


Michael DeMocker, NOLA.com The (New Orleans) Times-Picayune/AP 

While truck floats pass behind them, officers point out shell casings 
as New Orleans Police investigate a shooting on the parade route on 
Mardi Gras Day on Tuesday. 

Mardi Gras is marred 
as 3 are killed, 5 hurt 
in separate shootings 


Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — A festive 
close to Mardi Gras was marred 
by shootings across New Orleans 
that left three people dead and 
five others wounded. 

The first two shootings hap¬ 
pened in the afternoon when 
fights broke out near the tradi¬ 
tional parade route. 

Police clarified Wednesday that 
two teenage boys were wounded 
in one of the parade route shoot¬ 
ings. Gunfire struck one boy in 
the “head area” and the other had 
a leg wound, police said in a news 
release. 

A man appeared to have been 
shot twice during a separate fight 
and died after being rushed to 
the hospital, Police Chief Michael 
Harrison said. Police named 
Eddie Dingle, 21, as a suspect and 
said investigators obtained a war¬ 
rant for his arrest on a second-de¬ 
gree murder charge. 


The third shooting began as 
people celebrated Tuesday night 
at a house party in the Lower 9th 
Ward, about 2 miles from the pa¬ 
rade route. Witnesses described a 
fusillade of bullets. 

Police spokeswoman Ambria 
Washington said multiple sus¬ 
pects opened fire on a car with 
five people inside. The gunfire 
shattered its windows, flattened 
its front tires and left more than a 
dozen bullet holes in the driver’s 
door. 

The driver managed to drive to 
a nearby gas station before two 
people died from their wounds. 
Arriving officers strung up police 
tape to keep crowds away. 

At that scene and outside the 
family home of some of the vic¬ 
tims a few blocks away, mourners 
were still wearing festive Mardi 
Gras shirts and hats. 


By Rebecca Santana 
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS—Mardi Gras 
produces days of merriment, in¬ 
dulgence, a few hangovers — and 
a lot of garbage. Once the parades 
have passed and the beads have 
been thrown, the cleanup begins. 

This year two New Orleans 
organizations aimed to change 
things with a pilot recycling proj¬ 
ect to collect cans, plastic bottles 
and that ubiquitous Mardi Gras 
accessory dangling from fences, 
trees and balconies: beads. 

Hannah Kincannon heads 
recycling efforts for the Young 
Leadership Council, which has 
partnered with local events 
and festivals to help make them 
greener. She said Mardi Gras is 
how the city represents itself to 
the world. 

“We really want to represent 
ourselves as a city that has a sus¬ 
tainable mindset,” she said. “Just 
like Mardi Gras is something that 
everyone can participate in, recy¬ 
cling is something everyone can 
participate in.” 

Mardi Gras generates hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars and 
brings thousands of visitors to the 
city. But it has an environmen¬ 
tal impact. Earlier this year, the 
city announced it had cleared out 
93,000 pounds of beads clogging 
catch basins. 

Stephen Sauer, executive di¬ 
rector of Arc of Greater New 
Orleans, which is working with 
YLC, said the beads are toxic 
and have a tendency to twist and 
make knots. 

“Anytime we can avoid getting 
beads in landfills and out of the 
catch basins, the better we are,” 
he said. 

ArcGNO, which helps people 
with intellectual disabilities, al¬ 
ready had a project where they 
accept, sort and resell beads to 
the krewes that put on the various 
parades. But that relied on people 
bringing their beads after the pa¬ 
rades were over. 

This year, the two organiza¬ 
tions went to the source. They set 
up six recycling centers to collect 


beads, plastic bottles and alumi¬ 
num cans. Volunteers also hand¬ 
ed out bags for people to fill, and 
trucks traveled behind the parade 
to collect the recyclables. 

Parade-goer Jennifer Cham¬ 
berlain said she was heartened to 
see the volunteers picking beads 
off the ground and handing out 
bags. She’s brought her beads to 
Arc’s facility before, but having 
them picked up along the route 
was more convenient. 

“You want to catch stuff, but 
you don’t really want to bring it 
home,” she said. 

Bridgette Miramon, from waste 
management company Repub¬ 
lic Services, which volunteered 
to collect the bottles and cans, 
said the region has traditionally 
trailed the rest of the country 
when it comes to recycling. But 
she said that when she walked be¬ 
hind the recycling trucks, people 
were so excited they were “high- 
fiving me and hugging me.” 

She said they collected a little 
less than half a ton of cans and 
plastic bottles. Miramon was also 
“blown away” by the low level of 
contamination — other materi¬ 


als like pizza mixed in with the 
recyclables. 

This isn’t the first attempt at a 
Mardi Gras recycling project. A 
previous volunteer effort called 
“Verdi Gras” was tried a few 
years ago. ArcGNO also had a 
float where people could throw 
their beads back at the end of the 
parade, but that was discontinued 
out of safety concerns. Sauer said 
interest in recycling now seems 
higher in the city and among 
some of the krewes. 

Kincannon, from the Young 
Leadership Council, said the or¬ 
ganization aims to expand the re¬ 
cycling effort to more Mardi Gras 
parades next year and is working 
on recycling projects in conjunc¬ 
tion with the other parades the 
city has throughout the year. 

There’s also an effort to make 
the beads themselves more en¬ 
vironmentally friendly. LSU 
biological sciences professor Nao- 
hiro Kato has developed a process 
using microalgae that will make 
biodegradable beads — usually 
three times as expensive as stan¬ 
dard beads — more affordable. 
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Calif, teacher defends anti-military comments 



Photos by Chris Pizzello/AP 


Left: Pico Rivera, Calif., City Councilman and El Rancho High School teacher Gregory Salcido addresses the public during a council 
meeting Tuesday. Right: Military flags fly in front of Pico Rivera City Hall before the meeting. The council passed a resolution asking for the 
resignation of Salcido, who was recorded making anti-military remarks to his students in January. 


By Robert Jablon 

Associated Press 

PICO RIVERA, Calif. — City 
Council members in a Los An¬ 
geles suburb passed a resolution 
Tuesday night condemning and 
asking for the resignation of one 
of their colleagues who in his 
work as a schoolteacher called 
members of the U.S. military “the 
lowest of our low.” 

“God bless America!” one Pico 
Rivera councilman shouted as the 
vote passed. 

Councilman Gregory Salcido, 
who has been on leave from El 
Rancho High School in Pico Ri¬ 
vera, is seen on a video scolding 
a 17-year-old student wearing a 
U.S. Marine Corps sweatshirt 
and urging him not to join the 
military. 

“They’re not like high-level 
thinkers, they’re not academic 
people, they’re not intellectual 
people; they’re the frickin’ low¬ 
est of our low,” Salcido said on a 
recording made by a student. “I 
don’t understand why we let the 
military guys come over here and 
recruit you at school. We don’t let 
pimps come in the school.” 

The video was posted to social 
media and has drawn millions 
of views, along with outraged 
comments. 

Mayor Gustavo Camacho called 
it “bullying, arrogant and aggres¬ 
sive behavior.” The council can’t 
force Salcido from his post, but 
Camacho introduced a motion to 


WASHINGTON — About 200 
federal workers marched by De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs 
headquarters in Washington on 
Tuesday, protesting staffing short¬ 
ages and what they argued were 
attempts by President Donald 
Trump to dismantle the VA health 
care system. 

The crowd — people shaking 
noisemakers or carrying signs 
that read, “Staff the VA” and 
“Hire, don’t fire” — was orga¬ 
nized by the American Federa¬ 
tion of Government Employees, a 
union representing about 230,000 
VA workers. 

“We want to march on the VA,” 
said AFGE National President J. 
David Cox. “We want the secre¬ 
tary to hear our voices loud and 
clear.” 

The march was prefaced by 
speeches from Sen. Bernie Sand¬ 
ers, I-Vt.; Rep. Mark Takano, 
D-Calif.; Rep. Ruben Gallego, 
D-Ariz.; union leaders; and Rick 
Weidman, executive director of 
Vietnam Veterans of America. 
They addressed recent firings 
of VA workers and Trump’s pro¬ 
posed fiscal 2019 budget, which 
targets federal employee pay and 
benefits. The speakers also ex¬ 
pressed fears that Trump was 


censure Salcido, which would bar 
him from city committees and 
appointments, and to ask him to 
resign from the council. 

The meeting was Salcido’s first 
public appearance since making 
the comments Jan. 26. 

He said he was sorry to anyone 
his comments may have hurt, but 
he did not apologize for the re¬ 
marks themselves, which he said 
“were definitely out of context.” 


attempting to shift more public 
funds to private entities to under¬ 
mine VA health care. 

Their main point of contention 
was VA staffing shortages. As the 
crowd approached VA headquar¬ 
ters Tuesday afternoon, they faced 
the main entrance and shouted, 
“Staff the VA.” 

The union has said over the last 
several months that the agency 
has 49,000 job vacancies, but the 
VA argues the true number is 
about 13,500 fewer than that. 

As of Nov. 3, 2017, the VA had 
35,554 unfilled full-time positions, 
said agency spokesman Curtis 
Cashour. He added that it was 
“significantly less than the 49,000 
AFGE cites time and again.” 

When questioned about the va¬ 
cancies on Capitol Hill, VA Sec¬ 
retary David Shulkin has cited 
challenges with hiring doctors and 
nurses, particularly mental health 
care professionals. The agency set 
a goal to hire 1,000 mental health 
care workers in 2017. The VA hired 
900 last year, but lost 945. 

Weidman argued the shortages 
would lead to low morale and em¬ 
ployee burnout. 

“It’s burning out our best folks, 
and it’s unfair to them and unfair 
to the veterans,” Weidman said. 
“We need full staffing.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Salcido said he was trying to 
get his students, most of whom 
are low-income minorities, not to 
settle for the Army or Navy. 

“My goal as it relates to my 
students is to get them to do ev¬ 
erything to get to college,” said 
Salcido, who was shouted down 
by some angry members of the 
audience. “I wanted to challenge 
them to reach their academic 
potential.” 


A fifth Republican is now run¬ 
ning in the June primary for a 
chance to challenge Democratic 
Sen. Tim Kaine, of Virginia, in 
November. 

News outlets reported Tuesday 
that Bert Mizusawa has entered the 
Republican primary and is expect¬ 
ed to plan an announcement this 
week. He is a retired major gen¬ 
eral in the U.S. Army Reserve and 


He gave no indication he would 
resign from the council. 

Salcido’s comments came after 
he listened to nearly 50 angry but 
mostly orderly and calm speak¬ 
ers, many of them veterans. 

“America: Love it or leave it. 
That’s the bottom line,” said Raul 
Rodriguez, 76, an Army vet and 
retired warehouse worker from 
Apple Valley, who wore a camou¬ 
flage outfit. 


foreign policy adviser to Donald 
Trump’s presidential campaign. 

The Richmond Times-Dispatch 
reported Mizusawa filed a state¬ 
ment of candidacy Friday. His cam¬ 
paign manager, Mike Wade, told 
The Washington Post that frustra¬ 
tion over the recent three-day gov¬ 
ernment shutdown helped motivate 
Mizusawa to enter the race. 

From The Associated Press 


One of his former students 
spoke on Salcido’s behalf. 

Eric Gleason, 20, of Pico Rivera, 
who graduated from El Rancho in 
2015, denied that Salcido bullied 
students. He said Salcido urged 
students who disagreed with him 
to “speak from the heart.” 

“I believe that I probably 
wouldn’t even be here today if it 
wasn’t for him,” he said. 

Gleason said he was bullied 
throughout school and Salcido 
helped him. 
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Many tied to Russia 
probe still in limbo 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


A protester dressed like a polar bear joins others opposing oil drilling off the California 
coast in a march from the state Capitol to a hearing by the U.S. Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management in Sacramento, Calif., last week. 

Denied mic in meetings, 
drilling foes hold rallies 


Associated Press 

HAMILTON, N.J. — With giant inflat¬ 
able whales, signs that read “Drilling 
Is Killing” and chants of “Where’s our 
meeting?” opponents of President Donald 
Trump’s plan to open most of the nation’s 
coastline to oil and natural gas drilling 
have held boisterous rallies before public 
meetings held by the federal government 
on the topic. 

That’s because the public cannot speak 
to the assembled attendees at the meetings. 
The U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage¬ 
ment is meeting one-on-one with interest¬ 
ed parties and allows people to comment 
online, including typing comments on lap¬ 
tops the agency provides. People can also 
hand bureau officials written comments to 
be included in the record. 

What they can’t do is get up at a micro¬ 
phone and address the room. That has led 
drilling opponents on both coasts to hold 
their own meetings before the official ones 
begin. The latest will take place Wednes¬ 
day in Hamilton, N. J., just outside the state 
capital of Trenton. 

“They’re dodging democracy,” said 
Cindy Zipf, executive director of New 
Jersey’s Clean Ocean Action environmen¬ 


tal group. “The government works for the 
people. I understand it’s uncomfortable to 
have a bad idea and be held accountable for 
it, but that’s what they’re proposing.” 

Tracey Blythe Moriarty, a BOEM 
spokeswoman, said the “open house” for¬ 
mat lets people speak directly with agency 
staff to learn about the drilling proposal, 
adding, “We find this approach to be more 
effective than formal oral testimony.” 

Many attendees at past meetings dis¬ 
agree. Environmentalists rallied on the 
steps of the California state Capitol in Sac¬ 
ramento before a BOEM hearing there, 
citing damage from a 1969 oil rig spill in 
Santa Barbara and a broken oil pipe in 
Refugio Beach three years ago. People 
upset at not being able to speak publicly 
chanted “Where’s our hearing?” 

The agency set up informational dis¬ 
plays at its Feb. 8 meeting, including one 
titled “Why Oil Is Important.” 

“Californians have adamantly exposed 
expansion of oil drilling,” because of its 
effects on wildlife, oceans and beaches, 
David Lewis, executive director of Save 
The Bay in San Francisco, said this week. 
“So the outcry here against the administra¬ 
tion’s outrageous proposal is no surprise.” 


By Eric Tucker and Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Over the last nine 
months, scores of men and women — some 
powerful and moneyed, others obscure 
and struggling — have crossed paths with 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s team of 
prosecutors. So far though, just four have 
been charged. 

The rest — a colorful cross-section of 
people, banks and businesses — are in 
limbo. Some fear they may yet be charged, 
but most are witnesses who have had their 
lives upended by questions about Turkish 
and Ukrainian lobbying, efforts to obtain 
hacked material, interactions with Donald 
Trump’s presidential campaign and about 
every imaginable contact they’ve had with 
Russians. 

As Mueller’s inquiry has become hyper- 
focused on whether the president or people 
around him sought to obstruct justice, these 
lesser-known figures face a nagging ques¬ 
tion: Is Mueller done with them or not? 

Sprawling white-collar investigations 
like Mueller’s nearly always involve a pano¬ 
ply of witnesses whose cooperation helps 
build cases, subjects whose actions are of 
interest to agents and actual targets in jeop¬ 
ardy of criminal charges. Nine months into 
Mueller’s investigation, it remains unclear 
how many targets remain in the crosshairs 
or what will become of the people who have 
been questioned by the government but 
given no reassurance of whether their in¬ 
volvement in the case has been concluded. 

People involved in the case describe 
bursts of frequent dialogue with Mueller’s 
team, followed by stretches of silence, cre¬ 
ating uncertainty about where they stand. 

Washington criminal defense lawyer 
Barbara “Biz” Van Gelder, who is not in¬ 
volved in the Mueller investigation, said 
federal probes, by their secretive and ex¬ 
pansive nature, can mean months and even 
years of scrutiny without any resolution. 

“If there is a bank robbery, the govern¬ 
ment’s position is, ‘I can’t tell who’s an ac¬ 
complice, who’s a co-conspirator—it could 
be the guard, it could be someone standing 
in the teller line, it could be a lookout,’ ” Van 
Gelder said. “Everyone is put in the subject 
bucket until they have enough evidence or 
present enough evidence to get themselves 
out of the category.” 

Among those in the balance: powerful 
Washington lobbyist Tony Podesta, who re¬ 
signed from his namesake lobbying firm in 


Generally, if they don’t 
want to talk to you, you 
don’t want to talk to them, f 

lawyer with a client in the case 


the wake of Mueller’s scrutiny, and former 
GOP congressman Vin Weber, of Mercury 
Public Affairs. Both have faced scrutiny 
— and denied any wrongdoing — related 
to a Ukraine-backed Washington influence 
campaign directed by former Trump cam¬ 
paign chairman Paul Manafort and his as¬ 
sociate, Rick Gates. 

Dozens of other people or entities have 
been questioned, served with subpoenas or 
search warrants and provided information 
as part of the Manafort investigation. 

Others have also weathered months of 
scrutiny because of their association with 
former national security adviser Michael 
Flynn. They include a Turkish business¬ 
man seeking to get a controversial cleric 
extradited, a former CIA director, a former 
director at the U.S. Export-Import Bank 
and several former military and federal 
law enforcement officials. 

Now, months after the Manafort indict¬ 
ment and Flynn’s guilty plea, this group of 
people has been left in the position of wait¬ 
ing for resolution. 

Most people involved in the Mueller in¬ 
vestigation have declined to speak publicly 
about their work. A spokeswoman for Pod¬ 
esta and a lawyer for Weber declined com¬ 
ment, as did several involved in the Flynn 
part of the Mueller probe. 

But a handful of people involved in the 
case who spoke with The Associated Press 
say they’re not asking the government for 
clarity. In their minds, no news is good 
news. And even if defense attorneys asked 
for formal assurances that their clients 
won’t face charges, there’s generally not 
much anyone can do to force an answer. 

“Generally, if they don’t want to talk to 
you, you don’t want to talk to them,” said 
one lawyer with a client in the case who, 
like others who talked to the AP, spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss an ongo¬ 
ing investigation. 

A person who has been interviewed by 
the government recently described being 
afraid to open a lawyer’s bill, saying, “Even 
if you are a witness, every basic interview 
is costing thousands of dollars.” 


Agency adopts more responsive tone on ‘NextGen’ airplane noise 


By Anita Snow 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Nearly 100 people strolled 
through the high school cafeteria through¬ 
out the evening, studying colored graphs of 
flight takeoffs and jotting down comments 
for officials. 

More than three years after they awoke 
to find window-rattling flights rerouted in 
an airborne highway above their homes, 
residents of Phoenix’s downtown historic 
districts said they finally felt the Federal 
Aviation Administration was listening. 

A court victory by Phoenix and neigh¬ 
borhood groups over the FAA last year has 
prompted the agency to be more respon¬ 
sive to residents as it continues to beat back 


noise complaints around the United States 
over the air traffic modernization plan 
known as “NextGen.” 

While challenges by residents of Wash¬ 
ington’s Georgetown neighborhood and 
other jurisdictions are still being heard 
in court, people in other affected areas 
such as Santa Cruz, Calif., have not sued 
the agency because they believe their 
complaints are being considered. Phoenix 
residents said they appreciated the FAA’s 
current approach. 

“They are being transparent now,” Opal 
Wagner, a resident of the vintage Willo dis¬ 
trict and vice president of the Phoenix His¬ 
toric Neighborhoods Coalition, said at the 
first of three FAA public workshops held 
last week. 


“I think that it’s good that they are now 
dialoguing with the public,” Wagner said. 
“Maybe if they had done this in the begin¬ 
ning, there wouldn’t have been a lawsuit.” 

The historic districts and the city sued 
the agency after the FAA changed Phoenix 
Sky Harbor’s flight routes in September 
2014, bringing airport noise to public parks 
and the quiet neighborhoods of bungalows, 
ranch houses and Spanish revival homes, 
some dating to the 1920s and earlier. The 
FAA started revising flight paths and pro¬ 
cedures around the U.S. in 2014 under the 
NextGen plan, which uses more precise, 
satellite-based navigation to save time, in¬ 
crease how many planes airports can han¬ 
dle, and reduce fuel burn and emissions. 
Noise complaints poured in from Orange 


County, Calif., to Washington as flights 
took off at lower altitudes, in narrower 
paths and on more frequent schedules. 

In the Phoenix case, the U.S. Court of Ap¬ 
peals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
on Aug. 29 agreed with the city and his¬ 
toric districts that the FAA was “arbitrary 
and capricious” in its flight procedure re¬ 
visions in that area. Phoenix and the FAA 
on Nov. 30 announced a joint plan aimed at 
resolving the dispute. Under the plan filed 
with the appellate court, the FAA agreed 
to reach out to residents while temporarily 
resuming the previous departure routes 
starting April 1. In a second step, it will 
develop satellite-based procedures for the 
original routes, seeking community feed¬ 
back throughout the process. 
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1 climber dies, others rescued on Mount Hood 


By Steven Dubois 
and Gillian Flaccus 

Associated Press 

GOVERNMENT CAMP, Ore. — One 
climber fell to his death and several others 
had to be rescued after conditions turned 
treacherous on Oregon’s tallest peak. 

More than a half-dozen people had been 
climbing near Mount Hood’s peak when 
a climber fell about 1,000 feet, said Sgt. 
Brian Jensen, a Clackamas County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office spokesman. 

“One of the guys slipped,” said climber 
Quinn Talley, of Welches, Ore., who had 
been descending after summiting Tuesday 
morning. “At first he was just sliding and 
right before he disappeared, he started 
cartwheeling.” 

Talley, who said he’s climbed the moun¬ 
tain about 20 times and has never seen 
worse conditions, said he tried to reach the 


man but the ice was too dangerous. 

“Normally, you like a frozen crust on 
snow so your crampons don’t ball up with 
snow, but this is different,” Talley said. 
“With the rain and freeze cycles, there’s 
something called rime ice ... and it’s re¬ 
ally loose and normally it’s just fluffy. But 
these were like dinner plates, hard ice din¬ 
ner plates.” 

KOIN-TV reported that video taken 
from a helicopter showed other climbers 
performing CPR on the man before he 
was airlifted by an Oregon Army Nation¬ 
al Guard helicopter to a hospital. He was 
later declared dead. Authorities have not 
released his identity. 

Mount Hood, a peak notorious for loose 
ice and rocks in warm weather, is a popu¬ 
lar climbing site that has seen dozens of 
accidents and fatalities over the years. 
Thousands climb it each year, mostly in 


the spring. 

The sun has been out this week and the 
temperature was around freezing at the 
spot where the climber fell, said Russell 
Gubele, of Mountain Wave Search and 
Rescue. 

“This is the kind of weather conditions 
and the time of year where you often get 
falling ice, falling rocks and problems,” 
Gubele said. “It sounds like the conditions 
up there are very unsafe right now.” 

Climbers used their cellphones to re¬ 
port that conditions were hazardous and 
described the falling rocks and ice “like a 
bowling alley,” said Air Force Maj. Chris 
Bernard, of the 304th Rescue Squadron. 

The stuck climbers were on or near the 
Hogsback area near the summit of the 
11,240-foot mountain east of Portland. 

Rescuers made it up to the other climb¬ 
ers Tuesday afternoon at 10,500-foot el¬ 


evation and assessed them before starting 
down the mountain. 

Two climbers who were in the same 
party as the man who fell were guided 
down the mountain to a snow tractor, 
which took them to Timberline Lodge at 
6,000 feet. Rescuers used a sled and a rope 
system to bring down a woman in the party 
who said she was unable to move. 

Steve Rollins, of Portland Mountain 
Rescue, said the woman arrived at the 
Timberline Lodge just before 8 p.m. 

“It was very hard to move under these 
types of conditions and she was very brave 
and very stoic during her evacuation,” he 
said of the woman who was rescued, add¬ 
ing that she was able to get out of the snow 
tractor under her own power. 

Three other climbers made their way 
down the mountain without assistance, ac¬ 
cording to the sheriff’s office. 



Jared Rigby, Wasatch County (Utah) Sheriff’s Office/AP 

A research helicopter lies at an angle Tuesday after it was brought down by a leaping elk in the 
mountains of eastern Utah. Wasatch County authorities said the elk jumped into the chopper’s tail rotor 
as the craft flew low, trying to capture the animal with a net. 


Leaping elk crashes helo in Utah 


By Lindsay Whitehurst 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — An elk leaped into a re¬ 
search helicopter that was trying to capture it and 
brought down the helicopter in a collision that also 
killed the elk, authorities said Tuesday. 

The elk jumped into the chopper’s tail rotor as the 
aircraft flew about 10 feet above ground in a moun¬ 
tainous part of eastern Utah, with its crew trying to 
drop a net on the elk, said Jared Rigby, of the Wa¬ 
satch County Sheriff’s Office. 

The two people on board weren’t seriously hurt. 

The state-contracted Texas-based crew was try¬ 
ing to capture and sedate the elk and give it a track¬ 
ing collar to research its movements in the area 
about 90 miles east of Salt Lake City. 

Helicopters are a frequently used and essential 
tool for monitoring remote wildlife in Utah, said 
Mark Hadley, with the state Division of Wildlife 
Resources. 


The tracking collars help wildlife officials moni¬ 
tor elk migration paths and survival rates. The state 
captures about 1,300 animals each winter, almost 
all using helicopters, and Tuesday’s downing of the 
helicopter was the first accident of its kind, he said. 

The crew had launched a net to catch the animal, 
but when that didn’t immediately work the pilot 
started to slow down so someone could jump out and 
hobble the elk, Hadley said. As the helicopter slowed 
down, the elk collided with the rotor, Hadley said. 

The helicopter was damaged on its tail rotor, right 
skid and underside, Rigby said. 

State officials will review the incident that ap¬ 
pears to have been a fluke accident, Hadley said. 

Environmental groups have protested the use of 
helicopters to monitor wildlife. 

The group Wilderness Watch is objecting to a plan 
to study mountain goats using helicopters in a cen¬ 
tral Utah wilderness area, calling the aircraft “un¬ 
necessary intrusion into some of our most treasured 
lands,” according to the Deseret News. 


Princeton professor 
who used slur cancels 
free speech course 


By Bruce Shipkowski 

Associated Press 

TRENTON, N.J. — A Prince¬ 
ton University professor canceled 
a course he teaches on cultural 
freedoms and hate speech after 
his use of a racial slur during a 
class discussion led some stu¬ 
dents to walk out. 

Colleagues say Professor 
Emeritus Lawrence Rosen has 
often used the slur during lec¬ 
tures on free speech. They say 
this is the first time he’s received 
such a negative response from 
students. 

A small group of students 
walked out of Rosen’s anthropol¬ 
ogy class on Feb. 6 after he used 
the slur three times, according 
to DailyPrincetonian.com, the 
university’s student newspaper, 
which first reported Rosen’s 
comments. Rosen asked the class 
“Which is more provocative: A 
white man walks up to a black 
man and punches him in the 
nose, or a white man walks up to 
a black man and calls him [the ra¬ 
cial slur]?” 

Rosen refused a demand from 
several students to apologize and 
argued with at least one student. 
Two students later filed a com¬ 
plaint with school officials. 

The university later issued a 
statement defending Rosen. The 
professor and the students did not 
respond Tuesday to a request for 
comment. 

“The values of free speech and 
inclusivity are central to Prince¬ 
ton University’s mission and criti¬ 
cal to the education we provide to 
our students,” the statement said. 
“The conversations and disagree¬ 
ments that took place in the semi¬ 
nar led by Professor Rosen (last 
week) are part of the vigorous en¬ 
gagement and robust debate that 
are central to what we do.” 

The school said it will continue 
“to look for ways to encourage 


discussions about free speech 
and inclusivity with the students 
in Professor Rosen’s class and 
the campus community more 
broadly.” 

Speaking Monday night at a 
town hall meeting with students 
that had been scheduled before 
the controversy erupted, univer¬ 
sity President Christopher Eis- 
gruber said he respected Rosen’s 
decision to use the word, citing the 
importance of 
y having con¬ 

versations 
where people 
feel “uncom¬ 
fortable.” 

Carolyn 
Rouse, chair¬ 
woman of 
Princeton’s 
Anthropology 
Department, 
who is black, 
wrote a letter 
to the editor of 


I feel bad 
for the 
students 
who 
left the 
class not 
trusting 
the 

f 


process. 

Carolyn Rouse th e The Daily 
chairwoman Princeton- 
of Princeton’s ian defending 
Anthropology P° sen s use of 
Department t ^ ie s * ur - She 
wrote that by 
the end of the 
semester, Rosen hoped his stu¬ 
dents would be able to argue why 
hate speech should or should not 
be protected using an argument 
other than “because it made me 
feel bad.” 

Noting that Rosen has used the 
same example year after year, 
Rouse said this was the first year 
he got the response he did from 
students. 

“I feel bad for the students who 
left the class not trusting the pro¬ 
cess,” Rouse wrote. “Rosen was 
fighting battles for women, Native 
Americans, and African-Ameri¬ 
cans before these students were 
born. He grew up a Jew in anti- 
Semitic America, and recognizes 
how law has afforded him rights 
he would not otherwise have.” 
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Israel's Netanyahu brushes 
off corruption allegations 


By Ilan Ben Zion 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Wednesday shrugged off po¬ 
lice recommendations that he be 
charged with corruption, calling 
the allegations “biased, extreme” 
and “full of holes, like Swiss 
cheese” and vowing to remain in 
office. 

Speaking at a local government 
meeting in Tel Aviv, Netanyahu 
said his government remains sta¬ 
ble despite the police announce¬ 
ment, and that “the truth will 
come to light and nothing will 
come of this.” 

“After I read the recommenda¬ 
tions report I can say that this is 
a biased, extreme document full 
of holes, like Swiss cheese, and 
doesn’t hold water,” Netanyahu 
said. 

He contended that the value 


of the gifts police alleged he re¬ 
ceived were inflated “beyond rec¬ 
ognition,” and accused the report 
of “trying to create a false im¬ 
pression of exchanges that never 
existed.” 

The police announcement late 
Tuesday that Netanyahu accepted 
nearly $300,000 in gifts from two 
billionaires dealt the embattled 
prime minister an embarrassing 
blow after years of investigations, 
but did not appear to immediately 
rattle his rule as reaction largely 
fell along partisan lines. 

Nearly all of Netanyahu’s Cabi¬ 
net ministers issued statements of 
support and no coalition partners 
appeared ready to bolt. 

Public Security Minister Gilad 
Erdan, in charge of the police, 
said the prime minister “deserves 
the assumption of innocence,” 
while Netanyahu’s coalition whip, 
David Amsalem, accused the po¬ 
lice of committing “an illegitimate 


act here to attempt a coup d’etat in 
Israel.” 

Opposition politicians, mean¬ 
while, called for Netanyahu to re¬ 
sign and urged his coalition allies 
to abandon his government. 

Labor Party leader Avi Gabbay 
said that Finance Minister Moshe 
Kahlon and Education Minister 
Naftali Bennett — leaders of two 
of the larger parties in Netanya¬ 
hu’s coalition — need to choose 
between supporting the prime 
minister and upholding the rule 
of law. 

“I think it’s clear here that this 
government needs to go to elec¬ 
tions. It can’t be that this govern¬ 
ment continues as is,” Gabbay told 
Israel’s Army Radio. “A prime 
minister that busies himself with 
attacking his police and law en¬ 
forcement is simply attacking 
himself, attacking the country.” 

The police recommendations 
now go to the attorney general, who 



Benjamin Netanyahu 


will review the material before de¬ 
ciding whether to file charges. 

On Tuesday night, Netanyahu 
accused police of being on a witch 
hunt and vowed to remain in office 
and even seek re-election. Netan¬ 
yahu has served as prime minister 
since 2009, and previously from 
1996 to 1999. 

The police recommendations 
marked a dramatic ending to a 
more than a yearlong investiga¬ 
tion into allegations that Netanya¬ 
hu accepted gifts from Hollywood 
mogul Arnon Milchan and Aus¬ 
tralian billionaire James Packer, 
and suspicions that he offered to 
give preferential treatment to a 
newspaper publisher in exchange 
for favorable coverage. 


Japan’s violent 
past with Koreas 
transcends sports 



Matt Slocum/AP 


South Korean Choi Jiyeon, right, of the combined Koreas team, 
skates with the puck Wednesday against Haruna Yoneyama, of 
Japan, during the first period at the 2018 Winter Olympics. 


By Foster Klug 
and Kim Tong-hyung 
Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea — 
As South Korea’s national soccer 
coach prepared to play Japan in a 
1954 World Cup qualifier, Presi¬ 
dent Syngman Rhee, who’d been 
liberated with the rest of Korea 
from Japan’s brutal colonial rule 
in 1945, had some advice should 
the Koreans lose. “Don’t think 
about coming back alive,” he sup¬ 
posedly told the coach. “Just throw 
yourself into the Genkai Sea.” 

There are sports rivalries, and 
then there’s Korea vs. Japan — an 
often toxic mix of violent history 
and politics, with an unhealthy 
dose of cultural chauvinism and 
envy mixed in. 

The fierce grudges over histori¬ 
cal persecution and a thousand 
perceived national and cultural 
slights cannot be untwined from 
the sports for many Koreans. 
These swirling emotions were 
front and center Wednesday as 
a combined team of North and 
South Koreans played regional 
power Japan in women’s hockey. 

Both had yet to win a game in 
these Olympics. Both desperately 
wanted that win to come against 
their rival. Japan pulled it out in 
the end, defeating the joint Kore¬ 
an team 4-1. 

“We did our best,” South Ko¬ 
rean forward Park Jong-ah said 
after South Korean fans showered 
her team with stuffed animals in 
the moments after the loss. 

The two Koreas share much, 
not least language and culture, 


but they’ve also been divided for 
seven decades and are still in a 
technical state of war. Just weeks 
ago, there were real fears of mili¬ 
tary conflict here. 

More than any temporary co¬ 
operation on the hockey ice, then, 
it may be their shared hatred of 
Japan — and the near universal 
perception that Tokyo has never 
fully apologized for or acknowl¬ 
edged its colonial evils — that 
joins them most forcefully. 

The last time the Koreas were 
unified, in fact, was during Japa¬ 
nese rule from 1910 to 1945. The 
end of WWII saw the division of 
the peninsula into a U.S.-backed 
south and Soviet-backed north. 

In the South, this history can 
sometimes feel fresh. 

Weekly demonstrations have 
gone on for more than two decades 
in front of the Japanese Embassy 
in Seoul by an ever-dwindling 
number of the thousands of Ko¬ 
rean women forced into sexual 
slavery by the Japanese military 
during the colonial era. 

Koreans also like to raise the 
debt Japan owes mainland Asia 
(Korea and China) for the large 
elements of religion, culture and 
language it borrowed during its 
formative centuries. All but for¬ 
gotten in Japan, there are angry 
memories still here about a hill of 
sliced-off Korean noses collected 
during a 16th-century Japanese 
invasion of the peninsula. 

All this and more was in the air 
as these two hockey teams met. 

“I felt a big thrill when the uni¬ 
fied team entered the rink,” said 
Yu Yongsin, 36, a schoolteacher 


from Daejeon in central South 
Korea. “When they scored their 
first goal, my happiness reached 
its zenith and it was the best and 
the most touching moment.” 

The Koreans scored their first 
Olympic goal at 9:31 of the sec¬ 
ond on their 33rd shot over three 
games. Randi Heesoo Griffin, 
from Cary, N.C., whose mother 
is South Korean, scored from the 
right circle off an assist from fel¬ 
low American Marissa Brandt 
before the Koreans came together 
jumping and celebrating on the 
ice. Later, Griffin would call the 
goal “kind of a lucky bounce.” 

“I know in reality the unifica¬ 
tion is difficult at this moment, 
but I strongly felt we were one at 
that moment,” said spectator Lee 
Jung-woo, 47, from Incheon, just 
west of Seoul. 


Many in Japan and South Korea 
watched with unease as the North 
Korean leader and U.S. President 
Donald Trump traded threats 
of war over the last year amid a 
near-constant barrage of weapons 
testing by the North, which is ap¬ 
proaching its goal of an arsenal of 
nuclear missiles that can reliably 
target U.S. cities. 

Japanese officials have ex¬ 
pressed concern during the 
games at Kim Jong Un’s sister fly¬ 
ing south with an invitation to talk, 
which South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in is considering. 

Past conciliatory moves by the 
Koreas have only allowed North 
Korea breathing room so it could 
continue its weapons programs, 
Defense Minister Itsunori On- 
odera said this month, according 
to the Asahi Shimbun. 


Cleric’s 
charities 
seized in 
Pakistan 

By Munir Ahmed 

Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — Amid increas¬ 
ing pressure from the international 
community, Pakistan on Wednes¬ 
day began seizing assets and funds 
belonging to Islamic charities 
linked to a radical cleric wanted by 
the U.S., officials said. 

It was the first step against Hafiz 
Saeed since he was freed by Paki¬ 
stani authorities in November on 
a court order. He is the founder 
of the militant Lashkar-e-Taiba 
group, which was blamed for the 
2008 Mumbai attacks that killed 
166 people. 

His release drew criticism from 
both Washington and neighboring 
India at the time. 

Pakistan’s Interior Ministry is¬ 
sued a notification on Wednesday 
requiring authorities to immedi¬ 
ately seize the assets of Saeed’s 
Jamaat-ud-Dawa organization and 
Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation. 

Jamaat-ud-Dawa is believed to 
be a front for Lashker-e-Taiba. The 
United States has offered a $10 mil¬ 
lion reward for his arrest. 

Saeed denies involvement in the 
Mumbai attacks and claims his 
charities are only under a U.N. 
watch list. 

The move came a day after Pak¬ 
istan’s Cabinet approved new rules 
in an effort to tighten the noose 
around outlawed extremist and 
militant organizations and seize 
their financial assets. The step was 
taken after Pakistan issued an or¬ 
dinance amending a decades-old 
anti-terrorism law to allow authori¬ 
ties to act against outlawed chari¬ 
ties, groups or individuals listed by 
the U.N. Security Council. 

Two government officials said 
they seized health facilities, schools 
and ambulances of two Saeed char¬ 
ities and renamed them instead of 
shutting them down. The officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity as 
they were not authorized to speak 
to media on the record. 

Yahya Mujahid, spokesman for 
Saeed and his charity, angrily re¬ 
acted to the seizing of assets and 
funds by the government, claiming 
the move was aimed at appeasing 
the United States. 

In a statement, he said the gov¬ 
ernment move could badly affect 
their charities’ welfare work and 
deprive many people of work. He 
vowed to fight the government in 
court and insisted Saeed had been 
kept under house arrest without 
any justification in the past. 

He asked supporters to exercise 
restraint in reaction to the decision 
after confirming the government 
was seizing their hospitals, schools, 
ambulances and others assets 
across the country. 

Saeed is known for publicly sup¬ 
porting militant groups fighting 
Indian rule in Kashmir, which is 
split between Pakistan and India 
and is claimed by both. Many in the 
Indian-controlled portion favor in¬ 
dependence or a merger with Paki¬ 
stan, and violence has increased 
in Indian-controlled Kashmir in 
recent years. 
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THE CENSUS 

The speed in miles per hour an SUV with a stuck accelerator reached while traveling about 50 miles on 
Interstate 95 in Vero Beach, Fla. A Florida Highway Patrol report said Joseph Cooper, 28, called 911 Mon¬ 
day afternoon saying he was heading north and couldn’t slow down. The 911 operator told Cooper to put the 
vehicle in neutral, but he said he couldn’t. He said he didn’t want to use the emergency brake at the speed he 
was traveling. State troopers and local police drove alongside the SUV to clear traffic. Deploying stop sticks three times, they finally 
brought the SUV to a stop west of Vero Beach. Cooper was taken to a nearby hospital after complaining of chest pains. 



Butch Comegys, The (Scranton, Pa.) Times & Tribune/AP 


Face climbing 

A construction worker climbs atop a ladder next to a large advertising billboard along the Scranton Expressway in Scranton, Pa., on Monday. 


100 



Pooch barred from 
running for governor 

|f Q HUTCHINSON — 

""4-%# Kansas election offi¬ 
cials are putting the brakes on a 
dog’s campaign for governor. 

KWCH-TV reported that Ter- 
ran Woolley, of Hutchinson, decid¬ 
ed to file the paperwork over the 
weekend for his 3-year-old pooch, 
Angus, to run for the state’s top 
office after reading stories about 
six teenage candidates. The teens 
entered the race after learning 
Kansas doesn’t have an age re¬ 
quirement, something lawmakers 
are seeking to change. 

Angus is a type of hunting dog 
called a wire-haired Vizsla. Wool- 
ley figured Angus would need to 
run as a Republican. He described 
Angus as a “caring, nurturing in¬ 
dividual who cares about the best 
for humanity and all creatures 
other than squirrels.” 

The Kansas Secretary of State’s 
office said man’s best friend is not 
capable of serving the responsibil¬ 
ities required of the governor. 

Burglars leave fowl 
mess behind at home 

YORK — Authorities 
said burglars in South 
Carolina broke into a house and 
cooked chicken wings and drank 
RC Cola. 

The Rock Hill Herald cited a 
police report that said the victim, 
77, said he came home Saturday to 
find the house and a vehicle ran¬ 
sacked. The report says the sus¬ 
pects left a pan of cooked chicken 
wings on the stovetop and stole 
food and a car battery. 

A neighbor told police that 
someone had tried to enter his 
house the previous night. 

No arrests have been made. 

Woman says she was 
ticketed for honking 

m HONOLULU — A 
woman said she was is¬ 
sued a $72 fine on Oahu for honk¬ 
ing her horn. 

KHON-TV reported Friday 
that Lynette Atuaia said she was 
crossing an intersection when 
she used her horn because she 
thought another vehicle was cut¬ 
ting her off. 

Atuaia said she did not realize 
the driver was a police officer 
until after she honked. 

She said the officer then pulled 
her over and issued her a ticket. 

Atuaia said the officer told her 
she should have seen he was an 
emergency vehicle, but she said 
the vehicle’s emergency lights 
and sirens were not on. 

A Honolulu Police Department 
spokesman said Atuaia may con¬ 
test the ticket if she feels it was 
issued in error. Atuaia said she 
plans to do so. 

'Obit bandit' targets 
homes of mourners 

||J| A BARNSTABLE — Po- 
lice have arrested a 
man they say broke into people’s 
homes in Massachusetts while 
they attended wakes or funerals. 

Authorities said they began 
to suspect Randy Brunelle, 35, 
during an investigation into a 
series of break-ins on Cape Cod. 


Brunelle previously had served 
an 18-month prison sentence on a 
2012 conviction for breaking into a 
police officer’s home as the officer 
attended his mother’s funeral. 

Barnstable police said they fol¬ 
lowed Brunelle’s car Friday while 
other officers went to homes of 
residents attending funerals. 

Officers discovered a break-in 
and pulled Brunelle over. Police 
said they arrested him after find¬ 
ing jewelry in his pockets. 

Man charged in hammer 
attack on roommate 

BEND—Sheriff’s dep- 
wi* uties arrested a Bend 
man who they allege attacked a 
roommate with a hammer. 

The Deschutes County Sheriff’s 
Office allege Matthew Planteen, 
34, struck the 63-year-old vic¬ 
tim early Sunday while the man 
was asleep. He then dragged him 
around the house, continuing to 
hit him with the hammer, police 
said. 

It took the victim about 12 


hours to get to his phone and call 
friends. They went to the home, 
called 911, grabbed a baseball 
bat and held Planteen at bay until 
deputies arrived. 

KTVZ reported that the victim 
was taken to a hospital in Bend, 
where a supervisor said he was in 
critical condition. Investigators 
said the roommates had a recent 
disagreement about Planteen 
moving out. 

Teen shot while testing 
Vietnam-era flak jacket 

m p LINCOLN — Authori- 
Irl t ties said a teen was shot 
in the buttocks after trying to test 
a Vietnam-era flak jacket with 
two friends. 

The friends decided to test the 
flak jacket Saturday at a cabin 
in northwest Lancaster County. 
After the jacket successfully 
stopped the bullets, the 19-year- 
old man put it on and stuffed a pil¬ 
low underneath to absorb shock. 

Another 19-year-old fired a .22- 
caliber pistol but missed the vest 


and hit the victim in the buttocks. 
He was treated for injuries that 
were not life-threatening. The 
victim had been drinking, but the 
shooter had not. 

Condom-wearing chile 
pepper offers message 

N M LAS CRUCES — 

Iri I wI February is National 
Condom Month, and state health 
officials are spreading the word. 

The Las Cruces Sun-News re¬ 
ported that the New Mexico De¬ 
partment of Health started the 
month with an Instagram post: 
“Wrap it up! It’s your health 
— Take charge and be safe! 
#CondomMonth,” paired with a 
red chile pepper outfitted with a 
condom. 

The chile is one of the designat¬ 
ed state vegetables of New Mexico 
(the other being frijoles). A recent 
study by Backgroundchecks. 
org says New Mexico is the fifth 
most “sexually diseased” state in 
America. 


Woman: Investigators 
seized and kept $700 

|{ Q TOPEKA — An elderly 
■ woman in northeast 

Kansas said she paid her neigh¬ 
bor $700 in cash for yard servic¬ 
es, but when authorities arrested 
the man, they seized her money 
and kept it. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal 
reported that Suzanne James, 
72, alleges the Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation balked at return¬ 
ing her money unless she went to 
its headquarters for questioning, 
which she refused to do. 

James said she paid $700 in 
cash to her neighbor, Chad Wend- 
landt, 42, to mow her lawn and 
provide tree care services while 
she was out of town last summer. 
Wendlandt was arrested by the 
KBI on charges of bond violation 
before he could do the work. 

The bureau said Wendlandt’s 
case concluded when he was sen¬ 
tenced to prison in December for 
drug crimes. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 


Netflix to air ‘13 Reasons’ 
despite allegations 

A planned second season of “13 Rea¬ 
sons Why” on Netflix will be unaffected 
by the recent allegations of sexual mis¬ 
conduct against author Jay Asher. 

Netflix says in a statement Tuesday 
that Asher was uninvolved in the new 
season, which is scheduled to air this 
year. The streaming network says the 
new season would “not be impacted.” 

Asher’s best-seller from 2007 about 
a suicidal teenager is the basis for the 
Netflix show. On Monday, the Society of 
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators 
told The Associated Press that Asher 
was kicked out of the organization be¬ 
cause of complaints about harassment. 
The Oklahoma Writers’ Federation has 
already canceled a planned keynote ad¬ 
dress by Asher at a conference in May. 
Later on Tuesday, Asher’s publisher is¬ 
sued a statement saying it had no com¬ 
ment on the allegations. 

Other news 

■ Authorities say a parked tour bus 
for alternative rock band Portugal. The 
Man caught fire before a show in east¬ 
ern Iowa. Iowa City Fire Department 
Battalion Chief Greg Tinnes says no one 
was on the bus when the blaze broke out 
a little before 4:45 p.m. Tuesday. No in¬ 
juries were reported. 

■ Nelly is reportedly under criminal 
investigation in the UK for an alleged 
sexual assault on a woman who claims 
the rapper masturbated in front of her 
and tried to force oral sex after a concert 
in December. Police in Essex, England, 
told cops they have opened an investiga¬ 
tion into the singer, TMZ reports. 

■ Omarosa returned to the “Big 
Brother” house with more warnings. 
Manigault-Newman, the former Office 
of Public Liaison communications direc¬ 
tor, didn’t alleviate the fears of her house¬ 
mates during Monday’s episode when 
she regaled the group with tales from 
the White House. “As bad as Trump is, 
you’d be worried about Pence,” she said. 
“We would be begging for the days of 
Trump back if Pence became president. 
I’m Christian. I love Jesus. But he thinks 
Jesus is telling him to say things. I’m 
like, ‘Jesus isn’t saying that.’ It’s scary.” 
The “Celebrity Apprentice” alum also 
warned about Trump’s crackdown on il¬ 
legal immigration and DACA. 

■ The family of Bill Paxton filed a 
wrongful death lawsuit Feb. 9 against a 
Los Angeles hospital Cedars-Sinai Med¬ 
ical Center and the surgeon who per¬ 
formed the actor’s heart surgery shortly 
before he died. Paxton’s death certifi¬ 
cate says he died Feb. 25, 2017, from a 
stroke, 11 days after surgery to replace 
a heart valve and repair aorta damage. 
A spokeswoman for the hospital says pa¬ 
tient privacy laws forbid her from giving 
comment on Paxton’s case. 

■ LeBron James and business part¬ 
ner Maverick Carter are producing a 
new version of “House Party,” the com¬ 
edy featuring hip-hop duo Kid ‘N Play 
that debuted in 1990. James’ SpringHill 
Entertainment production company de¬ 
scribed the project as a “fresh re-imag- 
ining” of the original. 

■ Heavy metal band Metallica and 
Afghanistan’s National Institute of 
Music have won the 2018 Polar Music 
Prizes, a Swedish award. It is the first 
time a heavy metal band has received 
an award given each year for significant 
achievements in music. The award panel 
said Metallica had “through virtuoso en¬ 
semble playing and its use of extremely 
accelerated tempos” taken rock music 
“to places it had never been before.” It 
said the Afghan ensemble “revives Af¬ 
ghan music, and shows you can trans¬ 
form lives through music.” 

From wire reports 



Oscar nominee Daniel Kaluuya is 

having a good year 


By Lindsey Bahr 

The Associated Press 

O ne year ago, most audiences 
didn’t know the name Daniel 
Kaluuya. 

Now, the British actor has 
a best-actor Oscar nomination for 
starring in one of last year’s biggest 
films, “Get Out”; a culture-shifting 
blockbuster opening this week (“Black 
Panther”); and a Steve McQueen film 
(“Widows”) on the horizon. 

The Associated Press, which named 
Kaluuya, 28, one of its breakthrough 
entertainers of 2017, spoke 
to the actor recently about 
his crazy year, the life¬ 
changing nomination and 
his mom’s practical ad¬ 
vice on Oscar-nomination 
morning. 

Remarks have been 
edited for clarity and 
brevity. 

The Associated Press: 

You’ve had quite the 
year! To think, you were shooting 
‘Black Panther’ when ‘Get Out’ was 
about to come out last February. 

Kaluuya: When (‘Get Out’) was in 
Sundance, I was in Atlanta preparing. 
Literally, I had U.K. press on my day 
off of‘Black Panther.’ It’s been a run. 

Did you ever think “Get Out” would 
be this big? 


No, I didn’t. An indie horror?! No in¬ 
kling. I had a feeling ‘Black Panther’ 
would be big. It was an ensemble; it was 
obviously a different thing. I’m Eng¬ 
lish, and ‘Black Panther’ is my third 
American job. It’s kind of like me un¬ 
derstanding how it works on this level. 
I was blessed to have this opportunity. 
And I didn’t expect ‘Get Out’ to be the 
horse that it’s been, just riding through 
the whole year and picking up pace. It 
looks like I have this master plan, but 
I just do stuff that I believe in and am 
interested in and work with filmmakers 
I’m a fan of. 

Has life changed for 
you? 

I mean, I’m sitting here 
and this balcony is bigger 
than my flat. But I think 
it’s still happening for 
me, to understand the ac¬ 
tual change of it. I think 
it’s when it goes quiet, you 
go, ‘What’s changed?’ But, 
like, the nom came out 
Tuesday. It’s, like, seven 
days. Just as I was like getting into, 
‘Oh, what does this mean?’ then I see 
‘Black Panther,’ and it’s, like, boom. 

How do you choose what you work 
on? You have Steve McQueen’s “Wid¬ 
ows” coming up next. 

I’m drawn to projects where I don’t 
know what happens next. That’s what 
happened with ‘Get Out.’ I was, like, ‘I 



haven’t seen this; let’s do it.’ Because 
you don’t know what’s going to happen. 
With ‘Black Panther,’ I have ideas now 
that I’ve watched it. I think it’ll be sold 
out for three weeks. 

Has the phone been ringing more 
often? 

I’ve been on ‘Get Out’ for, like, a 
year. I’ve been scheduled. My year was 
sewed up in September the year before, 
doing ‘Black Panther,’ doing ‘Widows,’ 
writing my script. At the moment, it’s 
like, after March, after the Oscars, 
we’ll see what happens. I kind of like 
that. After ‘Sicario,’ I took a year and a 
half off and I just read scripts and wrote 
and did my thing, and I think this is all 
kind of representative of my force and 
that year off, and what I’m about and 
what I want to do. I think it’s important 
to go, ‘Let’s press pause and see what 
opportunities are out there.’ I want to 
make things that have stuff to say and 
work with people who have something 
to say. I want to continue doing that and 
I’m willing to wait, and I was willing to 
wait. I was writing my script and I saw 
‘Get Out’ and I’m like, ‘I need to do this,’ 
and ‘Black Panther,’ I thought, ‘I need 
to do this,’ and ‘Widows,’ and it’s like, 
‘do this.’ 

Are you getting excited for the 
Oscars? 

I don’t know. ... I have no idea. I 
don’t know what’s happening. I haven’t 
thought that far. 


Oscar nominee for “Get Out” Daniel Kaluuya is among the cast of “Black Panther.” Willy Sanjuan, Invision/ap 
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Remington files for Chapter 11 


By Derek Hawkins 
The Washington Post 

The firearm industry was rid¬ 
ing high during the run-up to the 
2016 election. Hillary Clinton was 
favored to win, and an array of gun 
rights advocates warned of a loom¬ 
ing Second Amendment crack¬ 
down. Earlier that year, President 
Barack Obama had stoked similar 
fears by proposing to expand fed¬ 
eral background checks. Firearm 
purchases soared. 

That hoariest of right-wing 
boogeymen — a new Democratic 
administration hellbent on taking 
everyone’s guns — had returned. 

One Las Vegas gun store even 
advertised a “pre-Hillary” sale. 
“Don’t wait!” it cautioned. “Prices 
will skyrocket after Crooked Hill¬ 
ary gets in.” 

Between December 2015 and 
December 2016, the FBI reported 
record numbers of background 
checks. 

President Donald Trump’s 


upset over Clinton seems to have 
helped reverse all that. Fears of a 
crackdown have tapered off under 
a president who called himself a 
“true friend” of the National Rifle 
Association. And so have gun 
sales. 

It’s against that backdrop 
that the legendary gun manu¬ 
facturer Remington on Monday 
said it would file for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy. 

As Reuters reported, the North 
Carolina-based company an¬ 
nounced it had reached a deal with 
creditors to reduce its $950 mil¬ 
lion debt load, seeking to write off 
about $700 million. The company 
will continue to operate as usual 
as the case proceeds in Delaware 
federal court, Remington execu¬ 
tives said. 

“Difficult industry conditions 
make today’s agreement prudent,” 
said Jim Geisler, executive chair¬ 
man of Cerberus Capital Manage¬ 
ment, which acquired Remington 
in 2007. 


Reuters reported the company’s 
sales crashed in 2017, leaving it 
with a $28 million operating loss. 
Credit ratings agencies attributed 
the decline in part to “receding 
fears that guns will become more 
heavily regulated.” 

Bloomberg, too, noted that 
Remington’s bankruptcy was tied 
to the vagaries of the nation’s gun 
control debate. 

“The company’s fortunes took 
a hit after the election of Don¬ 
ald Trump,” Bloomberg wrote, 
“because Hillary Clinton’s de¬ 
feat erased fears among gun en¬ 
thusiasts about losing access to 
weapons. Sales plummeted, and 
retailers stopped reordering as 
they found themselves stuffed 
with unsold inventory.” 

Remington’s reputation has also 
flagged in recent years. The com¬ 
pany fell under intense criticism 
after the 2012 mass shooting in 
Newtown, Conn., in which gun¬ 
man Adam Lanza used a Rem¬ 
ington Bushmaster AR-15 rifle 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


Remington rifle cartridges are displayed at the 2013 SHOT Show in 
Las Vegas. Remington said Monday that it would file for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection. 


to massacre children and staff at 
Sandy Hook Elementary. A law¬ 
suit seeking to hold Remington 
partially liable is pending before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Remington also recently settled 
a class-action lawsuit over alleged 
defects in some of its rifles, as 
CNN Money reported. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 
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Dollar buys (Feb. 15). 

British pound (Feb. 15). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 15). 
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Sam’s Club offers free shipping to premium members 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Sam’s Club is 
offering free shipping for premi¬ 
um members and simplifying its 
membership tiers. 

Starting Wednesday, the 
Walmart-owned warehouse club 
will give free shipping on on¬ 
line orders for Plus members on 
95 percent of the items it sells. 
Most shipping costs previously 
were based on the item’s size and 
weight, the shipping method and 
the delivery address. 

Free shipping and faster de¬ 
livery have been key areas as 
retailers try to adapt to shoppers’ 
shift online. Online leader Ama¬ 
zon is reportedly planning a new 


service to pick up packages from 
businesses and deliver them to 
consumers. Meanwhile, Target 
late last year bought grocery de¬ 
livery startup Shipt to speed up 
same-day deliveries. 

Sam’s Club is also converting 
its three membership plans into 
two. Sam’s Plus will still carry a 
$100 annual fee, while the Busi¬ 
ness and Savings plans will con¬ 
vert to Sam’s Club memberships 
with an annual fee of $45. The 
company is trying to better com¬ 
pete with rival Costco Wholesale 
Corp. by focusing on the more af¬ 
fluent customer. It’s added more 
fresh produce and other higher- 
quality products. 

“We are creating a new Sam’s 


Club for our members,” said CEO 
John Furner. He said the chain 
is targeting suburban families 
with children who have annual 
incomes between $75,000 and 
$125,000 — which closely tracks 
Costco’s core customers. 

Last month, Sam’s Club started 
closing 63 U.S. clubs and said it 
would convert up to a dozen of 
them to e-commerce fulfillment 
centers so it can be faster with 
deliveries. The idea is to get the 
fulfillment centers closer to the 
customers’ homes. 

Making Change at Walmart, a 
campaign backed by the United 
Food and Commercial Workers 
International Union, estimated at 
the time that the closures could 


affect about 10,000 jobs. Sam’s 
Club executives said that it’s too 
early to tell how many workers 
who lost their jobs at the stores 
will get new positions. 
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OPINION 

Those Russian bots from 2016 are back 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
f you want to know whether 
Democrats will take back the House 
and/or Senate in November, just ask 
Russia. 

Or rather, ask the Russian trolls who 
have triumphed in disseminating real 
“fake news” to influence U.S. elections. 
They credibly did so in 2016 by creating a 
more favorable electoral environment for 
Donald Trump. And, reportedly, they’re 
determined to make trouble again in the 
2018 midterms. 

In the meantime, Russian “bots” — ap¬ 
plications that perform an automated task 
— were helping Trump once again by cre¬ 
ating momentum for the Feb. 2 release of 
the so-called “Nunes memo,” the four-page 
brief from the House Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee chairman alleging surveillance abuses 
by FBI investigators. 

To do this, Russian operatives created 
a #ReleaseTheMemo campaign on Twit¬ 
ter, which quickly went viral and cre¬ 
ated a sense of urgency and import to the 
committee’s findings — at least those by 
Republican members. Trump, who has 
final authority over such things, refused 
to approve release of a Democratic rebut¬ 
tal. Apparently, the latter was far more 
detailed than the Republican version and, 
according to the administration, could be 
harmful. Perhaps. 

But, also, Trump likely wanted the Nunes 
memo released for its value in casting doubt 
on the FBI’s investigation into possible 
collusion between Russia and the Trump 
campaign. And, undoubtedly, Trump and 
his Republican supporters want to end the 
investigation as soon as possible, discredit¬ 
ing the agency in the process. Not that the 
agency needed much help. With two agents 


The extent to which 
Russia’s cyberantics have 
manipulated American 
thought is of no small 
concern or consequence. 


exchanging romantic texts and emails 
that also included expressed contempt for 
Trump, it would be fairly easy for the pre¬ 
disposed to conclude that the entire inves¬ 
tigation was contaminated. 

Thus far, the memo has succeeded only 
in damaging trust between the FBI and 
Congress, possibly hindering future shar¬ 
ing of classified material. As Senate Intel¬ 
ligence Committee member Angus King, 
I-Maine, pointed out Tuesday on MSNBC’s 
“Morning Joe,” the Senate and House 
panels are the only watchdogs of U.S. in¬ 
telligence agencies. If the FBI or the CIA 
refuse to share, “then nobody’s watching.” 

The extent to which Russia’s cyberan¬ 
tics have manipulated American thought 
is of no small concern or consequence. But 
when nearly two-thirds of U.S. adults get at 
least some of their news from social media, 
the potential reach of bad actors is incalcu¬ 
lable. Facebook and YouTube lead the pack 
in sheer numbers of users, according to a 
2017 Pew Research Center study. Sixty-six 
percent of U.S. adults use Facebook, with 
45 percent getting news on the site. 

YouTube can boast that 58 percent of 
U.S. adults watch its clips, but only 18 per¬ 
cent rely on the video emporium for news. 
Relatively few adults use Twitter—just 15 
percent — but nearly all who do (74 per¬ 
cent) get their news from the little blue 
bird. Although its base is far smaller than 
Facebook, its viral capacity is incalculable. 


One need only think of the global reach of 
the #MeToo movement that spread in a 
matter of virtual nanoseconds. 

No one has better understood this infec¬ 
tious power than Trump. Crazy like a fox, 
he knows that he can imprint on the minds 
of his followers far more quickly than he 
could by traditional means — and without 
accountability. While President Barack 
Obama used Twitter to fundraise and con¬ 
vey campaign information, Trump uses his 
account to advance his opinion, taunt his 
enemies, exact revenge and, strategically, 
to misinform. Sort of the way Russia does. 

No wonder he admires Russia President 
Vladimir Putin, with whom he spoke by 
phone on Monday. What do you suppose 
they talk about? The “Russia investiga¬ 
tion”? Hashtags for future mind-melding 
ops? Midterm elections? 

They’re just around the corner. Direc¬ 
tor of National Intelligence Daniel Coats, 
testifying Tuesday before the Senate In¬ 
telligence Committee, warned that Rus¬ 
sia considers its efforts to disrupt the 2016 
election a success and likely sees 2018 as 
another opportunity. While congressional 
leaders are hoping to pressure social media 
groups into becoming more responsible, 
the burden for fail-safing our democratic 
election process falls to citizens to become 
more discerning as news consumers. 

Unfortunately, the minds of social media 
users are likely becoming more, not less, 
malleable. Demographically, the largest 
increase in news users on social media 
has been among older, nonwhite, less-edu¬ 
cated people, according to Pew. Except for 
the nonwhite part, this would seem a boon 
to the GOP, whose constituents, though 
whiter than the DNC’s, tend to be older and 
slightly less educated than Democrats. 

Trump once exclaimed, “I love the poor¬ 
ly educated!” Doubtless, Russia does, too. 


Presidential budgets are pointless these days 


By Stan Collender 

Special To The Washington Post 

T he Trump administration’s 2019 
budget, which was sent to Congress 
on Monday with the usual fanfare 
and hoopla (but no parade), was 
not only the most inconsequential presi¬ 
dential budget of your lifetime, but possi¬ 
bly the least important in U.S. history. 

It’s an American political tradition for 
Congress to consider every president’s 
budget as “dead on arrival,” even if that 
budget — like this one — is submitted to 
a supposedly politically friendly House 
and Senate. President Donald Trump’s 
new budget was doomed long before it ever 
reached Capitol Hill because it included 
big proposed spending cuts in very popu¬ 
lar domestic programs the Republican- 
controlled Congress was never going to 
consider, especially in an election year. It 
even proposed reductions in the additional 
domestic spending Congress and the presi¬ 
dent agreed to just a few days ago. 

Presidential budgets aren’t about eco¬ 
nomic policy; they’re about political spin. 

The release of the budget typically gives 
the White House the chance to dominate 
several news cycles, no matter how unreal¬ 
istic its agenda might be. Until the start of 
the Reagan administration, the media and 
interest groups were given copies of the 
president’s budget and briefed in advance 
of its formal release. But these days, the 
administration doesn’t say much (or says 
it only to a select few) before its budget is 
public. By the time reporters, columnists, 
pundits and those who would be affected 
by the federal budget have a chance to 
see, understand and comment on what the 


president is proposing, the White House 
has issued its own statements; the director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
secretary of the treasury and other eco¬ 
nomic representatives have given dozens 
of interviews; and the headlines have all 
screamed what the White House wants 
them to say. 

The budget rollout also often includes a 
highly choreographed set of speeches and 
congressional testimonies for the presi¬ 
dent and select Cabinet members that for 
the rest of the week will take the White 
House’s spin to local audiences and media 
markets. And if all goes well, the budget 
will be a big topic of conversation on the 
next weekend’s political talk shows. 

But the budget Trump put out this week 
is an even more obvious political ploy than 
most. 

Just three days before the Trump budget 
was released, Congress passed, and Trump 
signed, legislation that made its top- and 
bottom-line numbers incorrect by between 
$400 billion and $600 billion, not a small 
amount that can be dismissed as a round¬ 
ing error. And if the White House is being 
honest, the deal also changed the projected 
deficit and debt, and the economic forecast 
— none of which were actually updated in 
the budget documents the administration 
put out Monday. 

Faced with this credibility problem, it 
would have made sense for the Trump ad¬ 
ministration to delay releasing its budget 
so the new numbers could be fully incorpo¬ 
rated. It’s not likely there would have been 
many complaints from Capitol Hill: Fri¬ 
day’s deal had made the Trump proposal 
largely irrelevant, and Congress still needs 


until late March to finish work on the final 
decisions for fiscal 2018 before it can turn 
its attention to 2019. 

But the administration decided to move 
ahead with its original budget, instantly 
transforming it from politically irrelevant 
to largely useless. The “addendum” on the 
budget deal the White House sent Con¬ 
gress along with its proposal explained 
only the president’s preferences for how 
the additional military and domestic dol¬ 
lars agreed to last Friday should be spent 
and not how that spending would affect the 
overall deficit picture. 

The Trump 2019 budget is so out-of-date 
that it will probably be forgotten by Sun¬ 
day. In the meantime, however, the pro¬ 
posal got covered extensively, even though 
it was built on incorrect numbers. No doubt 
the White House was pleased. Even its 
nonsensical budget produced what Trump 
aides very likely considered politically 
helpful headlines. 

The president was first required to sub¬ 
mit an annual budget almost a century ago 
when the Budget and Accounting Act was 
adopted to provide better information for 
Congress to use when making taxing and 
spending decisions. But for at least the past 
30 years, Congress has more or less done 
what it wanted to do on spending, working 
with the administration on specific bills 
or proposals but not consulting the White 
House’s budget for much along the way. 

Maybe now it makes sense to change 
that 96-year-old law so that the president’s 
budget is no longer required. It might even 
be best to prohibit it entirely. 

Stan Collender is a Forbes contributor and 
teaches at the McCourt School of Public Policy at 
Georgetown University. 
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OPINION _ 

Iran playing with fire by testing Israel in Syria 


By Amos Yadlin and Ari Heistein 

Foreign Policy 

W ith the Syrian rebels on the 
run and the regime of Syrian 
President Bashar Assad gain¬ 
ing momentum, Iran is seek¬ 
ing to rewrite the “rules of the game” 
governing Israel’s actions in Syria. Last 
weekend’s clashes on Israel’s northern 
border occurred within this context. An 
Iranian drone breached Israeli airspace, 
Israel retaliated by bombing multiple tar¬ 
gets deep in Syrian territory, and Syria 
then shot down an Israeli fighter jet. 

Before last Saturday, Israel had estab¬ 
lished an expectation that its strikes on 
Iranian-Hezbollah weapons convoys and 
production facilities in Syria would not be 
met with an effective military response; 
Syria and Hezbollah couldn’t afford war 
with Israel, nor did they have the capabili¬ 
ties to seriously retaliate. This state of af¬ 
fairs was obviously disruptive for Iranian 
designs in the region and a bitter pill for 
the Assad regime to swallow. 

By launching a sophisticated unmanned 
aerial vehicle into Israeli airspace on Sat¬ 
urday, Iran set off a chain reaction, which 
led the Israeli air force to strike compo¬ 
nents of Assad’s air defenses and Iranian 
positions in Syria. This gave the Assad 
regime an opportunity to set a new prec¬ 
edent by firing on Israeli jets over Israeli 
territory, downing an Israeli F-16, and pro¬ 
voking further Israeli air force strikes on 
Syrian targets. 

Because it was the first time in more 
than three decades that an Israeli jet was 
brought down by enemy fire, the immedi¬ 
ate response by some analysts was to de¬ 
clare that the conflict in the region had 


entered a “new strategic phase.” 

The secretary of Iran’s Supreme Nation¬ 
al Security Council said, “The era of hit 
and run is over,” in reference to Israeli air- 
strikes on Syrian soil. Even the Israeli news 
site Walla made the foreboding prediction 
that this was a sign of ominous things to 
come along Israel’s northern front. 

They are wrong. The loss of one Israeli 
jet should not be exaggerated; it is not a 
watershed moment that will alter the stra¬ 
tegic balance in the Middle East. After all, 
the Syrians and Russians have lost numer¬ 
ous aircraft over the course of the civil war 
in Syria (including recently), and that has 
hardly ushered in an era in which they do 
not control the skies over their respective 
areas of influence. 

When considering air superiority, a 
single case does not change the strategic 
balance, as the calculations are about av¬ 
erages, not individual instances. By this 
metric, because Israel’s enemies have 
succeeded in bringing down only a single 
plane over the past 30 years despite that 
fact that it has launched more than 100 
strikes in Syria since the start of the civil 
war and destroyed the Assad regime’s 
nuclear reactor in 2007, according to The 
New Yorker, there is little basis for ques¬ 
tioning Israel’s air superiority. 

To demonstrate that the “rules” had not 
changed, Israel was quick to re-establish 
its right to strike immediately following 
the downing of the F-16. The only way to 
reaffirm that right is to exercise it. By 
doing so, the Israeli air force took a risk 
that its pilots would face more anti-aircraft 
fire, but the lack of resistance it encoun¬ 
tered highlighted the fact that the Syrian 
military was unwilling to risk escalating 
the clashes into a wider conflict that it did 


In its retaliatory raid, Israel 
sought to make clear there 
would be a cost if Assad 
and his Iranian allies 
challenged the “rules” 
again in the near future. 


not want and could not win. 

In its far-reaching retaliatory raid on a 
dozen Syrian air defense sites and Iranian 
targets, including the command center 
from which the drone was being remotely 
piloted, Israel sought to make clear there 
would be a cost if Assad and his Iranian 
allies challenged the “rules” again in the 
near future. By causing heavy damage 
to Syrian defense infrastructure but not 
going “all the way” and completely deci¬ 
mating all air defense units, Israel is well 
positioned to deter future incursions into 
its airspace. It demonstrated that it could 
demolish all Syrian forces if necessary to 
establish complete air superiority, but by 
not doing so gave Damascus an incentive 
to avoid future conflict. 

The first-ever direct strikes on manned 
Iranian fixtures in Syria also demonstrat¬ 
ed what may become an important com¬ 
ponent of Israeli strategy to deter Iran in 
Syria: Iranian forces stationed in Damas¬ 
cus are 800 miles from Tehran and only a 
few dozen miles from Israel, which leaves 
them extremely vulnerable to Israeli aeri¬ 
al attacks. Thus, while it is uncomfortable 
and undesirable for Israel to have an Irani¬ 
an presence next door, it does also present 
some opportunities in the sense that Iran 


is far more exposed and, if Israeli leaders 
deem it necessary, Israel can attack Iran 
without entering Iranian territory. 

After Israel’s counterstrike, the Iranian- 
led axis appears to have backed down. Rus¬ 
sia’s statement urging “all sides to exercise 
restraint” indicated that it was not sup¬ 
portive of Iran’s provocations that might 
put the Kremlin’s “project” of saving the 
Assad regime at risk. The Assad regime 
barely survived seven years of war against 
the Syrian rebels, and so it stands little 
chance of holding up against an advanced 
and professional military like Israel’s. 

Considering that the Syrian regime is 
in tatters, Assad is probably more keen 
on rebuilding his decimated country than 
on bearing the brunt of Israeli attacks 
launched in response to Iranian provo¬ 
cations. Hezbollah may be arming itself 
with advanced weaponry, but it is not in¬ 
terested in fighting another devastating 
conflict with Israel that could spread to 
Lebanon. Finally, the Iranian people’s pro¬ 
tests against their government’s economic 
mismanagement at home and adventur¬ 
ism abroad indicate that the regime should 
be wary of increasing its commitments in 
Syria. 

Even if quiet has returned to Israel’s 
northern front, this is unlikely to be the 
last skirmish. The next escalation in which 
both sides test each other’s boundaries and 
aim to rewrite the “rules” will come even¬ 
tually. It is not a matter of if, but when. 

Amos Yadlin, a retired major general in the Israel 
Defense Forces, served as the chief of Israel’s 
Military Intelligence Directorate from 2006 to 
2010 and is now the director of the Institute for 
National Security Studies in Israel. Ari Heistein 
is the special assistant to the director at the 
Institute for National Security Studies. 


The US and its allies nearly destroyed Raqqa to rescue it 



Gabriel Chaim/AP 


This image from drone video shows the damage in Raqqa, Syria, on Oct. 19, two days 
after Syrian Democratic Forces said military operations to oust Islamic State ended. 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

RAQQA, Syria 
ell descended on this city twice: 
first when it was captured by 
Islamic State fighters in 2014 
and made their capital, and then 
when it was liberated last year by U.S.- 
backed forces in a campaign that flattened 
much of the center of the city. 

Photos and videos show the damage 
here, but they don’t prepare you for the 
intensity of the destruction. Buildings are 
pulverized into rubble, block after block. 
Reconstruction in some areas is a distant 
prospect. It will take years just to clear 
away the shattered concrete and jungle of 
twisted rebar. 

Raqqa experienced a ferocity of urban 
combat rarely seen since World War II. 
Think of newsreels of Stalingrad in 1943 
or Berlin in 1945. Those cities are symbols 
of the fury of war and the cost of liberation, 
and Raqqa should be, too. 

Raqqa’s liberators were members of the 
Syrian Democratic Forces, a Kurdish-led 
militia that captured the city one building 
at a time. They surrounded Raqqa in late 
June and then squeezed it, ever tighter, 
until October, when resistance finally col¬ 
lapsed. Brave as they were, the SDF fight¬ 
ers couldn’t have won without devastating 
fire support from U.S. warplanes, armed 
drones and artillery. It was a brutally ef¬ 
fective combination. One of the last re¬ 
doubts was the local hospital. 

ISIS left a farewell message: The city 
is laced with IEDs, which have injured 
nearly 500 people since October, including 
more than 150 children. 

Some unforgettable images emerged 
during a daylong tour of the city last week 


with U.S. special operations forces who 
directed the campaign: mass graves dug 
in a public amphitheater to intimidate ad¬ 
versaries; the midtown traffic circle where 
ISIS videoed its grisly executions for the 
Internet; the stadium where the jihadis tor¬ 
tured prisoners in underground dungeons. 
ISIS made the city a theater of death. 

People here try to express the horror of 
those days, but what’s most telling is the 
distant, hollow look in their eyes. “If you 
didn’t need something, you didn’t go out¬ 
side,” says a weathered man named Abu 
Basser, standing in front of the ruined 
building that was once ISIS’ administra¬ 
tive headquarters. “We saw the darkest 
days of our lives.” 


On the street in front of him, a few yellow 
taxis are flitting by. Bus service has just 
resumed. Perhaps 50,000 people, a sixth of 
Raqqa’s former population, have returned. 

We stop in Mishlib, a neighborhood in 
the eastern district of the city. Two ladies 
pull out plastic chairs from their house, 
and a little crowd gathers on the sidewalk. 
Sajida, a hauntingly pretty 10-year-old 
dressed in a turtleneck and ripped jeans, 
hugs a female U.S. Army officer in tan 
camouflage. Ahmed, 20, a cigarette glow¬ 
ing at his lips, remembers the days when 
ISIS cut off people’s fingers if they smoked. 
He tries a laugh. 

“The children were living a nightmare,” 
says one of the mothers, who’s still worried 


enough about the jihadis that she doesn’t 
want to give her name. “They were taught 
how to kill.” Near her is a little girl in pink 
sneakers and a sky-blue sweatshirt that 
says “Goofy” and, close by, a boy in a Gap 
jacket making funny faces. Looking at their 
smiles as they cluster for photographs, you 
think: Whatever they lived through, they’re 
not frightened now. 

What are the lessons of Raqqa? One is 
that the United States fulfilled its commit¬ 
ment of 2014 to “degrade and ultimately 
destroy” ISIS. The conquest of its capital, 
however chilling, demonstrates the much- 
doubted quality of U.S. resolve. The U.S. 
military’s strategy here was “annihila¬ 
tion,” and it meant it. The next time, adver¬ 
saries should be warier of picking a fight. 

Another moral is that it’s a mistake to 
let a determined adversary like ISIS ever 
gain control of an urban center like Raqqa, 
or Mosul in Iraq, which was also cratered 
in its liberation. Once committed fighters 
take over a city, they can be rooted out only 
at great human cost. 

And finally, Raqqa is a warning to 
be careful about destroying the ruling 
order, anywhere, without knowing what 
will come next. Russian President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin keeps making this point — the 
United States was reckless to encourage 
the overthrow of authority in Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen and Libya without better planning 
for the “day after” — and he’s probably 
right. Too often, the vacuums have been 
filled by warlords, foreign mercenaries 
and death cults. 

The United States and its allies nearly 
destroyed Raqqa to rescue it from a caliph¬ 
ate that governed by torture. It was a just 
war, but we should try hard to avoid having 
to fight one like it again. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Disparaging 
remark 
5 Succor 
8 Midmonth date 
12 Peacekeeping 
org. 

13“Ulalume” writer 

14 Evening, in an ad 

15 Submachine 
guns 

16 Massage 

17 Untalkative one 

18 Trattoria desserts 
20 Papeete’s island 

22 Sinbad’s bird 

23 Pants part 

24 Joel of “Cabaret” 
27 The West 

32 Many millennia 

33 Greek cross 

34 PBS funder 

35 Consigns 

38 Desist 

39 Charged bit 

40 Spasm 
42 Vile 

45 Conforms 

49 Manitoba tribe 

50 Earth Day mo. 

52 Stratagem 

53 Capital on a fjord 

54 Started 


55 Gullet 

56 Santa’s sackful 

57 — and outs 

58 Messes up 

DOWN 

1 Comfy-cozy 

2 Lounge about 

3 Gas co., for one 

4 Prayer beads 

5 Peach-like fruits 

6 Chit 

7 Arrears 

8 Moved slowly 

9 Industrious 

10 Coup d’ — 

11 Big rig 

19 Infinitive part 
21 Foreman foe 
24 “My word!” 


25 Director 
Howard 
26100% 

28 Garfield, for one 

29 Pie fillings 

30 “The Matrix” role 

31 Spigot 

36 Cowboy shows 

37 Half of bi- 

38 Uncommon 

41 Freudian 
concept 

42 Kilt wearer 

43 Guesser’s words 

44 Surrealist 
Salvador 

46 Kitten’s sound 

47 Despot 

48 Stitches 
51 Corral 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


MGJ CH RJ YHWSX MBUF FH 

RBSI R I YIIW VKDWFJ CBJ 

DU BUC CBJ HKF? DF’X 

BWMBJX FGI XGBRI FGDUV! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SPLINTER GROUPS 
USED TO BE VERY TRENDY, BUT I GUESS 
RECENTLY THEY HAVE FALLEN OUT OF 
FACTION. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals W 


























































































































































































































Thursday, February 15,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


fsmmmumss 


Page 23 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSl^STRIPES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARStaSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


ies.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
































































Page 24 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 15,2018 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 


Tuesday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Belhaven at Huntingdon, ppd. 

Bryan 14, Toccoa Falls 4 
Cumberlands at Union (Ky.), ppd. 
Georgetown (Ky.) 9, Asbury 2 
Midway at Campbellsville, ppd. 

Young Harris 4, Lee 3 
MIDWEST 

Bethany (Kan.) 4, Central Christian 2 
Evangel 3, Bacone 1 
Indiana Wesleyan 8, Shawnee St. 1 
MidAm Nazarene at Manhattan Chris¬ 
tian, ccd. 

SOUTHWEST 

Mid-Am Christian 6, Oklahoma Wes¬ 
leyan 1 


College basketball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Deals 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s score 


Pro baseball 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK — The 96 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (8) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
lb; Craig Gentry, of; J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy 
Hellickson, rhp; Ubaldo Jimenez, rhp; 
Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth Smith, of; Chris 
Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (5) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybin, of. 

KANSAS CITY (6) - Melky Cabrera, of; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (9) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (3) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Glen Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (2) - Jaime Garcia, Ihp; 
Matt Holliday, dh. 

SEATTLE (3) — Jarrod Dyson, of; Car¬ 
los Ruiz, c; Danny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (4) - q-Alex Cobb, rhp; 
Lucas Duda, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

TEXAS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (3) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Jose Bautista, of; Michael Saunders, of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (2) — Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
J.D. Martinez of. 

ATLANTA (2) — R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (4) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp; Koji Uehara, 
rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) - Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (5) — Carlos Gonzalez, of; 
Ryan Hanigan, c; q-Greg Holland, rhp; 
Jonathan Lucroy, c; Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (4) - Andre Ethier, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Chase Utley, 2b; 
Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

PHILADELPHIA (1) - Clay Buchholz, 

^PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) — q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (1) - Erick Aybar, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (6) - Joe Blanton, rhp; 
Alejandro De Aza, of; Stephen Drew, 2b; 
Adam Lind, lb; Oliver Perez, Ihp; Jayson 
Werth of. 

MLB calendar 

Through Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, Phoenix. 

Feb 14 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date. 
March 29 — Opening day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 60, John Jay 40 
Boston College 81, Pittsburgh 58 
Buffalo 84, Kent St. 72 
Caldwell 79, Nyack 59 
Chestnut Hill 79, Wilmington (Del.) 77 
Dominican (NY) 67, Post (Conn.) 59 
Farmingdale 73, Yeshiva 69, 20T 
Monmouth (NJ) 73, St. Peter’s 57 
Rhode Island 85, Richmond 67 
Rutgers 67, Northwestern 58, OT 
St. Bonaventure 79, La Salle 68< 
SOUTH 

Freed-Hardeman 83, Williams Baptist 72 

MIDWEST 

Ball St. 90, Akron 77 
Bowling Green 83, W. Michigan 81 
Cent. Michigan 80, N. Illinois 72 
Columbia (Mo.) 61, Park 60 
Creighton 94, Bemidji St. 46 
E. Michigan 58, Miami (Ohio) 57 
Georgetown 87, Butler 83 
Kansas 83, Iowa St. 77 
Michigan St. 87, Minnesota 57 
Missouri 62, Texas A&M 58 
N. Dakota St. 87, Mayville St. 53 
N. Iowa 47, Evansville 41 
Nebraska 70, Maryland 66 
Ripon 88, Lawrence 62 
Spring Arbor 95, Goshen 72 
Toledo 82, Ohio 74 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas Tech 88, Oklahoma 78 

FAR WEST 

Multnomah Bible 75, Portland Bible 71 

AP Men’s Top 25 games 

Thursday’s games 

No. 5 Cincinnati at Houston 
No. 6 Purdue at Wisconsin 
No. 8 Ohio State at Penn State 
No. 9 Gonzaga vs. Loyola Marymount 
No. 15 Saint Mary’s at San Francisco 
No. 17 Arizona at No. 25 Arizona State 
No. 19 Wichita State vs. Temple 
Friday’s game 

No. 16 Rhode Island at St. Bonaventure 

Saturday’s games 

No. 2 Michigan State at Northwestern 
No. 3 Villanova at No. 4 Xavier 
No. 7 Texas Tech at Baylor 
No. 9 Gonzaga vs. Pepperdine 
No. 10 Auburn at South Carolina 
No. 13 Kansas vs. No. 20 West Virginia 
No. 14 North Carolina at Louisville 
No. 15 Saint Mary’s at Portland 
No. 18 Tennessee at Georgia 
No. 21 Texas A&M at Arkansas 
No. 23 Oklahoma vs. Texas 
No. 24 Nevada at Utah State 
Sunday’s games 

No. 5 Cincinnati vs. No. 19 Wichita State 
No. 6 Purdue vs. Penn State 
No. 8 Ohio State at No. 22 Michigan 
No. 11 Clemson vs. No. 12 Duke 

USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 12, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn(32) 25-0 800 1 

2. Mississippi State 26-0 766 2 

3. Baylor 23-1 733 3 

4. Notre Dame 23-2 685 5 

5. Louisville 25-2 680 4 

6. Texas 20-4 633 6 

7. UCLA 21-4 593 7 

8. South Carolina 20-5 572 8 

9. Maryland 22-3 548 9 

10. Oregon 23-4 532 10 

11. Tennessee 21-4 470 11 

12. Florida State 21-4 451 12 

13. Missouri 20-5 390 15 

14. Oregon State 19-6 359 16 

15. Green Bay 22-2 292 17 

16. Duke 20-6 277 19 

17. Ohio State 20-6 272 13 

18. Texas A&M 19-7 267 14 

19. Georgia 21-4 216 18 

20. Stanford 18-8 209 21 

21. South Florida 20-5 201 22 

22. Oklahoma State 18-6 115 25 

23. Michigan 20-7 110 20 

24. DePaul 20-6 48 - 

25. N.C. State 20-6 41 23 

Others receiving votes: West Virginia 

30, Mercer 25, Florida Gulf Coast 20, Cen¬ 
tral Michigan 17, Virginia 11, Miami 10, 
Syracuse 7, TCU 5, Buffalo 3, LSU 3, Mar¬ 
quette 3, Belmont 2, Houston 1, Nebraska 
1, Quinnipiac 1, Villanova 1. 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 75, John Jay 57 
Caldwell 75, Nyack 50 
Chestnut Hill 91, Wilmington (Del.) 84 
Fordham 66, La Salle 45 
Old Westbury 92, Yeshiva 53 
Post (Conn.) 56, Dominican (NY) 51 
Princeton 60, Penn 40 
SOUTH 

Campbell 53, Presbyterian 40 

Freed-Hardeman 107, Williams Baptist 54 

Gardner-Webb 52, Longwood 41 

High Point 77, Winthrop 40 

Radford 52, Liberty 45 

Rhodes 75, Welch 41 

UNC Asheville 71, Charleston Southern 69 


Columbia (Mo.) 88, Park 48 
Concordia (Wis.) 74, Rockford 40 
Lakeland 74, Marian (Wis.) 37 
Milwaukee Engineering 68, Alverno 52 
Ohio St. 88, Illinois 69 
Ripon 63, Lawrence 47 
SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 87, Oklahoma St. 45 


New York Open 

Tuesday 

At Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Uniondale, N.Y. 

Purse: $668,460 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Adrian Menendez-Maceiras, Spain, 
def. Steve Johnson (7), United States, 1- 
6, 6-3, 7-6 (7). 

Radu Albot, Moldova, def. Bjorn 
Fratangelo, United States, 6-4, 6-3. 

Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, def. Blaz 
Kavcic, Slovenia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Stefano 
Travaglia, Italy, 4-6, 7-6 (1), 6-4. 

Evgeny Donskoy, Russia, def. Victor 
Estrella Burgos, Dominican Republic, 7- 
5, 6-1. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Ryan Harrison and Steve Johnson, 
United States, def. Scott Lipsky, United 
States, and Divij Sharan, India, 7-5, 6-3. 

Radu Albot, Moldova, and Nikoloz Bas¬ 
ilashvili, Georgia, def. Nicholas Monroe, 
United States, and John-Patrick Smith 
(3), Australia, 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

ABN AMRO World Tournament 

Tuesday 

At Ahoy’ Stadium 
Rotterdam, Netherlands 
Purse: $2.28 million (WT500) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def. 
Karen Khachanov, Germany, 3-6, 7-6 (1), 
7-6 (5). 

Daniil Medvedev, Russia, def. Gilles 
Muller (9), Luxembourg, 6-4, 7-6 (9). 

Viktor Troicki, Serbia, def. Jan-Lennard 
Struff, Germany, 1-6, 7-6 (5), 6-2. 

David Goffin (4), Belgium, def. Benoit 
Paire, France, 6-1, 6-3. 

Tallon Griekspoor, Netherlands, def. 
Stan Wawrinka (5), Switzerland, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-2. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Felix Au- 
ger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-2,3-6, 7-5. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate 
Pavic (2), Croatia, def. Sander Arends 
and Thiemo de Bakker, Netherlands, 6-4, 
1-6,11-9. 

Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Horia Tecau (4), Romania, def. Feliciano 
Lopez and Marc Lopez, Spain, 6-4, 6-4. 

Karen Khachanov, Russia, and Lucas 
Pouille, France, def. Rohan Bopanna, In¬ 
dia, and Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 
6-4, 6-7 (5), 10-5. 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Rajeev Ram, 
United States, def. Alexander and Mis- 
cha Zverev, Germany, 6-3, 6-2. 

Robin Haase and Matwe Middelkoop, 
Netherlands, def. Jasper Smit and Jesse 
Timmermans, Netherlands, 6-2, 6-4. 

Qatar Open 

Tuesday 

At The Khalifa Tennis Complex 
Doha, Qatar 

Purse: $3.17 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Madison Keys (12), United States, def. 
Wang Qiang, China, 6-1, 6-4. 

Kristina Mladenovic (11), France, def. 
Peng Shuai, China, 6-2,6-4. 

Petra Kvitova (16), Czech Republic, 
def. Cagla Buyukakcay, Turkey, 6-0, 6-3. 

Johanna Konta (10), Britain, def. Ber- 
narda Pera, United States, 7-6 (5), 6-1. 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title; Egidijus Kavaliauskas 
vs. David Avanesyan, 10, welterweights. 

Feb. 17 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su¬ 
per middleweight titles (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh 
vs. Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British 
featherweight title; Zach Parker vs. Ada- 
sat Rodriguez, 10, super middleweights; 
Tommy Langford vs. Jack Arnfield, 12, for 
Langford’s British middleweight title; Ar- 
fan Iqbal vs. Simon Vallily, 10, for Iqbal’s 
English cruiserweight title. 

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander 
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights; Ca¬ 
leb Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, super 
middleweights. 

At Mandalay Bay Events Center, Las 
Vegas, Danny Garcia vs. Brandon Rios, 12, 
welterweights; David Benavidez vs. Ron¬ 
ald Gavril, 12, for Benavidez’s WBC World 
super middleweight title; Ray Robinson 
vs. Yordenis Ugas, 12, welterweights; Lio- 
nell Thompson vs. Edwin Rodriguez, 10, 
light heavyweights; Ladarius Miller vs. 
Argenis Mendez, lOJightweights. 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Joseph Diaz, Jr. vs. Victor Ter¬ 
razas, 12, for Diaz’s NABO featherweight 
title. 

Feb. 24 

At the Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Wisak- 
sil Wangek vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 
12, for Wangek’s WBC World super fly- 


Alize Cornet, France, def. Anett Kon- 
taveit, Estonia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Anastasija Sevastova (13), Latvia, def. 
Donna Vekic, Croatia, 6-3,6-4. 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 
6-3, 6-1. 

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, def. Maria 
Sakkari, Greece, 6-2,6-3. 

Magdalena Rybarikova (14), Slovakia, 
def. Fatma Al Nabhani, Oman, 6-3,6-1. 

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Irina-Cam- 
elia Begu, Romania, 6-4, 6-2. 

Carina Witthoeft, Germany, def. Tat- 
jana Maria, Germany, 6-3, 6-0. 

BarboraStrycova, Czech Republic, def. 
Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Elise Mertens (15), Belgium, def.Timea 
Babos, Hungary, 2-6, 6-1, 6-1. 

Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, def. Kat- 
eryna Bondarenko, Ukraine, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Julia Goerges (9), Germany, def. Lucie 
Safarova, Czech Republic, 6-1, 7-5. 

Second Round 

Garbine Muguruza (4), Spain, def. 
Duan Ying-Ying, China, 6-3,6-4. 

Caroline Garcia (7), France, def. 
Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-7 
(3), 6-0. 


First Round 

Chan Hao-ching, Taiwan, and Yang 
Zhaoxuan (7), China, def. Oksana Kalash¬ 
nikova, Georgia, and Lidziya Marozava, 
Belarus, 6-1, 4-6, 10-2. 

Miyu Kato and Makoto Ninomiya, Ja¬ 
pan, def. Fatma Al Nabhani, Oman, and 
Jessy Rompies, Indonesia, 6-4, 6-0. 

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Maria 
Jose Martinez Sanchez (8), Spain, def. 
Anna Smith, Britain, and Renata Vora- 
cova, Czech Republic, 6-3,6-3. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu, Romania, and 
Alize Cornet, France, def. Alicja Rosol- 
ska, Poland, and Abigail Spears, United 
States, 2-6, 6-4, 10-6. 

Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Sin¬ 
iakova, Czech Republic, def. Irina-Cam- 
elia Begu and Monica Niculescu (6), Ro¬ 
mania, 2-6, 6-2, 10-2. 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Jele- 
na Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Nicole Meli- 
char, United States, and Kveta Peschke, 
Czech Republic, 4-6,6-1,10-8. 

Veronika Kudermetova and Alla Kudry¬ 
avtseva, Russia, def. Mubaraka Al-Naimi, 
Qatar, and Ons Jabeur, Tunisia, 6-2, 6-0. 

Argentina Open 

At Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Purse: $568,190 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Aljaz Bedene, Slovenia, def. Jiri Vesely, 
Czech Republic, 6-0,6-3. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Rog- 
erio Dutra Silva, Brazil, 6-7 (4), 6-2, 6-4. 

Gael Monfils, France, def. Pablo Cue¬ 
vas (7), Uruguay, 6-1, 6-4. 

Fernando Verdasco (8), Spain, def. 
Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, 6-2, 7-5. 

Horacio Zeballos, Argentina, def. Mar¬ 
co Cecchinato, Italy, 6-1, 6-4. 

Gastao Elias, Portugal, def. Roberto 
Carballes Baena, Spain, 6-2, 6-4. 

Diego Schwartzman (5), Argentina, 
def. Andreas Haider-Mauer, Germany, 
6-4, 6-3. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

MLB PLAYERS ASSOCIATION - An¬ 
nounced the resignation of director of 
communications Greg Bouris. 

American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Kevin Gausman on a 
one-year contract. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Sergio Romo on a one-year 
contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Craig Breslow on a minor 
league contract. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Yu Darvish on a six-year con¬ 
tract and OF Peter Bourjos on a minor 
league contract. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with OF Quintin Berry on a minor 
league contract. 

NEW YORK METS - Traded 3B Matt 
Reynolds to Washington for cash. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Placed LHP Jose 
Torres on the restricted list. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Agreed 
to terms with RHPs Brady Dragmire, Da¬ 
vid Goforth, Edwin Jackson, Jaron Long, 
Roman Mendez, Chris Smith and Cesar 
Vargas; LHPs Tim Collins, Ismael Guil- 
lon, Bryan Harper and Tommy Milone; 
Cs Miguel Montero and Jhonatan Solano; 
INFs Reid Brignac and Chris Dominguez; 
and OFs Ryan Raburn and Moises Sierra. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Named Matt 
Edwards assistant special teams coach, 
Scott Booker and Ryan Crow defensive 
assistants and Matt Pees quality control 
coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled D Marcus 
Pettersson from San Diego (AHL). 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Reas¬ 
signed D Andrei Mironov to San Antonio 
(AHL). Recalled D Duncan Siemens from 
San Antonio. 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS - Loaned D 
Andre Benoit to Bridgeport (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Recalled F 
Dylan Sadowy from Toledo (ECHL) to 
Grand Rapids (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Placed F Trevor 
Lewis on injured reserve, retroactive to 
Feb. 9. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled F Oskar 
Sundqvist from San Antonio (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

D.C. UNITED - Traded the rights to M 
Yamil Asad to Atlanta for general and 
targeted allocation money. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Signed M Alex 
Roldan and D Jordan McCrary. 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Traded a 
2018 international roster spot to Colo¬ 
rado for general allocation money. 

COLLEGE 

HAMPTON - Named Brian White of¬ 
fensive coordinator and Marcus Dixon 
defensive line coach. 

OHIO STATE — Named Taver Johnson 
cornerbacks coach. 

SUNY OLD WESTBURY - Named Mi¬ 
chael Cardino assistant baseball coach. 


First Round 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert 
Farah (1), Colombia, def. Marcelo Demo- 
liner, Brazil, and Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, 
Spain, 7-6 (7), 7-6 (9). 

Hans Podlipnik-Castillo, Chile, and 
Andrei Vasilevski, Belarus, def. Carlos 
Berlocq, Argentina, and Albert Ramos- 
Vinolas, Spain, 6-3, 6-3. 


weight title; Carlos Cuadras vs. McWil¬ 
liams Arroyo, 10, junior bantamweights; 
Donnie Nietes vs. Juan Carlos Reveco, 12, 
for Nietes’ IBF flyweight title; Brian Vilo- 
ria vs. Artem Dalakian, 12, for the vacant 
WBA World flyweight title. 

Feb. 28 

At Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, Danny Ro¬ 
man vs. Ryo Matsumoto, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title. 

March 1 

At Tokyo, Luis Nery vs. Shinsuke Ya- 
manaka, 12, for Nery’s WBC World ban¬ 
tamweight title; Ryosuke Iwasa vs. Er¬ 
nesto Saulong, 12, for Iwasa’s IBF junior 
featherweight title. 

March 3 

At Paris, Brian Castano vs. Cedric Vitu, 
12, for Castano’s WBA World super wel¬ 
terweight title. 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Deontay Wilder vs. Luis Ortiz, 12, for 
Wilder’s WBC world heavyweight title; 
Jermall Charlo vs. Hugo Centeno, 12, for 
vacant WBC interim middleweight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Igor Mikhalkin, 12, for 
Kovalev’s WBO-IBO Tight heavyweight ti¬ 
tles; Dmitry Bivol vs. Sullivan Barrera, 12, 
for Bivol’s WBA World light heavyweight 
title; Vaughn Alexander vs. Jaime Solo- 
rio, 10, middleweights. 

March 6 

At Chonburi, Thailand, Knockout CP 
Freshmart vs. Toto Landero, 12, for CP 
Freshmart’s WBA strawweight title. 

March 9 

At Costa Mesa, Calif., Ronny Rios vs. 
Azat Hovhannisyan, 10, junior feather¬ 
weights. At Deadwood, S.D. (SHO), Regis 
Prograis vs. Viktor Postol, 12, for vacant 
interim WBC junior welterweight title; 
Ivan Baranchyk vs. Anthony Yigit, 12, ju¬ 
nior welterweights. 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 15 

1932 — Eddie Eagen, as a member of 
the four-man U.S. bobsled team, wins 
a gold medal at the Winter Olympics in 
Lake Placid, N.Y. He previously won a 
gold medal in boxing’s light heavyweight 
division at the 1920 Summer Games in 
Antwerp, Belgium. 

1936 — Sonja Henie of Norway, wins 
her third consecutive Olympics figure 
skating gold medal in Garmisch-Parten- 
kirchen, Germany. 

1952 — Emmett Ashford becomes the 
first black umpire in organized baseball 
when he signs to work in the class-C 
Southwest International League. He later 
serves as a major league umpire for the 
American League from 1966 to 1970. 

1953 — Tenley Albright becomes the 
first American woman to win a world 
figure skating title, beating Germany’s 
Gundi Busch at the World Champion¬ 
ships in Davos, Switzerland. 

1964 — Ken Hubbs, the 22-year-old 
Chicago Cubs second baseman, dies 
when his private plane crashes in Utah. 
The 1962 NL Rookie of the Year had his 
pilot’s license for two weeks and was fly¬ 
ing in bad weather. 

1974 — Boston’s Phil Esposito scores 
his 1,000th point with an assist in the 
Bruins’ 4-2 victory over the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

1975 — Yvan Cournoyer of the Mon¬ 
treal Canadiens scores five goals and 
gets two assists in a 12-3 win over the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

1978 — Leon Spinks wins a 15-round 
split decision over Muhammad Ali to 
take the world heavyweight title at Las 

1980 — Rookie Wayne Gretzky ties the 
NHL record with seven assists in a game 
and sets a scoring record for first-year 
players in Edmonton’s 8-2 victory over 
the Washington Capitals. 

1994 — Kentucky makes one of the 
greatest comebacks in college basket¬ 
ball history with a 99-95 victory over LSU 
after trailing by 31 points with 15:30 to 

ola &« — Dale Earnhardt takes the Day¬ 
tona 500 on his 20th try and ends a 59- 
race winless streak on the day NASCAR 
begins celebrating its 50th anniversary. 
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Top 25 roundup 

No. 1 Virginia rolls past Miami 



Miami forward Dewan Huell, foreground, and Virginia forward Mamadi Diakite battle 
for the ball during the second half of Tuesday’s game in Coral Gables, Fla. 


Briefly 

Manziel attempting comeback 

AUSTIN, Texas—Former Heisman Tro¬ 
phy-winning quarterback Johnny Manziel 
says he’s making a football comeback. 

Manziel announced Wednesday that 
he will participate in the developmental 
Spring League in Austin, Texas, which will 
play from March 28 to April 15. The league 
is designed for players hoping to impress 
NFL scouts. The league confirmed Man¬ 
ziel will participate. 

Manziel won the Heisman as a freshman 
with Texas A&M in 2012 and left school 
after his sophomore season for the NFL. 
He was drafted in the first round by the 
Cleveland Browns, but was cut in 2016 and 
hasn’t played since. 

Francona’s father dies 

CLEVELAND — Former major leaguer 
John “Tito” Francona, the father of Cleve¬ 
land Indians manager Terry Francona, 
has died. He was 84. 

The Indians said the elder Francona died 
unexpectedly at his home in New Brighton, 
Penn., on Tuesday night. Francona played 
in the majors for 15 seasons, six with the 
Indians. 

Haas involved in fatal crash 

LOS ANGELES — Professional golfer 
Bill Haas was hospitalized but escaped se¬ 
rious injuries following a rollover crash in 
Los Angeles that killed the driver of the Fer¬ 
rari he was riding in and injured the driver 
of a BMW, officials said Wednesday. 

The two cars collided in the wealthy Pa¬ 
cific Palisades neighborhood around 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, according to Los Angeles 
police Officer James Stoughton. 

A third vehicle driven by actor Luke Wil¬ 
son was clipped by the Ferrari, Stoughton 
said. Wilson was not hurt. 

The driver of the Ferrari, who died at 
the scene, was a member of the family that 
Haas was staying with as he prepared to 
play this week in the Genesis Open at near¬ 
by Riviera Country Club. 

Kings acquire Phaneuf 

Dion Phaneuf is on the move again as 
the Los Angeles Kings hope he bolsters 
their blue line for a playoff run. 

Los Angeles acquired the veteran defen¬ 
seman and forward Nate Thompson from 
the Ottawa Senators on Tuesday night for 
forwards Marian Gaborik and Nick Shore. 
The Senators are retaining 25 percent of 
Phaneuf’s $7 million salary-cap hit, so the 
Kings get a top-four defenseman for $5.25 
million over the next three-plus years. 

The 32-year-old Phaneuf was pulled 
from Ottawa’s bench during a 6-3 loss at 
the Pittsburgh Penguins with the trade 
being finalized afterward. 

— Associated Press 


Associated Press 

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — New No. 1 
Virginia looked the part Tuesday, never 
trailing and holding Miami to 38 percent 
shooting to win 59-50. 

Virginia’s De’Andre Hunter scored 22 
points, including a four-point play. But de¬ 
fense was the difference for the Cavaliers, 
who limited an opponent to 50 points or 
less for the 12th time. 

The Cavaliers (24-2,13-1 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) won in their first game since 
1982 as the No. 1 team. They bounced back 
from an overtime home loss Saturday to 
Virginia Tech that ended a 15-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

The Hurricanes (18-7, 7-6) lost their sec¬ 
ond in a row, and lost at home for only the 
second time. 

No. 2 Michigan State 87, Minnesota 

57: Jaren Jackson Jr. scored a career-high 
27 points on 10-for-14 shooting and the vis¬ 
iting Spartans cruised to their ninth con¬ 
secutive victory. 

Michigan State (25-3, 13-2) notched its 
best 28-game record under coach Tom 
Izzo and pulled within a half-game of first- 
place Ohio State in the Big Ten despite just 
five points in 25 minutes from star Miles 
Bridges. 

Nick Ward had 13 points and nine re¬ 
bounds and Cassius Winston pitched in 12 
points for the Spartans, who made their 
first six three-point attempts and finished 
14-for-22 from behind the arc. 

No. 7 Texas Tech 88, No. 23 Oklahoma 
78: Keenan Evans scored 26 points and 
the host Red Raiders beat the Sooners in 
Division I scoring leader Trae Young’s 
first college game in the city where he was 
bom. 

Young, the son of former Texas Tech 
player Rayford Young, missed all nine 
three-pointers while finishing with 19 
points in front of a hostile Lubbock crowd 
that booed him just about every time he 
touched the ball in the Sooners’ fourth 
straight loss. 

The Red Raiders (22-4,10-3 Big 12) won 
their seventh straight game, including a 
six-game Big 12 run. 

No. 13 Kansas 83, Iowa State 77: 
Udoka Azubuike scored 19 points, Malik 
Newman had 17 and the visiting Jayhawks 
bounced back from a brutal loss at Baylor. 

Lagerald Vick scored 16 points for Kan¬ 
sas (20-6, 9-4 Big 12), which shot 48.4 
percent from the floor and committed 
just seven turnovers. Kansas took a five- 
point lead into the break after Nick Wei- 
ler-Babb’s long three to end the half was 
waved off, and it quickly jumped ahead by 


11 early in the second half. 

No. 16 Rhode Island 85, Richmond 

67: Jared Terrell had 17 points and the 
host Rams extended their winning streak 
to 16 games. 

Cyril Langevine added 15 points and six 
rebounds off the bench for Rhode Island 
(21-3,13-0 Atlantic 10), which now has the 
longest single-season streak in school his¬ 
tory. The longest ever was 22 games over 
two seasons in 1937-38 and 1938-39. 

No. 18 Tennessee 70, South Carolina 
67: Grant Williams scored 22 points and 
made a big basket in the closing seconds 
as the host Volunteers handed the Game¬ 


cocks their sixth consecutive loss. 

Tennessee (19-6,9-4 SEC) has won seven 
of its last eight and 10 of its last 12. The Vol¬ 
unteers got back on track three nights after 
losing 78-50 at Alabama for their most lop¬ 
sided defeat of the season. 

Missouri 62, No. 21 Texas A&M 58: 
Kassius Robertson scored 16 points, Jor¬ 
dan Barnett added 15 and the host Ti¬ 
gers pushed their winning streak to five 
games. 

Missouri (18-8, 8-5 Southeastern Con¬ 
ference) played solid defense and clean of¬ 
fense, but struggled in the last five minutes 
against the press. 
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Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Cavaliers forward LeBron James, right, celebrates with teammate Jordan Clarkson during the second half 
Tuesday against the Thunder in Oklahoma City. 

Roundup 


Additions help revive Cavs 


Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — LeBron 
James and his new teammates 
are playing like old buddies. 

James scored 37 points, and the 
new-look Cleveland Cavaliers got 
a much different result this time 
against the Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der in a 120-112 victory on Tues¬ 
day night. 

Cleveland claimed its second 
straight win since adding George 
Hill, Rodney Hood, Jordan Clark¬ 
son and Larry Nance Jr. in trades, 
and their fourth straight victory 
overall. The Cavaliers lost to the 
Thunder 148-124 on Jan. 20 with 
a very different roster. 

“It’s a change of scenery and 
they’re just trying to take advan¬ 
tage of it,” James said. “For the 
guys that were here, we’re just 
trying to make them as comfort¬ 
able as possible. Make the transi¬ 
tion as seamless as possible.” 

Thunder coach Billy Donovan 
said the changes create a lot of 
problems. 

“I think their ability to space it, 
drive it, kick it, their skill level, 
I think — not that it was bad be¬ 
fore, but I think the speed, prob¬ 
ably the tempo and the pace they 
are playing at is a little bit faster,” 
he said. 

Each of Cleveland’s additions 
made solid contributions against 
Oklahoma City. Hill started at 
point guard and went 24 minutes 
without a turnover. Hood and 
Clarkson each scored 14 points 
and Nance had 13 points and nine 
rebounds, including eight offen¬ 
sive boards. 

James praised Cleveland gen¬ 
eral manager Koby Altman for 
getting what the team needed at 
the trade deadline. 

“It just wasn’t working out for 
us. He made the changes he felt 


best fit our team,” James said. 
“Then, it’s on me to make sure 
the new guys that come in, that 
they fit in and make it as seam¬ 
less as possible. That’s my job. 
This is the third game in a row 
my voice is gone. So I am just try¬ 
ing to have communication at an 
all-time high for us.” 

Holdover guard J.R. Smith 
added 18 points for the Cavaliers. 
It was Cleveland’s second straight 
road win against top competition 
— the Cavaliers rolled past Bos¬ 
ton 121-99 on Sunday. 

“We’ve got to keep working,” 
Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue said. 
“It’s a process. You’ve got to keep 
playing well, keep getting better 
and hit that stride late.” 

Paul George scored 25 points 
and Carmelo Anthony 24 for the 
Thunder. Steven Adams added 22 
points and 17 rebounds, and Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook scored 21 points. 
Westbrook and Anthony had 
missed the past two games with 
sprained ankles. 

Rockets 126, Timberwolves 
108: James Harden had34 points, 
12 assists and six rebounds, and 
visiting Houston beat Minnesota 
for its ninth straight victory. 

Ryan Anderson scored 21 
points off the bench as the Rock¬ 
ets (43-13) snapped Minnesota’s 
13-game home winning streak 
and pulled within a half-game of 
the Golden State Warriors for the 
best record in the NBA. Houston 
has won 16 of its last 18 games. 

Karl-Anthony Towns had 35 
points and 12 rebounds in Minne¬ 
sota’s first home loss since Dec. 
16 against Phoenix. 

Raptors 115, Heat 112: 
DeMar DeRozan scored 27 
points, Kyle Lowry had 22 and 
Toronto beat Miami for its sixth 
straight win. 


Toronto (40-16) improved its 
NBA-best home record to 24- 
4 and ensured it will be the top 
team in the Eastern Conference 
at the All-Star break. 

Serge Ibaka had 14 points and 
10 rebounds for the Raptors, who 
also won six straight between 
Nov. 25 and Dec. 10 and again be¬ 
tween Dec. 13 and 23. 

Nuggets 117, Spurs 109: 
Nikola Jokic had 23 points, 13 re¬ 
bounds and 11 assists, Will Barton 
scored 20 points and host Denver 
beat struggling San Antonio. 

Jokic notched his fourth triple¬ 
double of the season to lead the 
Nuggets to their fifth win in six 
games. Denver outscored the 
Spurs 30-19 in the fourth quarter 
to rally from seven down late in 
the third. 

Bucks 97, Hawks 92: Khris 
Middleton had 21 points to lead 
a balanced attack for host Mil¬ 
waukee, and All-Star forward Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo hit two key 
buckets in the final three-plus 
minutes. 

Tyler Zeller added 14 points on 
7-for-9 shooting in his first game 
in Milwaukee since joining the 
team on the road before the trade 
deadline last week. 

The Bucks improved to 9-2 
since Joe Prunty took over as in¬ 
terim coach following the firing 
of Jason Kidd, getting back in the 
race for a top-four playoff seed in 
the East. 

Kings 114, Mavericks 109: 

Zach Randolph scored 22 points, 
and Sacramento used a big first 
half to beat host Dallas. 

Bogdan Bogdanovich added 19 
points for the Kings, who have 
won four of five in Dallas after 
losing 22 in a row here from 2003 
to 2016. Seven Kings scored in 
double figures. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

to 40 16 .714 - 


Philadelphia 
New York 
Brooklyn 


19 


18 .690 
25 .537 10 

35 .397 18 

" .328 22 


Washington 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 


Southeast Division 

32 24 .571 - 

30 27 .526 2V4 

23 33 .411 9 

18 38 .321 14 

18 40 .310 15 

Central Division 

" 22 .607 - 


32 24 .571 

32 25 .561 2V4 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 43 13 .768 - 

San Antonio 35 24 .593 9V4 

New Orleans 30 26 .536 13 

Memphis 18 37 .327 24V4 

Dallas 18 40 .310 26 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 35 25 .583 - 

Oklahoma City 32 26 .552 2 

Denver 31 26 .544 2V4 

Portland 31 26 .544 2V4 

Utah 29 28 .509 Wi 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 44 13 .772 - 

L.A. Clippers 29 26 .527 14 

L.A. Lakers 23 32 .418 20 

Sacramento 18 38 .321 2514 

Phoenix 18 40 .310 2614 

Monday’s games 
New Orleans 118, Detroit 103 
Philadelphia 108, New York 92 
L.A. Clippers 114, Brooklyn 101 
Chicago 105, Orlando 101 
Utah 101, San Antonio 99 
Golden State 129, Phoenix 83 
Tuesday’s games 
Toronto 115, Miami 112 
Cleveland 120, Oklahoma City 112 
Houston 126, Minnesota 108 
Milwaukee 97, Atlanta 92 
Sacramento 114, Dallas 109 
Denver 117, San Antonio 109 
Wednesday's games 
Atlanta at Detroit 
Charlotte at Orlando 
Miami at Philadelphia 
Indiana at Brooklyn 
Washington at New York 
L.A. Clippers at Boston 
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans 
Oklahoma City at Memphis 
Sacramento at Houston 
Toronto at Chicago 
Phoenix at Utah 
Golden State at Portland 

Thursday’s games 
Denver at Milwaukee 
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota 
Friday’s games 

Team World vs. Team USA at Los An¬ 
geles 

Tuesday 

Raptors 115, Heat 112 

MIAMI - J.Richardson 3-9 2-2 10, 
Winslow 2-4 0-0 5, Whiteside 5-9 0-0 10, 
Dragic 10-19 5-6 28, T.Johnson 3-8 1-2 7, 
J.Johnson 7-11 1-2 16, Adebayo 3-6 5-5 11, 
Wade 4-9 2-2 10, Ellington 5-11 0-0 15. To¬ 
tals 42-86 16-19 112. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 2-3 0-0 6, Ibaka 
5-7 4-4 14, Valanciunas 2-4 2-2 6, Lowry 8- 
17 2-3 22, DeRozan 11-25 4-6 27, Miles 3-11 

3- 5 11, Powell 0-0 0-0 0, Siakam 2-8 1-1 5, 
Poeltl 1-1 2-2 4, Wright 4-6 0-0 10, VanV- 
leet 4-8 0-0 10. Totals 42-90 18-23 115. 

Miami 24 31 26 31-112 

Toronto 28 29 41 17-115 

Three-point goals-Miami 12-29 (El¬ 
lington 5-11, Dragic 3-5, J.Richardson 2- 
5, Winslow 1-1, J.Johnson 1-4, T.Johnson 
0-1, Wade 0-2), Toronto 13-35 (Lowry 

4- 8, Anunoby 2-2, Wright 2-3, VanVIeet 

2- 3, Miles 2-10, DeRozan 1-7, Siakam 
0-1, Ibaka 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Miami 51 (Wade 11), Toronto 40 
(Valanciunas, Ibaka 10). Assists—Miami 
24 (Wade 6), Toronto 24 (Lowry 8). Total 
Fouls—Miami 18, Toronto 19. A—19,800 
(19,800). 

Cavaliers 120, Thunder 112 

CLEVELAND - Osman 2-6 0-0 5, James 
14-23 6-10 37, Thompson 1-2 0-0 2, Hill 3- 
7 0-0 7, Smith 6-10 0-0 18, Nance Jr. 5-10 

3- 6 13, Green 3-7 4-4 10, Hood 5-10 0-0 14, 
Clarkson 6-10 1-2 14, Korver 0-3 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 45-88 14-22 120. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 8-19 4-4 25, 
Anthony 10-22 1-2 24, Adams 8-12 6-10 22, 
Westbrook 7-19 7-8 21, Abrines 0-3 0-0 0, 
Huestis 0-0 0-0 0, Grant 5-9 3-6 14, Patter¬ 
son 0-0 0-0 0, Felton 2-6 0-0 6. Totals 40-90 
21-30 112. 

Cleveland 29 33 29 29-120 

Oklahoma City 28 29 30 25-112 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 16-36 
(Smith 6-9, Hood 4-8, James 3-7, Osman 

1-2, Clarkson 1-3, Hill 1-4, Korver 0-1, 
Green 0-2), Oklahoma City 11-35 (George 

5- 13, Anthony 3-9, Felton 2-5, Grant 1- 
2, Abrines 0-3, Westbrook 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Cleveland 41 
(Nance Jr. 9), Oklahoma City 51 (Adams 
17). Assists—Cleveland 24 (James 8), 
Oklahoma City 23 (Westbrook 12). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Cleveland 28, Oklahoma City 
20. Technicals—Westbrook. A-18,203 
(18,203). 


Rockets 126, T-wolves 108 

HOUSTON - Mbah a Moute 3-6 0-0 7, 
Tucker 3-4 1-2 10, Capela 5-7 4-6 14, Paul 
5-11 2-3 13, Harden 10-20 8-9 34, Ander¬ 
son 7-12 1-2 21, Nene 3-7 2-3 8, Green 2- 
6 0-0 6, Gordon 3-10 4-4 13. Totals 41-83 
22-29 126. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 2-14 3-4 7, Gib¬ 
son 5-8 2-2 12, Towns 12-16 9-9 35, Teague 
10-15 3-3 25, Butler 5-13 5-5 15, Bjelica 1- 
1 0-0 3, Dieng 0-1 0-0 0, Aldrich 0-0 0-0 0, 
Brooks 0-0 0-0 0, Jones 0-3 0-0 0, Crawford 
5-13 0-0 11. Totals 40-84 22-23 108. 

Houston 23 31 30 42-126 

Minnesota 31 19 30 28-108 

Three-point goals—Houston 22-47 
(Harden 6-10, Anderson 6-10, Tucker 3- 
4, Gordon 3-9, Green 2-6, Mbah a Moute 

1- 3, Paul 1-5), Minnesota 6-23 (Teague 

2- 3, Towns 2-3, Bjelica 1-1, Crawford 1- 
6, Jones 0-2, Butler 0-3, Wiggins 0-5). 
Fouled Out—Towns. Rebounds—Houston 
37 (Capela 12), Minnesota 40 (Towns 12). 
Assists—Houston 25 (Harden 13), Minne¬ 
sota 22 (Teague 8). Total Fouls—Houston 
23, Minnesota 20. Technicals—Houston 
coach Rockets (Defensive three second), 
Crawford. A-18,978 (18,798). 


Bucks 97, Hawks 92 

ATLANTA - Prince 4-12 2-411, Ilyasova 
5-15 4-6 15, Dedmon 5-8 1-1 13, Schroder 
8-16 0-0 18, Bazemore 6-15 1-2 17, Bembry 

1- 2 0-0 2, Muscala 2-7 2-2 8, Collins 2-5 0-0 
4, Taylor 0-10-0 0, Delaney 0-3 4-5 4, Dors¬ 
ey 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 33-86 14-20 92. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 7-15 6-7 21, 
Antetokounmpo 7-16 1-2 15, Maker 5-7 1- 
2 12, Bledsoe 5-14 2-2 14, Snell 2-7 0-0 6, 
Parker 2-8 3-4 7, Zeller 7-9 0-0 14, Terry 1-2 
0-0 3, Kilpatrick 1-4 0-0 2, Brown 1-6 0-0 3. 
Totals 38-88 13-17 97. 

Atlanta 24 19 18 31-92 

Milwaukee 21 20 33 23-97 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 12-35 
(Bazemore 4-7, Dedmon 2-3, Schroder 

2- 4, Muscala 2-5, Prince 1-5, Ilyasova 1-7, 
Bembry 0-1, Delaney 0-1, Dorsey 0-2), Mil¬ 
waukee 8-25 (Snell 2-3, Bledsoe 2-6, Terry 
1-2, Maker 1-2, Middleton 1-3, Brown 1- 
4, Kilpatrick 0-1, Antetokounmpo 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 
50 (Dedmon 10), Milwaukee 48 (Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 15). Assists—Atlanta 21 (Baze¬ 
more, Schroder, Taylor 4), Milwaukee 23 
(Bledsoe 9). Total Fouls—Atlanta 14, Mil¬ 
waukee 18. Technicals—Bazemore, Bled¬ 
soe. A-14,720 (18,717). 


Kings 114, Mavericks 109 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 5-9 1-1 12, 
Randolph 10-15 0-0 22, Cauley-Stein 4-8 

2- 4 10, Fox 5-12 0-0 11, Bogdanovic 8-17 0- 
0 19, Sampson 0-0 0-0 0, Koufos 5-5 1-2 11, 
Temple 4-7 3-4 13, Hield 3-8 1-1 8, Carter 

3- 6 0-0 8. Totals 47-87 8-12 114. 

DALLAS - Matthews 4-12 2-2 13, 
Barnes 6-14 3-5 18, Nowitzki 4-10 3-3 12, 
Smith Jr. 6-15 3-4 17, Barea 7-13 0-0 19, 
McDermott 2-3 2-3 6, Powell 6-9 5-6 18, 
Kleber 0-0 0-0 0, Mejri 0-0 0-0 0, Ferrell 0-2 
0-0 0, Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Collinsworth 3-5 0-0 
6. Totals 38-83 18-23 109. 

Sacramento 29 36 23 26-114 

Dallas 16 28 27 38-109 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 12-29 
(Bogdanovic 3-7, Temple 2-3, Randolph 2- 
3, Carter 2-5, Fox 1-3, Jackson 1-4, Hield 
1-4), Dallas 15-40 (Barea 5-9, Matthews 

3-7, Barnes 3-8, Smith Jr. 2-9, Powell 1-1, 
Nowitzki 1-4, Ferrell 0-1, Collinsworth 0- 
1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Sacra¬ 
mento 38 (Koufos, Randolph 7), Dallas 37 
(Nowitzki, Powell 6). Assists—Sacramen¬ 
to 30 (Carter, Fox 7), Dallas 29 (Barea 13). 
Total Fouls—Sacramento 19, Dallas 15. 
A—19,801 (19,200). 


Nuggets 117, Spurs 109 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 1-3 0-2 
2, Gasol 4-10 2-2 10, Bertans 4-9 1-2 12, 
D.Murray 6-10 0-0 12, Green 2-3 2-2 7, 
Hilliard 0-1 0-0 0, Lauvergne 12-15 2-4 26, 
Forbes 2-8 1-2 5, Parker 7-11 3-4 17, White 
1-1 0-0 2, Mills 3-8 0-0 8, Paul 0-0 0-0 0, Gi- 
nobili 2-3 4-4 8. Totals 44-82 15-22 109. 

DENVER - Barton 9-19 0-0 20, Chan¬ 
dler 8-19 1-2 17, Jokic 8-15 5-6 23, J.Murray 
6-9 2-3 17, G.Harris 7-17 0-0 15, Lyles 4-6 

3-3 11, Arthur 2-2 0-0 5, Morris 0-0 0-0 0, 
D.Harris 1-4 4-4 7, Beasley 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 
46-93 15-18 117. 

San Antonio 32 29 29 19-109 

Denver 30 28 29 30-117 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 6-22 
(Bertans 3-8, Mills 2-6, Green 1-2, Gasol 
0-1, Ginobili 0-1, Forbes 0-4), Denver 10- 
32 (J.Murray 3-6, Jokic 2-5, Barton 2-7, Ar¬ 
thur 1-1, G.Harris 1-3, D.Harris 1-4, Lyles 
0-1, Chandler 0-5). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—San Antonio 42 (Lauvergne 
11), Denver 35 (Jokic 13). Assists—San 
Antonio 24 (Parker 4), Denver 29 (Jokic 
11). Total Fouls—San Antonio 22, Denver 
18. A-17,623 (19,155). 


Calendar 

Feb. 16-18 — All-Star weekend, Los 
Angeles. 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth Invitational 
Tournament (Portsmouth, Va.). 

April 11 — Regular Season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — NBA Draft early entry eligi¬ 
bility deadline (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 - NBA Finals begin. 

June 11 - NBA Draft early entry en¬ 
trant withdrawal deadline (5 p.m. EDT) 

June 17 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 21 - NBA Draft. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 57 38 16 3 79 204 154 

Boston 55 35 12 8 78 185 133 

Toronto 58 34 19 5 73 192 162 

Detroit 55 23 23 9 55 149 166 

Florida 53 24 23 6 54 154 172 

Montreal 55 22 26 7 51 144 172 

Ottawa 55 19 27 9 47 147 194 

Buffalo 57 17 30 10 44 137 188 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 56 32 17 7 71 176 165 

Pittsburgh 58 32 22 4 68 182 174 

Philadelphia 57 28 19 10 66 169 167 

New Jersey 56 28 20 8 64 168 174 

Carolina 57 27 21 9 63 158 169 

Columbus 56 29 23 4 62 151 156 

N.Y. Islanders 58 27 25 6 60 194 214 

N.Y. Rangers 57 27 25 5 59 166 175 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 55 34 12 9 77 173 143 

Winnipeg 57 33 15 9 75 183 154 

St. Louis 59 34 21 4 72 170 151 

Dallas 57 33 20 4 70 175 151 

Minnesota 56 31 19 6 68 168 158 

Colorado 55 3 0 21 4 64 174 163 

Chicago 57 24 25 8 56 160 166 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 56 37 15 4 78 192 154 

San Jose 57 30 19 8 68 166 158 

Calgary 57 29 20 8 66 161 164 

Los Angeles 56 30 21 5 65 162 140 

Anaheim 58 27 20 11 65 161 166 

Edmonton 55 23 28 4 50 157 184 

Vancouver 56 22 28 6 50 147 180 

Arizona 57 15 32 10 40 137 195 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday’s games 
Carolina 7, Los Angeles 3 
Columbus 4, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Pittsburgh 6, Ottawa 3 
Buffalo 5, Tampa Bay 3 
Boston 5, Calgary 2 
New Jersey 5, Philadelphia 4, SO 
Detroit 2, Anaheim 1 
Nashville 4, St. Louis 3, OT 
Winnipeg 4, Washington 3, OT 
Minnesota 3, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Vegas 5, Chicago 2 
Arizona 2, San Jose 1 

Wednesday's games 
Columbus at Toronto 
Montreal at Colorado 
Florida at Vancouver 

Thursday’s games 
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Rangers at N.Y. Islanders 
Carolina at New Jersey 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Ottawa 
Calgary at Nashville 
Washington at Minnesota 
Anaheim at Chicago 
Montreal at Arizona 
Edmonton at Vegas 
Vancouver at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Philadelphia at Columbus 
N.Y. Islanders at Carolina 
Colorado at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Dallas 

Tuesday 

Hurricanes 7, Kings 3 

Los Angeles 0 2 1-3 

Carolina 3 2 2-7 

First Period —1, Carolina, Slavin 5 (Sta- 
al, Pesce), 6:40.2, Carolina, Faulk5 (Rask, 
Williams), 8:56.3, Carolina, Faulk 6 (Tera- 
vainen, Aho), 17:43 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Carolina, Faulk 7 
(Teravainen, Aho), 1:17 (pp). 5, Carolina, 
Skinner 17 (Williams, Rask), 7:42 (pp). 6, 
Los Angeles, Kopitar 23 (Toffoli, Muzz- 
in), 11:49 (pp). 7, Los Angeles, Toffoli 19 
(Pearson, Kopitar), 17:05. 

Third Period—8 , Los Angeles, Mitchell 
3 (Doughty, Clifford), 6:43. 9, Carolina, 
Skinner 18 (Di Giuseppe), 14:15.10, Caro¬ 
lina, Aho 21 (Teravainen), 16:32. 

Shots on Goal-Los Angeles 3-14-13— 
30. Carolina 18-16-7—41. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 2; Carolina 3 of 5. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Kuemper 9-1-3 
(21 shots-18 saves), Quick 21-20-2 (20- 
16). Carolina, Ward 17-7-3 (30-27). 

A-12,805 (18,680). T-2:24. 

Devils 5, Flyers 4 (SO) 

New Jersey 0 3 1 0-5 

Philadelphia 1 3 0 0-4 

New Jersey won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, Philadelphia, Konecny 
14 (Gostisbehere, Giroux), 1:54. 

Second Period—2, New Jersey, Hall 22 
(Vatanen), 4:06. 3, Philadelphia, Laugh¬ 
ton 9 (MacDonald, Raffl), 4:49. 4, Phila¬ 
delphia, Gudas 2 (Filppula, Weise), 10:36. 
5, New Jersey, Moore 7 (Zajac, Bratt), 
13:17. 6, Philadelphia, Giroux 19 (Vora- 
cek, Gostisbehere), 15:59 (pp). 7, New 
Jersey, Hischier 10 (Bratt), 16:09. 

Third Period—8 , New Jersey, Hall 23 
(Hischier, Zajac), 18:39. 

Shootout—New Jersey 1 (Palmieri NG, 
Stafford G), Philadelphia 0 (Weal NG, 
Konecny NG, Voracek NG). 

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 9-12-12- 
3-36. Philadelphia 13-13-7-2-35. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 3; Philadelphia 1 of 5. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 11-7-2 
(35 shots-31 saves). Philadelphia, Neu- 
virth 7-7-3 (36-32). 

A-19,312 (19,543). T-2:50. 


Penguins 3, Senators 3 

Ottawa 0 2 1-3 

Pittsburgh 1 3 2-6 

First Period —1, Pittsburgh, Guentzel 
17 (Schultz, Malkin), 4:07 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Ottawa, Brassard 
15 (Stone, Borowiecki), 4:18. 3, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Guentzel 18 (Kessel, Letang), 5:10. 
4, Pittsburgh, Malkin 31 (Hagelin, Schul¬ 
tz), 10:01. 5, Pittsburgh, Aston-Reese 1 
(Sheary, Crosby), 11:22. 6, Ottawa, White 
2 (Pyatt, McCormick), 17:19. 

Third Period—7, Pittsburgh, Letang 

4 (Crosby, Dumoulin), 10:09. 8, Ottawa, 
Duchene 14 (Hoffman, Karlsson), 14:21 
(pp). 9, Pittsburgh, Aston-Reese 2 (Cros¬ 
by, Dumoulin), 18:55. 

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 11-14-8-33. 
Pittsburgh 4-7-17-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 1 
of 2; Pittsburgh 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Ottawa, Anderson 15-17-5 
(18 shots-17 saves), Condon 4-10-4 (9-5). 
Pittsburgh, Murray 20-12-2 (33-30). 

A-18,448 (18,387). T-2:36. 

Blue Jackets 4, Islanders 1 

Columbus 0 2 2-4 

N.Y Islanders 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Tavares 
29 (Lee, Bailey), 17:51 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Columbus, Bjork- 
strand 10 (Werenski, Dubois), 6:02 (pp). 
3, Columbus, Dubois 13 (Bjorkstrand, We¬ 
renski), 19:03 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Columbus, Dubinsky 

5 (Jenner, Anderson), 6:01. 5, Columbus, 
Atkinson 9 (Werenski, Panarin), 6:44. 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 26-15-10— 
51. N.Y. Islanders 11-7-12-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
2 of 4; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 24- 
18-4 (30 shots-29 saves). N.Y. Islanders, 
Halak 17-18-4 (51-47). 

A-10,232 (15,795). T-2:28. 

Sabres 5, Lightning 3 

Tampa Bay 1 1 1-3 

Buffalo 1 2 2-5 

First Period—1, Buffalo, Baptiste 2 
(Girgensons), 6:25. 2, Tampa Bay, Gourde 
22 (Hedman, Kucherov), 13:23 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Buffalo, Reinhart 12 
(O’Reilly, Rodrigues), 1:16 (pp). 4, Tampa 
Bay, Namestnikov 19, 13:19. 5, Buffalo, 
Wilson 4 (Antipin, Nelson), 15:47. 

Third Period-6, Buffalo, O’Reilly 18 
(Ristolainen, Okposo), 3:41 (pp). 7, Tampa 
Bay, Callahan 3 (Point, Sergachev), 11:36. 
8, Buffalo, Reinhart 13 (O’Reilly), 19:52. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 14-9-6—29. 
Buffalo 9-12-12-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 1 of 5; Buffalo 2 of 3. 

~—"’s—Tampa Bay, Domingue 2-8-0 


Bruins 5, Flames 2 

Calgary 2 0 0-2 

Boston 1 1 3-5 

First Period—1, Boston, Nash 9 (Grzel- 
cyk, Backes), 0:28. 2, Calgary, Bennett 8 
(Hathaway), 2:03. 3, Calgary, Gaudreau 
19 (Stajan, Giordano), 9:12. 

Second Period—4, Boston, Nash 10 
(McAvoy, Schaller), 16:20. 

Third Period—5, Boston, Bergeron 26 
(Krug), 1:15 (pp). 6, Boston, Bergeron 
27 (Backes, Marchand), 9:19. 7, Boston, 
Chara 6,16:14. 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 13-8-9—30. 
Boston 11-16-13-40. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 
of 5; Boston 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Calgary, Rittich 5-2-2 (39 
shots-35 saves). Boston, Rask 23-9-4 (30- 


28). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:36. 

Red Wings 2, Ducks 1 

Anaheim 0 0 1-1 

Detroit 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Detroit, Larkin 9, 
13:32. 

Second Period—2, Detroit, Nielsen 13 
(Mantha, Green), 15:37. 

Third Period—3, Anaheim, Henrique 17 
(Rakell, Bieksa), 16:06. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 16-5-12-33. 
Detroit 5-8-3-16. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
Of 4; Detroit Oof 2. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Gibson 19-15-6 (16 
shots-14 saves). Detroit, Howard 16-17-6 
(33-32). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:27. 

Predators 4, Blues 3 (OT) 

St. Louis 1 2 0 0-3 

Nashville 0 0 3 1-4 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Bouw- 
meester 2 (Schenn, Berglund), 15:18. 

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Steen 13 
(Stastny, Tarasenko), 3:10. 3, St. Louis, 
Schwartz 18 (Tarasenko, Steen), 9:00 
(pp). 

Third Period—4, Nashville, Jarnkrok 14 
(Ekholm, Subban), 9:06.5, Nashville, Wat¬ 
son 6 (Ellis, Sissons), 14:33 (sh). 6, Nash¬ 
ville, Watson 7 (Smith, Josi), 15:48. 

Overtime—7, Nashville, Forsberg 17, 
1:19. 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 7-16-7-1-31. 
Nashville 13-3-15-2-33. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 1 
of 3; Nashville Oof 3. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Hutton 15-5-2 (33 
shots-29 saves). Nashville, Rinne 29-8-4 
(31-28). 

A-17,221 (17,113). T-2:40. 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 

The Penguins’ Jake Guentzel 
works the puck in the comer 
during the second period 
Tuesday against the Senators in 
Pittsburgh. 


Wild 3, Rangers 2 

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 0-2 

Minnesota 3 0 0-3 

First Period —1, Minnesota, Staal 25, 
3:09. 2, Minnesota, Parise 3, 4:34. 3, Min¬ 
nesota, Foligno 6 (Eriksson Ek, Winnik), 
6:17. 4, N.Y. Rangers, Gilmour 1 (DeAn- 
gelo, Hayes), 8:50 (pp). 

Second Period—5, N.Y. Rangers, Hayes 
13 (Pionk, Grabner), 11:46 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—N.Y Rangers 11-19- 
4-34. Minnesota 13-8-8-29. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 2 of 4; Minnesota 0 of 1. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 23- 
18-4 (29 shots-26 saves). Minnesota, 
Dubnyk 23-10-4 (34-32). 

A-18,887 (18,064). T-2:27. 


Golden Knights 5, 
Blackhawks 2 


Chicago 1 1 0-2 

Vegas 1 0 4-5 

First Period—1, Chicago, Wingels 7 
(Gustafsson, DeBrincat), 2:10 (pp). 2, Ve¬ 
gas, Carpenter 3 (Engelland, Bellemare), 


Second Period—3, Chicago, DeBrincat 
21 (Hartman, Sharp), 6:37. 

Third Period—4, Vegas, Hunt 2 (Miller, 
Perron), 1:14 (pp). 5, Vegas, Smith 17 
(Schmidt, Karlsson), 3:07. 6, Vegas, Per¬ 
ron 14 (Neal), 4:54. 7, Vegas, Nosek 4, 


Shots on Goal—Chicago 10-8-13—31. 
Vegas 12-13-12-37. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 1 
of 2; Vegas 1 of 6. 

Goalies—Chicago, Glass 3-6-3 (36 
shots-32 saves). Vegas, Fleury 17-6-2 (31- 
29). 

A-18,085 (17,367). T-2:29. 


Jets 4, Capitals 3 (OT) 

Washington 1110-3 

Winnipeg 10 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Scheifele 16 
(Perreault, Byfuglien), 14:41. 2, Washing¬ 
ton, Backstrom 14 (Ovechkin, Wilson), 
19:37. 

Second Period—3, Washington, Bura¬ 
kovsky 5 (Eller, Chiasson), 11:22. 

Third Period—4, Washington, Carlson 
10 (Kuznetsov, Connolly), 7:01. 5, Winni¬ 
peg, Little 12 (Byfuglien, Roslovic), 11:30. 
6, Winnipeg, Scheifele 17 (Wheeler, Per¬ 
reault), 19:45 (sh). 

Overtime—7, Winnipeg, Myers 6 
(Scheifele), 2:35. 

Shots on Goal—Washington 13-9-4- 
1-27. Winnipeg 13-14-15-2-44. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 2; Winnipeg 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 28-10-4 
(44 shots-40 saves). Winnipeg, Helle- 
buyck 29-8-8 (27-24). 

A—15,321 (15,294). T-2:34. 


Coyotes 2, Sharks 1 

Arizona 1 1 0-2 

San Jose 1 0 0-1 

First Period —1, Arizona, Connauton 5 
(Richardson, Cousins), 7:58. 2, San Jose, 
Boedker 8 (Vlasic, Braun), 9:20. 

Second Period—3, Arizona, Goligoski 8 
(Rieder, Fischer), 9:35 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 7-13-6_26. San 
Jose 12-17-12-41. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 1 
of 2; San Jose 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Arizona, Raanta 10-14-6 (12 
shots-12 saves), Wedgewood 5-9-4 (29- 
28). San Jose, Jones 16-15-5 (26-24). 


Calendar 

Feb. 26 — Trade deadline. 

March 3 — Stadium Series: Toronto at 
Washington, at U.S. Naval Academy, An¬ 
napolis, Md. 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 
April 11 — Playoffs begin. 

June 22-23 - NHL Draft, Dallas. 


Roundup 

Sabres tops East 
leader Lightning 


Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The last- 
place Buffalo Sabres are sudden¬ 
ly playing havoc with the Eastern 
Conference’s top teams — and 
without their top offensive threat, 
Jack Eichel, no less. 

Ryan O’Reilly scored a goal 
and added two assists in a 5-3 win 
over the East-leading Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Tuesday night. 

“That’s a really good hockey 
team over there, but we showed 
good composure and good ma¬ 
turity,” O’Reilly said. “We didn’t 
panic. Even when they scored the 
power-play goal at the end there, 
we stuck with it. It was nice to see 
and it’s a good lesson for us.” 

It was O’Reilly’s second con¬ 
secutive three-point outing after 
he also had a goal and two as¬ 
sists in a 5-4 loss to Colorado on 
Sunday. The boost in production 
comes after Eichel sprained his 
right ankle in a 4-2 win over Bos¬ 
ton on Saturday, an injury that 
will cost him between four and 
six weeks. 

Sam Reinhart scored twice, 
including an empty-netter, and 
Scott Wilson and Nicholas Bap¬ 
tiste also scored as the Sabres 
never trailed. 

Penguins 6, Senators 3: Jake 
Guentzel scored twice, Zach 
Aston-Reese scored his first two 
NHL goals for host Pittsburgh. 

Evgeni Malkin scored his 31st 
and Kris Letang his fourth for the 
Penguins, who have won seven of 
nine and 12 of their last 16. Sid¬ 
ney Crosby, who scored his 400th 
career goal on Sunday, finished 
with three assists. 

Predators 4, Blues 3 (OT): 
Filip Forsberg scored on a penal¬ 
ty shot at 1:19 of overtime to give 
host Nashville a wild comeback 
victory over St. Louis. 

After trailing by three goals 
entering the third period, Nash¬ 


ville rallied for three goals in 
the span of 6:42 to tie it and force 
overtime. 

Wild 3, Rangers 2: Devan 
Dubnyk made 32 saves, and host 
Minnesota’s early three-goal lead 
held up. 

The Wild haven’t lost at home 
since Dec. 16 against Edmon¬ 
ton and own the league’s longest 
home point streak of the season. 
They’ve outscored opponents 49- 
25 during the run. 

Devils 5, Flyers 4 (SO): Tra¬ 
vis Hall scored twice in regula¬ 
tion, Drew Stafford had the only 
tally in the shootout and visiting 
New Jersey snapped a four-game 
losing streak. 

Hurricanes 7, Kings 3: Jus¬ 
tin Faulk had his first career hat 
trick, Jeff Skinner scored twice, 
and the host Hurricanes routed 
the short-handed Kings. 

Blue Jackets 4, Islanders 1: 
Oliver Bjorkstrand and Pierre- 
Luc Dubois scored power-play 
goals in the second period to give 
their team the lead, and host Co¬ 
lumbus went on to a win over New 
York. 

Red Wings 2, Ducks 1: Dylan 
Larkin and Frans Nielsen scored 
in the first two periods and host 
Detroit held off Anaheim. 

Jets 4, Capitals 3: Defense- 
man Tyler Myers scored 3:35 into 
overtime as host Winnipeg came 
back from a two-goal deficit to 
beat Washington. 

Bruins 5, Flames 2: Patrice 
Bergeron and Riley Nash scored 
two goals apiece, helping host 
Boston beat Calgary. 

Coyotes 2 , Sharks 1: Alex Go¬ 
ligoski scored in his third straight 
game to help Arizona beat host 
San Jose. 

Golden Knights 5, Black- 
hawks 2: Reilly Smith scored the 
go-ahead goal in the third period, 
and host Vegas beat Chicago. 



Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP 

Sabres forward Ryan O’Reilly, right, is taken down as Lightning 
defenseman Victor Hedman, left, defends Tuesday in Buffalo, N.Y. 
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Early showdown for US 



Frank Franklin ll/AP 


Team USA’s Jocelyne Lamoureux-Davidson, center, celebrates with 
Kelly Pannek, left, and Emily Pfalzer, after scoring a goal during a 
preliminary round game Tuesday. The U.S. takes on top rival Canada 
on Thursday. 


Diggins still aims for 
cross-country history 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Much more than bragging 
rights are on the line anytime the 
Americans and Canadians meet, 
and the Olympics offers the op¬ 
portunity to showcase just how 
good the best in women’s hockey 
really are these days. 

No medal will be on the line 
Thursday. Just the top spot in 
the best group in pool play along 
with the choice of jersey color and 
benches for the next time they 
play — ideally the gold medal 
game. 

Only gold will do for the United 
States at the Pyeongchang Games 
with the Americans mired in a 
20-year title drought. And this 
will be the first time the Ameri¬ 
cans have played their biggest 
rival in the Olympics since Can¬ 
ada stunned the United States by 
rallying from a 2-0 deficit to win 
gold at the 2014 Sochi Games with 
a 3-2 overtime victory. 

Yes, the Americans have been 
waiting for this moment since the 
final horn blew in 2014. 

“We’ve been preparing for this 
tournament for four years,” said 
Jocelyne Lamoureux-Davidson, a 
three-time Olympian. “The first 
two games we’re pretty happy 
with how they went. Definitely 
some things we can continue to 
get better at, but hopefully build 
on each and every game and be at 
our best when it matters.” 

That game is Feb. 22 when the 
gold medal will be up for grabs. 

For now, the Canadians and 
Americans know millions will be 
watching a game scheduled for 
just after noon in South Korea 
to allow North Americans the 
chance to watch some late night 
hockey on Valentine’s Day. 

Canada forward Jillian Saul- 
nier said they try to represent the 
best of women’s hockey anytime 
they step on the ice. The Olym¬ 
pics only raises the stakes. 

“The world is watching, so for 
us it’s just a time to showcase our 
talents and skills so to be able 
to play against some of the best 


players in the world,” Saulnier 
said. “And some of those are on 
the U.S. as well, so it’s an exciting 
time for us.” 

These teams know each other 
very well thanks to a pre-Olym¬ 
pic exhibition schedule of eight 
games that included the Four Na¬ 
tions Cup. The United States won 
three of the first four, including 
two to win the Four Nations Cup 
title. But Canada won the final 
four games in December with two 
each in Canada and in the United 
States. 

Canada captain Marie-Philip 
Poulin, who scored the tying and 
game-winning goals in the gold 
medal game in Sochi, noted they 
haven’t played since Canada fi¬ 
nalized its Olympic roster. 

“So obviously it’s going to be a 
big change for both of the teams,” 
Poulin said. “So excited to play. 
It doesn’t matter what happened 
before.” 

Even though the United States 
won the inaugural gold at the 
1998 Nagano Games when wom¬ 
en’s hockey debuted at the Olym¬ 
pics, Canada has won each of the 
past four, and the Canadians are 
in South Korea looking to add 
the only medal their country ex¬ 


pects when playing the sport they 
created. 

United States defenseman 
Kacey Bellamy is playing in her 
third Olympics and called U.S.- 
Canada a “great rivalry.” 

“Honestly, it’s exciting anytime 
we play them,” Bellamy said. 
“We’re going to give 100 percent. 
We have a lot of respect for each 
other. Once we hit the ice, it’s 
going to be a fun game. It’s going 
to be fast, and we’re excited.” 

Canada stands at the top of 
Group A, despite both teams being 

2- 0, thanks to having scored one 
more goal (nine) than the Ameri¬ 
cans (eight). Both teams have al¬ 
lowed one goal apiece — both to 
Finland. Canada beat Finland by 
4-1 compared to the Americans’ 

3- 1 win to open preliminary play. 

The Americans canceled prac¬ 
tice Wednesday after beating the 
Russians 5-0 late Tuesday night. 
The Canadians practiced after 
their win over Finland. 

U.S. coach Robb Stauber has 
tried to keep his players focused on 
only one opponent at a time, trying 
to ignore the inevitable game with 
Canada until a day away. 

“We know we have the next 
game,” Stauber said. “We know 
that opponent very well.” 


By Chip Scoggins 

Star Tribune 

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — The question seemed to 
catch Jessie Diggins by surprise. 

Do you feel medals will come? 

“Well, yeah, I wouldn’t be here 
if I didn’t think that,” Diggins 
said after finishing her second 
Olympic race. 

The Afton, Minn., native hasn’t 
reached the medal stand after two 
events, but her bid to make Olym¬ 
pic history is still attainable. 

Diggins will try to become the 
first American woman to medal in 
cross country in Olympic history 
on Thursday when she competes 
in her best event, the 10k freestyle. 
Diggins won that race at a World 
Cup event in Austria before arriv¬ 
ing at the Winter Games. 

Diggins said she isn’t discour¬ 
aged by her start to these Winter 
Games. She has placed fifth and 
sixth in her first two events here. 
She sounded upbeat after both 
races. 

“I’m really happy with where 
my shape is overall and where my 
form is,” she said. 

Diggins made the final of the 
classic sprint Tuesday night but 
finished sixth at the Alpensia 
Cross-Country Skiing Center. 
She finished 11.23 seconds be¬ 
hind the winner, Sweden’s Stina 
Nilsson, who covered the course 
in 3:03.84. 

Diggins placed fifth in the ski- 
athlon on Saturday, which was 
the highest Olympic finish ever 
by an American woman in cross 
country. 

Classic sprint is not her 
strength, but she has improved 
her technique significantly this 
season. She owns a pair of top-10 
finishes in the classic sprint in 
World Cup events this season. 

“Just making the final is a huge 


step forward for me,” she said. 
“If you would have told me at 
the start of the year that I would 
make the Olympic classic sprint 
final I would have been like, ‘Ha, 
that’s funny. Good joke.’ ” 

Diggins looked like a serious 
contender from the opening quali¬ 
fications. She secured a spot in the 
final by finishing second in her 
semifinal in a photo finish. She 
raced in the second semifinal heat, 
leaving her about seven minutes 
less time to recover for the final. 
She didn’t use that as an excuse. 

“I definitely didn’t recover 
quite enough coming from the 
second semifinal to the final,” 
she said. “I don’t know if I would 
have recovered enough from the 
first semifinal. I had to dig pretty 
deep just to make it.” 

In the finals, Diggins appeared 
to stumble as she neared the first 
comer but that wasn’t the case. 
She said she was just trying to 
maneuver out of a bad spot. 

“I was in the far outside lane, 
which is a terrible place to start,” 
she said. “You have to navigate be¬ 
fore the corner because you have 
so much longer to ski otherwise. 
I was trying to move over with¬ 
out using any skating technique 
so I was kind of hopping over the 
tracks. I think it was a little bit 
awkward trying to move over.” 

Diggins never really had a 
chance after that as the leaders 
pulled away. Her performance 
in the entire event left her en¬ 
couraged as she prepares for her 
strongest races. 

“I was crumbling a little bit on 
that last monster climb and work¬ 
ing hard to keep it together,” she 
said. “But I went after it with ev¬ 
erything I had. I really dug deep 
and pushed myself hard. I’m re¬ 
ally proud of this race. It was a 
good one for me. It shows some 
good things to come.” 


Olsen returning to training 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — Bobsledder 
Sgt. Justin Olsen has used his time off wisely, and 
he thinks he is ready to get in a sled again. 

The National Guardsman who underwent an 
emergency appendectomy shortly before the start 
of the Pyeongchang Olympics will be in his sled 
Thursday for the start of official two-man training. 

Olsen was at the Alpensia Sliding Center on 
Wednesday with U.S. coach Brian Shimer, checking 
out the venue. It was his first time that Olsen, a mem¬ 
ber of the 2010 four-man gold-medal-winning team 
for the U.S. in a sled driven by the late Steven Hol¬ 
comb, ventured out since his laparoscopic surgery. 

“I feel really good,” Olsen said. “It’s nice to get 
back to the track.” 

Olsen is one of three U.S. men’s drivers, along with 
Codie Bascue and Sgt. Nick Cunningham. They will 
be competing in the two- and four-man events. 

In two-man, which will be contested Sunday and 


Monday, Olsen will be in the sled with Evan Wein- 
stock. In four-man, scheduled for Feb. 24 and 25 
— the final two days of these Olympics — he will be 
pushed by Nathan Weber, Carlo Valdes and Olympic 
medalist Capt. Chris Fogt. 

Olsen, Cunningham and Fogt are members of the 
Army’s World Class Athlete Program. 

Other than for workouts and meals, Olsen has 
largely been recuperating in his room. That’s given 
him plenty of time to check out every other race and 
training session on the sliding track, and he’s hope¬ 
ful that the extra studying will pay off. 

“I’ve been watching the luge races and skeleton 
training from my phone while resting in bed and 
I’m ready to get back on ice,” Olsen said. “I’ve spent 
my time here in the village and it feels good to be out 
and back here.” 

The tentative plan calls for Olsen to take part in 
both training runs Thursday, though he may start 
at least one inside the sled instead of pushing and 
jumping in like normal. 

“We’ll be ready to fire it off,” Olsen said. 



Dmitri Lovetsky/AP 

American Jessica Diggins finished sixth in the cross-country skiing 
sprint classic, and is still hoping for a medal in the 10K freestyle. 
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Scoreboard 


Speedskating 


Medals table 

Through Feb. 14 
(30 medal events) 
Nation G S 


Germany 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Canada 
United States 

France 
OA Russia 
Austria 
Sweden 
Italy 

South Korea 

Australia 

Czech Republic 

Finland 

China 

Slovakia 

Switzerland 

Kazakhstan 


7 2 3 12 

5 4 2 11 

3 5 3 11 

3 4 3 10 


Wednesday’s medalists 

LUGE 

Men’s Doubles 

GOLD—Germany (Tobias Arlt, Tobias 
Wendl) 

SILVER-Austria (Georg Fischler, Peter 
Penz) 

BRONZE—Germany (Toni Eggert, Sas- 
cha Benecken) 

NORDIC COMBINED 
Individual (Normal Hill) 

GOLD—Eric Frenzel, Germany 
SILVER-Akito Watabe, Japan 
BRONZE-Lukas Klapfer, Austria 
SNOWBOARD 

Men's Halfpipe 

GOLD-Shaun White, United States 
SILVER—Ayumu Hirano, Japan 
BRONZE-Scott James, Australia 

SPEEDSKATING 
Women’s 1000 

GOLD—Jorien Ter Mors, Netherlands 
SILVER—Nao Kodaira, Japan 
BRONZE—Miho Takagi, Japan 

Wednesday’s results 

FIGURE SKATING 
Pairs Short Program 

1. Han Cong and Sui Wenjing, China, 
82.39 (Q). 

2. Evgenia Tarasova and Vladimir Mo¬ 
rozov, OA Russia, 81.68 (Q). 

3. Meagan Duhamel and Eric Radford, 
Canada, 76.82 (Q). 

4. Aljona Savchenko and Bruno Mas- 
sot, Germany, 76.59 (Q). 

5. Yu Xiaoyu and Zhang Hao, China, 
75.58 (Q). 

6. Vanessa James and Morgan Cipres, 
France, 75.34 (0). 

7. Valentina Marchei and Ondrej Ho- 
tarek, Italy, 74.50 (0). 

8. Natalia Zabiiako and Alexander En- 
bert, OA Russia, 74.35 (Q). 

9. Nicole Della Monica and Matteo 
Guarise, Italy, 74.00 (Q). 

10. Kristina Astakhova and Alexei 
Rogonov, OA Russia, 70.52 (Q). 

11. Tae Ok Ryom and Ju Sik Kim, North 
Korea, 69.40 (Q). 

12. Julianne Segiun and Charlie Bi¬ 
lodeau, Canada, 67.52 (Q). 

13. Kristen Moore-Towers and Michael 
Marinaro, Canada, 65.68 (Q). 

14. Chris Knierim and Alexa Scimeca 
Knierim, United States, 65.55 (Q). 

15. Anna Duskova and Martin Bidar, 
Czech Republic, 63.25 (Q). 

16. Annika Hocke and Ruben Blom- 
maert, Germany, 63.04 (Q). 

17. Peng Cheng and Jin 
62.61. 

18. Ekaterina Alexandrovskaya and 
Harley Windsor, Australia, 61.55. 

19. Paige Conners and Evgeni Kras- 
nopolski, Israel, 60.35. 

20. Miriam Ziegler and Severin Kiefer, 
Austria, 58.80. 

21. Miu Suzaki and Ryuichi Kihara, Ja¬ 
pan, 57.74. 

22. Kim Kyueun and Kam Alex Kang 
Chan, South Korea, 42.93. 

LUGE 

Men’s Doubles 
Final Ranking 

1. Germany 1 (Tobias Arlt, Tobias 
Wendl), 1:31.697. 

2. Austria 1 (Georg Fischler, Peter 
Penz), 1:31.785. 

3. Germany 2 (Toni Eggert, Sascha Be¬ 
necken), 1:31.987. 

4. Austria 2 (Lorenz Koller, Thomas 
Steu), 1:32.284. 

5. Canada 1 (Tristan Walker, Justin 
Snith), 1:32.369. 

6. Latvia 1 (Andris Sics, Juris Sics), 
1:32.442. 

7. Italy 2 (Fabian Malleier, Ivan Na- 
gler), 1:32.563. 

8. United States 2 (Andrew Sherk, Jus¬ 
tin Krewson), 1:32.652. 

Other U.S. Finisher 

10. United States 1 (Jayson Terdiman, 
Matthew Mortensen), 1:32.687. 

NORDIC COMBINED 
Individual (Normal Hill) 

Final Ranking 

(K90 Jump; 10km Pursuit in parentheses) 

1. Eric Frenzel, Germany, (5, 121.70; 1, 
24:51.4), 24:51.4. 

2. Akito Watabe, Japan, (3, 123.70; 2, 
24:56.2), 24:56.2. 

3. Lukas Klapfer, Austria, (4, 122.60; 3, 
25:09.5), 25:09.5. 

4. Jarl Magnus Riiber, Norway, (2, 
126.90; 4, 25:13.9), 25:13.9. 

5. Johannes Rydzek, Germany, (11, 
109.10; 5, 25:19.3), 25:19.3. 

6. Eero Hirvonen, Finland, (6, 118.00; 6, 
25:43.0), 25:43.0. 


7. Fabian Riessle, Germany, (16, 99.90; 
7, 25:56.7), 25:56.7. 

8. Ilkka Herola, Finland, (17, 99.70; 8, 
25:56.9), 25:56.9. 

U.S. Finishers 

17. Bryan Fletcher, United States, (18, 
99.00; 17, 27:03.6), 27:03.6. 

35. Talyor Fletscher, United States, (39, 
76.40; 35, 28:19.2), 28:19.2. 

41. Ben Loomis, United States, (37, 
79.50; 41, 29:20.8), 29:20.8. 

45. Jasper Good, United States, (47, 
58.80; 45, 30:39.8), 30:39.8. 

SNOWBOARD 
Men's Halfpipe 
Final Ranking 

1. Shaun White, United States, (94.25; 
55.0; 97.75) 97.75. 

2. Ayumu Hirano, Japan, (35.25; 95.25; 

43.25) 95.25. 

3. Scott James, Australia, (92.0; 81.75; 

40.25) 92.00. 

4. Ben Ferguson, United States, (43.0; 
83.5; 90.75) 90.75. 

5. Patrick Burgener, Switzerland, (84.0; 
51.0; 89.75) 89.75. 

6. Chase Josey, United States, (87.75; 
52.25; 88.0) 88.00. 

7. Raibu Katayama, Japan, (85.75; 25.0; 
87.0) 87.00. 

8. Jake Pates, United States, (47.0; 
82.25; 27.0) 82.25. 

9. Jan Scherrer, Switzerland, (31.25; 
80.5; 70.75) 80.5. 

10. Kent Callister, Australia, (20.0; 62.0; 
56.75) 62.0. 

11. Yuto Totsuka, Japan, (39.25; 7.0; 
DNS) 39.25. 

12. Peetu Piiroinen, Finland, (4.5; 12.75; 
13.5) 13.50. 

SPEEDSKATING 
Women’s 1000 

1. Jorien Ter Mors, Netherlands, 
1:13.56. 

2. Nao Kodaira, Japan, 1:13.82. 

3. Miho Takagi, Japan, 1:13.98. 

4. Brittany Bowe, United States, 
1:14.36. 

5. Vanessa Bittner, Austria, 1:14.47. 

6. Marrit Leenstra, Netherlands, 
1:14.85. 

7. Karolina Erbanova, Czech Republic, 
1:14.95. 

8. Heather Bergsma, United States, 
1:15.15. 

Other U.S. Finisher 

28. Jerica Tandiman, United States, 
1:18.02. 


Curling 


n Yang, China, 


Wednesday’s scores 
Men 

Sweden 9, Denmark 5 
Canada 5, Italy 3 
United States 11, South Korea 7 
Britain 6, Switzerland 5 
Canada 6, Britain 4 
Sweden 7, South Korea 2 
Italy 7, Switzerland 4 
Japan 6, Norway 4 

Women 

Japan 10, United States 5 
Britain 10, OA Russia 3 
Sweden 9, Denmark 3 
China 7, Switzerland 2 

Thursday’s matches 
Men 

United States vs. Italy, 

Norway vs. Canada 
Britain vs. Japan 
Denmark vs. Switzerland 

Women 

Canada vs. South Korea 
Denmark vs. Japan 
China vs. OA Russia 
Britain vs. United States 
China vs. Britain 
Canada vs. Sweden 
United States vs. Switzerland, 
South Korea vs. Japan 

Women’s hockey 


Group A 

W L OTW OTL Pts GF GA 

Canada 20 0 0691 

United States 2 0 0 0 6 8 1 

Finland 0 2 0 0 0 2 7 

OA Russia 0 2 0 0 0 0 10 

Group B 

W L OTW OTL Pts GF GA 

Switzerland 3 0 0 0 9 13 2 

Sweden 2 1 0 0 6 11 3 

Japan 12 00066 

Korea 0 3 0 0 0 1 20 

Saturday, Feb. 10 
Sweden 2, Japan 1 
Switzerland 8, Korea 0 

Sunday, Feb. 11 
United States 3, Finland 1 
Canada 5, Russia 0 

Monday, Feb. 12 
Switzerland 3, Japan 1 
Sweden 8, Korea 0 

Tuesday, Feb. 13 
Canada 4, Finland 1 
United States 5, Russia 0 

Wednesday, Feb. 14 


vveuiiesuay, ruu, 

Switzerland 2, Sweden 1 
Japan 4, Korea 1 

Thursday, Feb. 15 

United States vs. Canada 
Russia vs. Finland 

PLAYOFF ROUND 
Saturday, Feb. 17 

Quarterfinals 

Sunday, Feb. 18 
Classification (5-8 place) 
Monday, Feb. 19 
Semifinals 

Tuesday, Feb. 20 
Seventh Place game 
Fifth Place game 

Thursday, Feb. 22 
Bronze Medal game 
Gold Medal game 


US still seeking first medal 



Petr David Josek/AP 


Brittany Bowe competes in the women’s 1,000 on Wednesday. She 
finished fourth, the best result for an American so far. 


By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Brittany Bowe posted the sec¬ 
ond-fastest time in the 1,000 me¬ 
ters and then waited for the last 
four pairs to go. 

When it was over, she was left 
empty-handed. 

The U.S. speedskaters have 
yet to get on the podium at the 
Pyeongchang Olympics, while 
the Dutch earned their fifth 
gold medal in as many events on 
Wednesday. 

Bowe finished fourth, one spot 
out of a medal but still the best re¬ 
sult by an American so far. 

“It’s the Olympics,” she said, 
“and it’s top three that matters.” 

Bowe and several of her current 
teammates found that out four 
years ago in Sochi, when the long 
track team was kept off the podi¬ 
um for the first time since 1984 in 
a stunning result for a sport that 
has won America’s most Winter 
Olympic medals. 

They have six events remaining 
to avoid another shutout. 

“I don’t think there’s any ten¬ 
sion,” Bowe said. “Everybody is 
skating to the best of their ability. 
We’ve had a great atmosphere, 
great energy. Everybody knows 
that they’ve done everything that 
they can do to prepare and give 
themselves the best opportunity 
out there.” 

Heather Bergsma finished 
eighth in the 1,000, while Olympic 
rookie Jerica Tandiman was 28th 
out of 31 skaters. 

Bergsma has won nine medals 
and Bowe seven in all events at 


the world championships, but an 
Olympic medal has proved elu¬ 
sive in their second Games. 

“This was definitely my best 
shot,” Bergsma said. “The 500 is 
going to be difficult.” 

Bowe is also skating the 500 on 
Sunday and she is eager for an¬ 
other chance. 

“You never know what can hap¬ 
pen,” she said. “Get one more lap 
to make a statement; I’m looking 
forward to it.” 

The U.S. didn’t qualify anyone 
for the men’s 10,000 on Thursday. 
Their next chance comes Friday 
in the women’s 5,000 with Carlijn 
Schoutens back on the big oval 
after finishing 22nd in the 3,000. 

At this point in Sochi, the Amer¬ 
icans’ mood had turned sour and 


everything was being called into 
question, including their too-tight 
skin suits and ill-fated training at 
altitude for a sea-level games. 

“We spent the last four years 
hearing about Sochi over and over 
again,” U.S. coach Matt Koore- 
man said. “We’re ready for some 
criticism here and there, but 
we’re ready to bounce back and 
work through that.” 

Bowe sustained a concussion in 
July 2016 and has spent the ensu¬ 
ing 1 Vi years recovering and try¬ 
ing to regain her form. 

“It always stinks to get fourth 
place. If circumstances had been 
different with her injury, we could 
have a different story,” Kooreman 
said. “She just didn’t have the 
legs.” 


Luge 


Germans win doubles; US looks to relay 


Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— Just about everyone in the in¬ 
ternational luge world refers to 
the German team of Tobias Wendl 
and Tobias Arlt as “the Tobys,” for 
obvious reasons. 

Call them two-time Olympic 
champions now, too. 

As most expected, a German 
team won the doubles luge title 
at the Pyeongchang Games. As 
few expected, it was Wendl and 
Arlt — the second-best team in 
the world all season, yet the team 
that stood highest on the Olym¬ 
pic medal podium. They held off 
Austria’s Peter Penz and Georg 
Fischler by 0.088 seconds for a 
second straight gold medal. 

“I can’t describe the words that 
I’m feeling, what the feeling is 
inside,” Arlt said. “We’re again 
Olympic champions and so happy, 
it’s just amazing.” 

Germany’s Toni Eggert and 
Sascha Benecken, the heavy 
Olympic favorites after dominat¬ 
ing the World Cup circuit this 
season, only managed a bronze. 

“The Tobys have a history of 
holding onto their speed, keep¬ 


ing it kind of in waiting until it’s 
time to perform,” USA Luge’s 
Sgt. Matt Mortensen said. “I don’t 
think that Toni and Sascha had a 
bad competition. I just think the 
Tobys probably came with a bet¬ 
ter setup for today.” 

Wendl and Arlt had the fastest 
time in each of the two runs, plus 
set both the start record and the 
track record. 

It was a disappointing night for 
the Americans, who haven’t me- 
daled in doubles since taking sil¬ 
ver and bronze in 2002. 

But a young team offered plen¬ 
ty of hope for the future. 

Justin Krewson and Andrew 
Sherk were eighth in their Olym¬ 
pic debut. 

“Best day at work ever,” Krew¬ 
son said. 

Mortensen and Jayson Terdi¬ 
man were 10th, but will join men’s 
silver medalist Chris Mazdzer 
and Summer Britcher as the U.S. 
team in the relay event — the 
last luge competition in the Py¬ 
eongchang Games — on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

It may be the final race for 
Mortensen and Terdiman. It’ll 


definitely be their last Olympic 
race, since Mortensen has already 
decided he won’t stick around for 
a shot at the 2022 Beijing Games. 
And even after a difficult night 
Wednesday, the Americans said 
they will hit the relay with tons of 
confidence. 

“Summer wants redemption, 
we want redemption, Chris wants 
to keep his train rolling,” Terdi¬ 
man said. “Let’s keep it going, 
baby. We got this.” 

Sweeney being monitored 

Army Sgt. Emily Sweeney is 
recovering from a frightening 
crash on the final run of the luge 
competition on Tuesday. 

Sweeney was still experienc¬ 
ing back pain on Wednesday, and 
she was being monitored by USA 
Luge’s medical staff. USA Luge 
says Sweeney is doing well and 
her parents are visiting with her 
in the Athletes’ Village. 

The plan is for Sweeney to con¬ 
tinue being checked regularly 
by doctors for the next few days. 
USA Luge said “Further steps 
will be taken, if necessary.” 
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King: Pressure was on 
for White during last run 


FROM BACK PAGE 

It came with the heart-thump¬ 
ing pressure of knowing he had to 
land the most difficult run he ever 
attempted, or settle for silver. 

It included back-to-back jumps, 
each with 1440 degrees of spin, 
that are, quite literally, death- 
defying. They were tricks White 
said afterward that he had never 
landed in succession — not in 
practice and, of course, never in 
a contest. 

“I knew I had it in me,” he said. 
“The fear was out of the door. I’m 
at the Olympics. I had to do it. I’m 
standing at the top, in my favor¬ 
ite position, with the pressure of 
the world and one run to go. Man, 
it brings out the best in me. I’m 
so glad that’s a part of me as a 
competitor.” 

On the winning trip, White 
got the tough stuff out of the way 
early, dropping straight into the 
halfpipe, flying nearly 20 feet 
above it and whipping his body 
around twice while going head- 
over-heels two times for the first 
1440. He landed high enough on 
the wall to gather sufficient speed 
to travel to the other side and es¬ 
sentially do a mirror image of the 
first trick. 

From there, it was simply a 
matter of staying upright. 

He performed what’s known 
as the Sky Hook — a 20-foot 
vault above the deck in which he 
bent himself into the shape of a 
comma, while grabbing the board 
and tweaking it up toward his 
backside to show judges the style 


they demand. His final trick was 
one he patented: the Double Mc- 
Twist 1260, in which he took off 
from the wall for two flips with 
1V 2 twists, grabbing the board 
and practically wrestling it over 
his head to complete the jump 
and stick the landing. 

He knew he’d done it, but the 
wait — about 120 seconds — was 
agonizing. 

The score came up. A 97.75. It 
was enough to beat Ayumu Hira- 
no, the 5-foot-2, 19-year-old from 
Japan who has been asked, quite 
often, exactly when he was going 
to beat Shaun White. 

Australian Scotty James, who 
made news at the start of the 
games by complaining about 
judging, finished third with a run 
that included three double-cork 
1260s; it was a performance that 
would’ve won all but a handful 
of all the contests ever held up 
through last December. 

But it was Hirano, who now has 
back-to-back Olympic silvers, who 
set the stakes for these games by 
becoming the first man to land 
the back-to-back 14s at the Win¬ 
ter X Games last month. He did 
it again on his second run under 
a slate-gray sky in Pyeongchang 
to set the mark (95.25) that White 
had to beat. 

White did it. 

Shortly after his winning score 
came up to make him the winner 
of America’s 100th Winter Games 
gold medal, White was hugging 
friends and family and sobbing, 
almost uncontrollably. 


100th US gold won in fitting fashion 


PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— In fitting fashion, America’s 
100th Winter Olympics gold medal 
will be draped around the neck of 
one of its most decorated athletes. 

Snowboarding great Shaun White 
earned the milestone medal for the 
U.S. on Wednesday by throwing 
down a spectacular final run in the 
men’s halfpipe. It’s the third career 
gold for White and makes him the 
first American man to win gold at 
three separate Winter Olympics. 

It’s taken the United States 94 
years to reach 100 winter golds, 
and it’s only the second country to 
get there. It trails Norway, which 
started Wednesday with 121. Ger¬ 
many is third with 92. 

Here’s a look at how America got 
to the gold century mark: 

Fabulous firsts 

American speedskater Charley 
Jewtraw won the first ever Winter 
Olympic gold medal in 1924 by 
claiming victory in the 500-meter 
speedskating event in Chamonix, 
France. It was America’s only gold 
at those games, and the hardware 
is now in the Museum of American 
History at the Smithsonian. 

The U.S. won most of its early 
medals in speedskating and sliding 
events. Jennison Heaton got medal 


No. 2 in skeleton in 1928, and 
Americans didn’t break through in 
Alpine skiing until Gretchen Fraser 
won gold in 1948. 

Dick Button won America’s first 
gold in figure skating in 1952, and 
the U.S. men's hockey team beat 
Canada for its first gold in 1960 at 
Squaw Valley, Calif. 

Best and worst 

The U.S. won 10 gold medals 
in 2002 at Salt Lake City, its most 
at a single Olympics. Americans 
have since won nine golds in 2006, 
2010 and 2014. 

Despite ranking second overall 
in golds, the U.S. has only once led 
the medal table in gold. That was 
in 1932 at Salt Lake, when speed- 
skaters Jack Shea and Irving Jaffee 
paired with the two-man and four- 
man bobsled teams to tally six gold 
medals. 

The U.S. has taken some down¬ 
turns, too. The country won just one 
gold each in 1964 and 1968, fin¬ 
ishing eighth and ninth, respective¬ 
ly, in golds. After strong showings at 
Lake Placid in 1980 and Sarajevo 
in 1984, the U.S. again finished 
ninth in gold medals with just two 
at the 1988 games in Calgary. 

— Associated Press 



Slovenia’s Jan Mursak, left, beats United States goalie Ryan Zapolski for the game-winning goal during 
overtime Wednesday of the opening game at the Winter Olympics in Gangneung, South Korea. 

Men’s hockey roundup 

Slovenia rallies to beat 


Americans in first game 


Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Five practices were supposed 
to prepare the Americans for 
this, and they knew at the second 
intermission Slovenia was going 
to come out punching. 

The preparation and the knowl¬ 
edge were not enough to fend off 
the fatigue as the United States 
blew a two-goal lead and lost a 
3-2 stunner in overtime Wednes¬ 
day night in the Olympic opener 
for both teams. Slovenia captain 
Jan Mursak scored the tying goal 
with 1:37 left in regulation and the 
winner 38 seconds into overtime. 

Long before that, the U.S. start¬ 
ed letting the game slip away with 
mistakes all over the ice. 

“We started turning the puck 
over in our zone and they were 
getting chances and that led to 
some momentum for them,” said 
goaltender Ryan Zapolski, who 
allowed three goals on 25 shots. 
“We can’t give up those chances 
that we were giving up out of 
nothing there in the third. That 
really kills your momentum. And 
they scored a goal off one of them 
and from that point we were kind 
of on our heels.” 

Brian O’Neill and Jordan Gre¬ 
enway, who became the first Afri¬ 
can-American hockey player for 


the U.S. at an Olympics, scored to 
build the 2-0 lead in a dominant 
showing, and the shots were 24- 
12 after two periods. Coach Tony 
Granato pointed out that Slovenia 
probably should have been the 
more tired team from playing so 
much in its defensive zone, but 
there was none of that from a 
group that has only one player — 
Mursak — with NHL experience. 

Slovakia 3, OAR 2: The latest 
iteration of the Russian Red Ma¬ 
chine started its Olympic hockey 
tournament with a loss. 

The Russians gave up a two- 
goal lead as defensive errors al¬ 
lowed Slovakia to end the first 
period at 2-2. Peter Ceresnak then 
scored the game-winner with a 
slapshot in the third period. 

Before the tournament, the 
Russians were considered to be 
the gold-medal favorites in the 
first Olympics since 1994 with¬ 
out NHL players. However, they 
were also the favorites on home 
ice in Sochi four years ago, only 
to struggle under the pressure 
before losing to Finland in the 
quarterfinals. 

Russian teams have now 
played Slovakia in four consecu¬ 
tive Olympic tournaments, los¬ 
ing three of those and winning in 
2014 in a shootout. 


Scoreboard 


Preliminary round 


Canada 
Czech Republic 
South Korea 
Switzerland 

Slovakia 
Slovenia 
United States 
OA Russia 

Finland 
Germany 
Norway 
Sweden 


0 0 


Wednesday, Feb. 14 
At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Slovenia 3, United States 2, OT 

At Gangneung Hockey Centre 

Slovakia 3, OA Russia 2 

Thursday, Feb. 15 
At Gangneung Hockey Centre 

Finland vs. Germany 
Norway vs. Sweden 
Czech Republic vs. South Korea 

At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Switzerland vs. Canada 

Friday, Feb. 16 

At Gangneung Hockey Centre 

United States vs. Slovakia 
Russia vs. Slovenia 
Finland vs. Norway 

At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Sweden vs. Germany 

Saturday, Feb. 17 
At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Slovenia vs. Slovakia 

At Gangneung Hockey Centre 

Canada vs. Czech Republic 
South Korea vs. Switzerland 
Russia vs. United States 

Sunday, Feb. 18 
At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Sweden vs. Finland 

At Gangneung Hockey Centre 

Germany vs. Norway 
Czech Republic vs. Switzerland 
Canada vs. South Korea 
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Sui Wenjing and Han Con of China perform in the pairs figure 
skating short program in the Gangneung Ice Arena on Wednesday in 
Gangneung, South Korea. They finished first. 


Shiffrin delayed 
again by weather 

Weather shakes up schedules for American, 
other skiers with just one event completed 


Strategy 
factor for 
pairs in 
team event 

By Barry Wilner 

Associated. Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— To team or not to team? 

That was the question posed to 
the top three pairs after Wednes¬ 
day’s short program at the 
Pyeongchang Olympics. Each de¬ 
fended their strategy, saying their 
performances — and all of them 
were outstanding — emanated 
from participating or skipping 
the team event that concluded 
Monday. 

China’s world champions, Sui 
Wenjing and Han Cong, missed 
the team competition, and they 
won the short. Russian skaters 
Evgenia Tarasova and Vladimir 
Morozov were a close second to 
the Chinese, closer than some ex¬ 
pected, in fact. Canada’s Meagan 
Duhamel and Eric Radford were 
third. Those two couples were 
key members of medal-winning 
nations in the team event. 

Sui and Han had no plans to 
skate before Wednesday because 
she was recovering from a left leg 
injury sustained in a training ac¬ 
cident that required five stitches 
and kept them off the ice for a 
while. Han blamed himself for 
that. 

“I was not careful enough,” he 
said. “But luckily it was not a very 
big cut, five stitches, and after that 
... we had to wait to participate.” 

Added Sui, who laughed when 
Han took the blame: “Our coach 
decided one month ago when I 
hurt myself that we needed more 
practice, so we could come here 
later.” 

They certainly weren’t rusty, 
putting together an almost hyp¬ 
notic short program to Leonard 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah” that earned 
them a career-best 82.39 points, 


beating their score in last year’s 
worlds. 

“I think today we did quite well 
and enjoyed ourselves,” she said. 
“Hope tomorrow we can cash our 
bet.” 

The Russians trailed by .71, a 
margin as slim as the blades they 
skate on. They were convinced 
doing the team in which they took 
silver was a benefit. And a duty, 
even if they are skating as Olym¬ 
pic Athletes from Russia because 
of the IOC’s decision in a Russian 
doping scandal. 

“The team competition I think 
was a chance for us to skate in 
the main arena,” Morozov said 
through a translator. “It was a 
training bout for us and carried 
a very high responsibility for our 
team. And the fact that we could 
win medals for our team was 


even better. I think it was a big 
help for us.” 

No one got more benefit out of 
the team event than the Canadi¬ 
ans, who won gold. Four years 
ago at the Sochi Games, the first 
time there was a team competi¬ 
tion, Canada finished second to 
Russia. Almost as soon as those 
games concluded, the Canadians 
set forth a plan to win the gold in 
2018. 

Bingo. 

That achievement provided 
much more than satisfaction, both 
Radford and Duhamel said. 

“The team event was energiz¬ 
ing so much that we had a good 
practice, better than maybe you 
would think. We have a calm en¬ 
ergy that we are using,” Radford 
said. 

“In the team event, being on 
that podium and getting the gold 
made us want to be right back up 
there so badly to get a medal of 
any color,” Duhamel added. 

There have been suggestions 
to move the team discipline to 
the end of the Olympics, but Rad¬ 
ford emphatically disagreed. He 
found it a “perfect way” to begin 
the games. 

“There was never any thought 
to not skating it,” he said. “We 
are at the Olympics, and any time 
we can be on the ice and help 
ourselves and our country, we’re 
going to do it.” 

Several other pairs benefited 
from the double duty, though 
American champs Alexa Scime- 
ca-Knierim and Chris Knierim 
struggled Wednesday. They had 
helped the United States take 
team bronze, but were 14th in the 
short program. 

German, French, Chinese and 
Italian duos who performed in 
the team competition finished 
in the top 10 Wednesday in one 
of the cleanest and most innova¬ 
tive short programs the Olympics 
have seen. 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — The start of Mikaela 
Shiffrin’s bid for multiple medals 
at the 2018 Olympics was delayed 
yet again when the women’s sla¬ 
lom was postponed from Wednes¬ 
day to Friday because of strong 
winds. 

It’s the third time in four days 
an Alpine skiing race was shelved 
because gusts made it too danger¬ 
ous for competition. That compli¬ 
cates matters for someone such as 
Shiffrin, who could try to enter up 
to five individual events but now 
has less time to rest and prepare 
between them. 

Based on the sport’s origi¬ 
nal 11-event program for South 
Korea, Shiffrin would have raced 
on Monday, Wednesday and Sat¬ 
urday in Week 1, with full days off 
to help in the transition from her 
preferred technical events of sla¬ 
lom and giant slalom to the speed 
events. As of now, she would have 
zero days in between, racing 
three days in a row from Thurs¬ 
day through Saturday. 

“Well, it compresses the sched¬ 
ule, so it makes for a more hectic 
five, six days as we approach into 
the speed events,” U.S. women’s 
head coach Paul Kristofic said. 
“So that’s something we’re con¬ 
sidering as we move forward. It’s 
a consideration, absolutely.” 

Shiffrin was supposed to get 
started with the giant slalom on 
Monday; that race was resched¬ 
uled for Thursday and will now be 
her first at these Winter Games. 

Under the current plan, next 
would come the slalom, a race 
she won at the 2014 Olympics at 
age 18, followed by the first wom¬ 
en’s speed race, the super-G, on 
Saturday. 

“It is a very heavy load,” said 
Shiffrin’s coach, Mike Day. “She 
has now been on snow for four 
straight days with the postponed 


races. That will make six days 
in a row when we complete the 
slalom.” 

The men’s downhill, which was 
supposed to open Alpine skiing 
on Sunday, also was shifted to 
Thursday, when the forecast calls 
for a lessening of the swirling and 
blustery winds that have been 
creating problems. 

Friday also will be a double- 
competition day, with the wom¬ 
en’s slalom at the Yongpyong 
Alpine Center that hosts techni¬ 
cal races, and the men’s super-G 
at the Jeongseon Alpine Center 
speed hill about 30 miles away. 

That super-G was originally 
scheduled for Thursday but was 
pushed to Friday once the men’s 
downhill was moved. 

On Wednesday at Yongpyong, 
snow was falling and wind blow¬ 
ing this way and that. Already 
facing a bit of a time crunch be¬ 
cause of all of the weather issues, 
organizers kept pushing back the 
first run of the two-run slalom 
until eventually deciding to call it 
off about an hour after the start 
time. 

“The No. 1 thing is safety. And 
the second thing is: Have a good, 
fair race. Neither of those were 
really achievable today,” Kristof¬ 
ic said. 

Shiffrin has dominated the sla¬ 
lom for five years, including her 
Olympic gold as a teenager and 
the past three world titles. 

Whenever she does get to head 
down the hill through the gates, 
the 22-year-old American will 
be attempting to become the first 
athlete to win the slalom at two 
Winter Games in a row. 

She is expected to be one of the 
superstars of the next two weeks, 
considered a medal favorite in 
slalom and giant slalom, a strong 
contender in the combined and a 
possible entrant in the other two 
women’s individual races, the 
downhill and super-G. 



Americans Alexa Scimeca Knierim and Chris Knierim opted to take 
part in the team skating event that took place ahead of the pairs 
competition, winning a bronze medal. They were 14th after the pairs 
short program on Wednesday. 



Luca Bruno/AP 


American Mikaela Shiffrin waits for the start of the women’s slalom 
at Yongpyong Alpine Center Wednesday. 
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White claims third gold 

By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 




PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — Snowboarding at the 
Olympics turned 20 this year, and there’s a good chance that 
in another two decades, people will still be talking about the 
contest that went down in the mountains of South Korea on 
Wednesday. 

They will definitely still be talking about Shaun White. 

It wasn’t so much that White won his third gold medal to place 
his name among the greatest to compete in the Olympics, or in 
any realm of sports, for that matter. 

It was the way he did it. 

His winning run capped a contest that, even before he dropped 
in for the finale, was the best, in terms of pure difficulty, show¬ 
manship and guts that has ever been seen on a halfpipe. 

SEE KING ON PAGE 30 


I knew I had 
it in me. The 
fear was out 
of the door. 
I’m at the 
Olympics. I 
had to do it.* 

Shaun White 

US snowboarder, 
on his final run 




Photos by Lee Jin-man/AP 


Shaun White’s final run of the men’s halfpipe, right, secured the third gold 
medal of his illustrious career and left the 31-year-old emotional, above. 



Alpine skiing: Women’s giant slalom, Men’s downhill 
Biathlon: Men’s 20km, Women’s 15km 
Cross-country skiing: Women’s 10km freestyle 
Figure skating: Pairs 
Luge: Team relay 

Snowboarding: Men’s snowboard cross 
Speedskating: Men’s 10,000 


Inside: ■ Alpine skiing events delayed again, Page 31 ■ Slovenia rallies past US in men’s hockey opener, Page 30 


Last-place Sabres take down Lightning 

NHL, Page 27 


Top-ranked Virginia overpowers Miami 

College basketball, Page 25 











